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Simple Snow Trail, by Jack Blair. 2010. Calgary. 
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E D I TO R I A L  EVAN OSENTON

IN THIS MONTH’S COVER STORY, 
Graham Thomson documents serious 
allegations of unethical conduct—deceit, 
illegal donations, fake ballots—by Jason 
Kenney or his supporters during 2017’s 
UCP leadership race. These remain under 

RCMP investigation. 
Kenney’s actions since 
winning office show 
a similar pattern. In 
November he fired 
Alberta’s Election 
Commissioner, who 
had found 15 UCP 
members in violation 
of electoral law. If 
Kenney is innocent of 
any wrongdoing, as 
he alleges, why did he 

fire a watchdog? “This is the behaviour 
someone engages in when they’re trying 
to cover things up,” wrote conservative 
radio host Charles Adler. Former PC 
MLA and deputy premier Thomas 
Lukaszuk called Kenney “a strongman 
who acts as if he [is] above the law.”

Kenney’s defence of firing Lorne 
Gibson—to save $200,000—is an insult 
to citizens’ intelligence, given his UCP 
government is spending 12 times as much 
($2.5-million) on an Orwellian-sounding 

inquiry into “anti-Alberta activities” and 
150 times as much ($30-million) on a 
“war room.” The Steve Allan-led inquiry 
was tainted from the start (see pp 18–21); 
the rebranded “Canadian Energy Centre” 
has only embarrassed our province. 
Perhaps the best that can be said of the 
latter is that it’s ripe for satire. On p 40 
Chris Turner obliges.

One of Kenney’s biggest changes since 
taking office was his stacking of public 
boards (p 31). Previous governments’ 
open process for appointments ensured a 
more diverse board membership; Kenney 
removed dozens of eminently qualified 
members partway into multi-year terms 
and filled the positions without posting 
them. Rather than provide critical 
leadership at public institutions, new 
appointees—largely from oil and gas—are 
mainly expected to provide cover for the 
UCP government’s budget cuts.

The last time an Alberta premier 
displayed a serious lack of ethics, public 
pressure forced her to resign. The last time 
an Alberta premier brought in a harsh 
austerity budget, citizens marched on the 
legislature and Klein backed away from his 
worst ideas (e.g., privatizing healthcare). 
We needn’t wait for an election to show 
Kenney he can’t act with impunity. #
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Jenna Butler (Field Notes, p 56) 
has written three poetry books, a 
travelogue and an essay collection. 
A new collection, Revery: A Year 
of Bees, will be published this 
year. Originally from Norwich, 
UK, Butler teaches writing at Red 
Deer College and lives on an off-
grid organic farm near Barrhead.

Irfan Chaudhry (“Should 
universities be allowed to 
deplatform speakers?” p 36) is a 
lecturer and an equity, diversity 
and human rights specialist at 
MacEwan University.

Carissa Halton (Citizen Action, 
p 62), an Edmonton-based writer,  
was Director of Correspondence 
for Premier Notley, 2015–2016.

Michael Kennedy (“Should 
universities be allowed to 
deplatform speakers?” p 36) is 
the producer of Canada’s Campus 
Freedom Index.

Tadzio Richards (“Getting the 
Axe,” p 31) is Associate Editor at 
Alberta Views. His previous AV 
feature (October 2019) was about 
how brain science is changing 
local social service delivery.

Gerry Rasmussen (illustrations, 
p 40) is an Edmonton-based artist 
and cartoonist and a frequent 
contributor to Alberta Views.

Graham Thomson (“How 
Ethical is Alberta’s Governing 
Party?” p 24) is a political analyst, 
Legislature Press Gallery member, 
Alberta Views columnist and for-
mer Edmonton Journal columnist.

Chris Turner (“Inside the War 
Room” p 40) is one of Canada’s 
leading writers and speakers on 
climate change solutions and 
the global energy transition. He 
reserves satire for special topics.
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APPARENTLY YOUR MAGAZINE 
employs a factchecker. You 
might want to give him a poke 
to see if he’s awake because he 
certainly missed some stuff in 
John Ashton’s column (“Picket 
Line in the Mind,” Eye on 
Alberta, Jan/Feb 2019). “CBC is 
defunded”?! According to CBC’s 
own financial statements they got 
$1.214-billion last year from the 
federal government. Despite this, 
they’re pretty much irrelevant—
their flagship news show, The 
National,  has an audience of only 
about 1 per cent of Canadians. As 
for “Commercial radio is bursting 
with right-wing mouthpieces,” 
maybe this is because the 
bulk of media is in the Liberal 
government’s pocket. See their 
$595-million handout, and Jerry 
Dias, president of Unifor (which 
represents 12,000 media workers), 
saying Unifor would be Andrew 
Scheer’s “worst nightmare.” 

I enjoy your magazine, but 
when you let this kind of stuff slip 
by you lose a lot of credibility. 

RON NICHOL, Sherwood Park

EDITOR’S NOTE
CBC’s budget was cut in the 
Mulroney, Chrétien and Harper 
eras; it was increased by Justin 
Trudeau’s government. Ashton’s 
comment that CBC “is defunded 
and neutered” suffers from vague-
ness rather than inaccuracy.

I ALWAYS READ YOUR MAGAZINE 
with considerable interest. 
Bill Longstaff in his Jan/Feb 
2020 letter states “As the world 
increasingly recognizes the 
gravity of the climate crisis, it 
must radically reduce the use of 
fossil fuels.” I’d note that fossil 
fuels aren’t the only contributor, 
and also that this planet has 
undergone extreme climate 
changes for millions of years 
without our “help.” Certainly 
we may be contributing, but 
it’s somewhat arrogant to 
think humans are capable of 

L E T T E R S

RE JAN/FEB 2020: WOW, WHAT AN 
issue. The richest province in the 
country is slashing services to 
citizens so it can give tax breaks 
to foreign-owned oil companies.  
I stand with the unions.

MARTIN GAGNE, Toronto

IF WE TAKE JOHN MORTIMER’S 
advice (“Should union member-
ship be optional?” Jan/Feb 2020), 
we’ll weaken unions. The very 
unions that are at the forefront of 
the present struggle against UCP 
madness. Why would we do that? 

REYNOLD REIMER, Calgary

SURE. THE PEOPLE WHO OPT OUT, 
though, must not receive any of 
the wage, benefit or working con-
dition improvements gained via 
the union’s efforts. They’ll need 
to negotiate with the company 
on their own. That’s the miss-
ing piece in all of this. No-one 
who claims to be anti-union ever 
turns down the things unions 
make possible in our society. 
JOANNE HORTON (on Facebook) 

WE SHOULD ADHERE TO THE RAND 
Formula. It’s served us well for 
60+ yrs. 
JIM WILLIAMSON (on Facebook)

 
DON’T LIKE UNIONS? Join one of the 
many anti-union companies that 
still exist. Take your pick.

IAN WEETMAN (on Facebook)
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Your Views
controlling Earth’s climate. And 
if we can spend untold money 
on communicating across the 
globe in seconds, exploring the 
universe and pursuing landings 
on other planets, is it not possible 
to direct some resources toward 
technology that allows us to take 
advantage of our natural resources 
without harming the planet? 

Having said that, it seems 
climate change is going to take 
place no matter what we do. 
Ought we not also concentrate 
on adapting to climate change? 
The powers that be and the media 
certainly are well-versed at fear-
mongering and focusing on crisis; 
let’s hear about how we may be 
able to adapt to the inevitable!

LEO VANDENHEUVEL, 
Lethbridge

IT WOULD SEEM DAVID BELKE is 
never to find rest from his real 
or perceived sins, despite his day 
in court and his jail time. We 
are unclear why Alberta Views 
chose to regurgitate this high-
minded article by Liane Faulder 
(“High Stakes Fringe,” Eye on 
Alberta, Dec 2019). The arts 
community is in an odd place 
to attempt retrial playing Javert, 
a kind of everlasting hound of 
God, judge and jury, against 
Belke. David Rae says Belke has 
a “social debt to repay,” which 
suggests he doesn’t understand 
what Belke and his family have 
gone through. A saint Belke 
is not, but he’s lost the right to 
travel internationally, lost his 
teaching certificate, and must 
carry, in essence, the albatross 
of his action; he’s “listed” by the 
criminal justice system. What 
more can he do except make a 
living as best he can, using his 
talents as a playwright? 

This article doesn’t do justice 
to Holy Trinity Anglican Parish 
and their caring community or 
the ways they were harassed. 
Some people believe there is never 
punishment enough, that they 
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must take extra measures; a form 
of public lynching. We are truly 
disappointed that Alberta Views 
would seem to join this campaign.

REVEREND J. J. TRUDEAU and  
R.B. SHEARD, Edmonton

I LOVE YOUR MAGAZINE. I hope 
you do an article on deputy PM 
Chrystia Freeland, to educate the 
Alberta Dense movement. You 
also might talk to David Carter, 
former Legislature speaker and 
author of Our Fragile Democracy, 
about the stupidity and intoler-
ance re parliamentary law shown 
by Kenney and Co. Re Meet the 
Minister, Dec 2019: Leela Aheer’s 
quote about the carbon tax is 
bullshit. Based on my income, I 
received $112 every three months 
from the Notley government as a 
carbon tax rebate.

DENNIS G. FRAYNE, Calgary 

CONTRARY TO FRED STENSON (“WIT,” 
Nov 2019), I do hope the cur-
riculum says “With respect to the 
shape and motion of our planet, 
opinions differ.” Of course some 
people believe Earth is flat, but 
since their evidence derives from 
visiting Regina, they’re selective 
in their data and experiencing 
confirmation bias and should be 
discounted. Others believe Earth 
is round. Still others believe 
Earth is a sphere, or mean sphere 
when they say round. Those 
of a scientific persuasion may 
say Earth is a rough-surfaced 
oblate spheroid with varying 
dimensions and roughness. So 
yes, opinions differ. Maybe the 
curriculum should teach opin-
ions and facts, and the difference 
between these?

PETER BULKOWSKI, Calgary

TOM NOSEWORTHY’S IMPASSIONED 
plea for public healthcare (Dia-
logue: “Should we allow more 
private healthcare?” Nov 2019) is 
typical in Canada, where politi-
cians, bureaucrats and even doc-
tors masquerading as bureaucrats 

haven’t the slightest idea how a 
health service should be managed. 
As a medical doctor working 
in this system, I’ve observed 
dysfunction, interference, harass-
ment, obstruction, dishonesty, 
manipulation and lies. Health 
provision by AHS would be my 
last resort if I were ill, for fear that 
my care would be jeopardized by 
the self-interest of the many and 
the often abysmal care meted out.

The issues spread beyond medi-
care. Albertans and Canadians 
have huge societal issues, where 
political correctness only serves 
to engender dependency. Micro-
management further increases 
dysfunction, and a society built 
upon “every man for himself ” has 
created distrust at a monumental 
level. Healthcare depends upon 
trust, and the last complication 
this province requires is more 
doctors and more money.

The best advice provided me? 
“Make as much money as you can, 
then go retire somewhere warm.”

DR. TIM JORDAN, Edmonton

THE PASSAGE OF THE OMNIBUS BILL 
22 was disturbing. The bill had 
over 170 pages and was passed 
in 10 hours; about 3.5 minutes 
a page. Not much time for deep 
thought! Not to be lost in the 
stench is the confiscation of pen-
sion funds, such as the teachers 
pension, worth $16-billion, into 
AIMCo—the investment corpora-
tion that’s done such a stellar job 
with the Heritage Fund. This was 
a money grab, with the funds no 
doubt to be invested in oil and gas 
(How’s that portfolio going?).

TIM BELEC, Camrose

AS A LIFELONG ALBERTAN in my 70s, 
I deplore much of the malicious 
misinformation being peddled by 
our angry but wily premier in his 
blue pickup truck. 

There’s no such thing as 
Albertan or Canadian oil—it’s all 
corporate oil. Oil corporations 
pay our governments peanuts in 

L E T T E R S

royalties, then own the oil and 
make all the decisions about how 
and where it should be mined 
and refined, based mostly on 
market conditions.

Many farmers and others work 
in the oilpatch and thus tend to 
adopt a corporate point of view, 
summed up this way: When the 
Market is up, we rejoice in getting 
paid high wages, and brag about 
pissing it all away on toys! When 
the Market is down, we blame the 
government—any government!

Oil corporations are now 
transfixed by the glut of cheap 
shale oil, which has crashed 
the market price. They’ve raced 
south, taking new investment 
with them, and left their loyal 
workers to call on our generous 
social safety net and blame the 
government while doing so.

Alberta doesn’t send a nickel 
to Quebec or any other province. 
All Canadians pay federal income 
taxes at the same rate. That 
revenue contributes to a federal 
program that guarantees the 
same level of public services to all 
Canadians, regardless of where 
they live—a tall order in a huge, 
underpopulated country.

Alberta has a proud history of 
diversity. In 1905 we had more 
francophone than anglophone 
citizens. But just under the 
surface of the Kenney wave of 
peeved adolescent “wexit” specu-
lation lurks an old anti-East, anti-
French and xenophobic vitriol.

Alberta has many progressive 
thinkers, urban and rural, who 
can see through a poseur’s 
tirades. We can only hope 
Kenney trades in his pickup for 
a limo, as in the past, and runs 
for the federal Conservative 
leadership. That, for many of us, 
would be a very good riddance.
W. ROSS CAMPBELL, Edmonton

CORRECTION 
In Jan/Feb 2020’s “Bookshelf,” 
we listed reviewer Jay Smith as a 
lawyer. She is a student-at-law. #
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ARTS  LI STI NG S

THE SCENE
A snapshot of the cultural life of Alberta

Ben Gorodetsky 
performs Biblioteka, 

Mile Zero Dance, 
 Mar 20, 21.

THEATRE

EDMONTON
As You Like It
By Shakespeare, Citadel Theatre, 
Shoctor Theatre, Feb 15–Mar 15
Skirtsafire Festival
Various venues, Feb 27–Mar 8
The Children
By Lucy Kirkwood, Wild Side 
Productions, The Roxy on Gateway,  
Mar 10–22
Heisenberg
By Simon Stephens, Shadow 
Theatre, Varscona, Mar 11–29
The Garneau Block
Adapted by Belinda Cornish, 
Citadel Theatre, Maclab Theatre, 
Mar 14–Apr 5
Legally Blonde: The Musical
MacEwan Theatre, Allard Hall, 
Triffo Theatre, Mar 25–Apr 4
Confessions of a Reluctant 
Caregiver By Merri Biechler, 
Northern Light, Studio Theatre, 
ATB Arts Barns, Mar 27–Apr 11
The Cave
Fringe Theatre, Backstage Theatre, 
Mar 31–Apr 12

CALGARY
Men Express Their Feelings
By Sunny Drake,
Downstage, Big Secret Theatre, 
Feb–Mar TBA
The Neverending Story
Directed by J.P. Thibodeau, 
Storybook Theatre, Beddington 
Theatre Arts Centre, until Mar 14
Old Man: The Napi Project
Lunchbox Theatre and Making 
Treaty 7, Feb 15–Mar 7
Actually
By Anna Ziegler,
ATP, Martha Cohen Theatre, 
Feb 26–Mar 15
Admissions
By Joshua Harmon, 
Theatre Calgary, Max Bell Theatre, 
Mar 10–Apr 4
A Tender Thing
By Ben Power, The Shakespeare 
Company, Lunchbox Theatre, 
Mar 21–Apr 11
Cipher
By Ellen Close and Braden 
Griffiths, Vertigo Theatre,  
Mar 21–Apr 19

LETHBRIDGE
Dear Johnny Deere
New West Theatre, 
Yates Memorial Centre, Mar 1–14
A Girl Has Lost Her Dog
By Ron Chambers, U of L Drama 
Department, University Theatre, 
Mar 17–21

GRANDE PRAIRIE
The Swearing Jar
By Kate Hewlett, Grande Prairie 
Live Theatre, Feb 20–Mar 7
Much Ado About Nothing
By Shakespeare, Grande Prairie 
Live Theatre, Mar 26–Apr 11

OPERA

EDMONTON
Opera Brunch, with 
performances from the cast of 
Candide, Chateau Lacombe, 
Mar 8
Candide
By Bernstein, Edmonton Opera, 
Jubilee, Mar 14, 17, 20

CALGARY
Béatrice et Bénédict
By Hector Berlioz,
Calgary Opera,
Mamdani Opera Centre, 
Mar 25–29

DANCE 

EDMONTON
Night Box and Swan, 
Ballet Edmonton, Triffo Theatre, 
Feb 28–Mar 1
Biblioteka
Mile Zero Dance, 
Spazio Performativo, Mar 20, 21
Peter Pan
Alberta Ballet, Jubilee, Mar 27, 28

CALGARY
Mainstage Dance
By Melissa Monteros, co-produced 
with W&M Physical Theatre, 
U of C School of Creative and 
Performing Arts, 
University Theatre, Mar 14–16
Peter Pan
Alberta Ballet, Jubilee, Mar 18–21

MEDICINE HAT
Anne of Green Gables:  
The Ballet
Canada’s Ballet Jörgen, 
Esplanade, Mar 13

FORT McMURRAY
Anne of Green Gables: 
The Ballet
Canada’s Ballet Jörgen, 
Keyano Theatre, Mar 8

MUSIC

EDMONTON
Canadian Connections IX
Pro Coro Canada, 
All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral, 
Mar 7
Harmonious Baroque
Alberta Baroque Ensemble, 
Robertson-Wesley United,  
Mar 15
Prochazka Tribute Recital
Edmonton Recital Society, 
Muttart Hall,  
Mar 15 

Old Man: The 
Napi Project, 

Lunchbox 
Theatre,  

Feb 15–Mar 7.
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ARTS LISTI NGS

Dénes Várjon
Edmonton Chamber Music Society, 
U of A Convocation Hall, Mar 28

EDMONTON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA
Venue: Winspear Centre
Nielsen’s Inextinguishable
Alexander Prior, conductor,
Robert Uchida, violin,  
Mar 6, 7
Angela Cheng Plays Schumann
Jean-Marie Zeitouni, conductor, 
Mar 26
Angela Cheng Plays Mozart
Jean-Marie Zeitouni, conductor, 
Rafael Hoekman, Mar 28

CALGARY
Preview Concert
Classical Guitar Society of 
Calgary, Shelf Life Books, Mar 1
March Winds 1
Rocky Mountain Symphony 
Orchestra, Polaris Centre for the 
Performing Arts, Mar 6

Arod Quartet
Calgary Pro Musica, Eckhardt-
Gramatté Hall, Mar 8, 9 

CALGARY PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA
Venue: Jack Singer, unless noted
Beethoven’s 3: Heroic
Rune Bergmann, conductor, 
Charles Richard-Hamelin, piano, 
Mar 6, 7
Harry Potter and the Prisoner  
of Azkaban in Concert
Jubilee, Mar 12, 13
Romantic Obsession
Ramon Tebar, conductor, 
Calgary Philharmonic Chorus
Mar 20, 21
Hits of the ’70s: A Classic Rock 
Songbook, Michael Krajweski, 
conductor, Mar 27, 28

LETHBRIDGE
Striking Rhythms, Lethbridge 
Symphony Orchestra, Southminster 
United Church, Mar 16

RED DEER
Canada on Canvas 
Red Deer Symphony Orchestra, 
RDC Arts Centre, featuring the 
premiere of “Group of Seven Suite” 
by Claude Lapalme, Feb 22

STRATHMORE
March Winds 2, Rocky Mountain 
Symphony Orchestra, Strathmore 
United Church, Mar 7

VISUAL ART

EDMONTON
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL
Making: A Career in Craft, 
until Apr 25
Bridget Fairbank: “Ceramica 
Botanica,” Mar 7–Apr 18

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA
Re:Calculations, until Mar 15
In Golden Light: Orthodox Icons 
from Annunciation to Ascension, 
until Apr 12

Angela Cheng 
plays with the 

ESO.

D
A

L
E

 M
A

C
M

IL
L

A
N

IN THE APRIL ISSUE

Blue-Bin  
Boondoggle  

Is recycling useless?
Plus:

Grey to Green  
Albertans tackle 
concrete’s giant  

eco-footprint
Subscribe or renew before February 28  

to receive this issue. 
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Nests for the End of the World, 
until May 3

BOREALIS GALLERY
WAR Flowers, until May 3

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM
I Am From Here, until Sep 7
Remembering the First World 
War, until Oct 17

CALGARY
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL
Cultivate | Instigate, 
until Mar 21
Leah Kudel: “The Spaces 
Between,” Mar 28–May 30
Charles Lewton-Brain: 
“Holding Rocks,” 
Mar 28–May 30

ARTS COMMONS
Colin Gillespie: “Concentration 
Patterns,” +15 Soundscape, 
until Apr 30

CONTEMPORARY CALGARY
Luke Jerram: “Museum of the 
Moon,” until Mar 15
Planetary, until Apr 26

ESKER FOUNDATION
Anna Gustafson: “Object 
Lessons,” until Apr 19
Katie Ohe, until May 3

FOUNDERS’ GALLERY
Steven Nunoda: “Ghostown” 
until Apr 13

GLENBOW
The Art of Resilience, until Mar 1 
Maxwell Bates: “The In-Crowd,” 
until May 24
Vivian Maier: “In Her Own 
Hands,” until May 24
Ron Moppett: “Do You 
Remember/Snow and Stars,”  
until May 24
Kent Monkman: “The Rise and 
Fall of Civilization,” through 2020
On Location: Artists Explore a 
Sense of Place, through 2020

HUB @ 302 GALLERY
Lorene Runham, Mar 1–Apr 30

Katie Ohe
January 25–May 3, Esker Foundation, Calgary

MUST-SEE EXHIBITION

The most comprehensive solo exhibition of Ohe’s career showcases six 
decades of work. In addition to the finished sculptures, Ohe shares her 
material archive, inviting viewers to examine the artistic process. Abstract 
steel sculptures are the artist’s hallmark, but Ohe also uses bronze, 
aluminum and chrome, creating work deliberately made to be touched.

Top: Chuckles, 2015, steel, stainless steel. Bottom: Weeping Bees, 2008, leaded steel.
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ARTS LISTI NGS

Divorce isn’t easy,
but it’s a path to a 
new beginning.
Trust our experience, 
expertise and strength 
to guide you to the 
life you deserve.

Suite 1900, 639 5th Ave. S.W.

Calgary AB T2P 0M9

Phone: 587-356-4342

Email: info@wellsfamilylaw.com

Web: www.wellsfamilylaw.com

Contact us at

ILLINGWORTH KERR GALLERY
Sonny Assu and B.L.S. Tang: 
“Ready Player 2,” until Mar 7
Reliant Objects, until Mar 7

NICKLE GALLERIES
Diana Thorneycroft: “Black Forest 
(dark waters)”, until Apr 11
Everywhere We Are, until May 29

LETHBRIDGE
HESS GALLERY (U OF L)
Unikkausivute: Stories from the 
North, until Mar 13
Stories for the British Museum, 
Indigenous Studio Class and 
Blackfoot Digital Project, 
Mar 19–Jun 13

SOUTHERN ALBERTA ART GALLERY
Faye HeavyShield: “Clan,” 
Feb 29–Apr 26
Santiago Mostyn: 
“Grass Widows,” Feb 29–Apr 26
Bryce Singer: “Abided with His 
Children,” Feb 29–Apr 26

RED DEER
RED DEER MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY
Sacrifice, Hope, Friendship: 
Canada and the Liberation of 
Holland, until Mar 15
Anne Frank: “A History for 
Today,” until Mar 22

MEDICINE HAT
ESPLANADE
Joane Cardinal-Schubert: “The 
Writing on the Wall,” until Mar 28
Susan Sakamoto: “Boro,” 
until Mar 28

GRANDE PRAIRIE
ART GALLERY OF GRANDE PRAIRIE
Sonic Youth: Collective 
Exhibition, until Mar 19

BANFF
WALTER PHILLIPS GALLERY
Rita McKeough: “darkness is as 
deep as the darkness is,” 
until May 31

WHYTE MUSEUM
Projecting Illusions, 
until Apr 12
Danny Singer, 
until Apr 12

CANMORE
THE HUB GALLERY
Transitions: Art–Science  
Project on Climate Change, 
Mar 5–Apr 2

MD OF FOOTHILLS
LEIGHTON ART CENTRE
Julya Hajnoczky: 
“They Will All Be Ghosts Soon,” 
Feb 22–Apr 18
Within Winter’s Eye, a group 
show featuring Stacey McRae, 
Marney Delver and Jan Daley,  
Feb 22–Apr 18

ST. ALBERT
ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT
Niamh Dooley: 
“Nintawin,” until Mar 28

Rita McKeough 
exhibits at 

Walter Phillips 
Gallery, Banff.
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LITERARY

EDMONTON
Darrin Hagen, U of A Writer in 
Residence, until May 31
Susie Moloney, Edmonton Public 
Library Writer in Residence

CALGARY
Sharanpal Ruprai, U of C Writer 
in Residence, until Jun 30

PAGES
flywheel Reading Series, Mar 12

WORDFEST
Kathy Reichs, Central Library, 
Mar 24

SHELF LIFE
Single Onion, poetry reading 
series, Mar 19

STRATHCONA COUNTY
Conni Massing, Strathcona County 
Library Writer in Residence #

SPOT PUBLIC ART  
THE BOLD CENTRE 
ROUNDABOUT 
SCULPTURES,  
LAC LA BICHE

This nine-metre-tall sculpture—
with the feather representing 
Indigenous people—is 
accompanied by 16 smaller pieces 
featuring silhouettes of a maple 
leaf, a hockey player, wheat blowing 
in the wind and other images.
Artist: Melanie Braund and  
Lac La Biche Art Club
Location: traffic circle outside  
the Bold Centre
Material: steel
Unveiled: August 2019
Commissioned by: Lac La Biche County
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14th Annual Advocacy Conference

April 2 & 3, 2020
Edmonton

pialberta.org/conference2020
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DEAR WAR ROOM:
I realize you’ve called yourself the “Canadian 

Energy Centre” since opening shop last fall, but 
we all know you’re the War Room as promised 

in the United Conservative Party’s platform during the 2019 
provincial election campaign. And you have declared war on 
what Premier Jason Kenney has called the “campaign of lies, 
of defamation and disinformation based on torqued, dated, 
incomplete and out of context attacks on our energy sector.”

It’s your job—thanks to a $30-million budget from the 
citizens of Alberta—to tell the “truth” about our oil industry. 

On that note, I feel like a bit of a snitch, but as a concerned 
Albertan I feel it’s my duty to pass along some disturbing 
information. Someone is spreading misinformation about 
Alberta’s oil sands industry. This is also a bit awkward for me 
to point out… but it’s Kenney himself.

For months our premier 
has been providing wrong or 
misleading information about 
the level of greenhouse gas 
emissions from the oil sands. 
Specifically, he has said the 
emissions intensity of the 
average oil sands barrel is below 
the global average. Not only that, 
he says “we’ve reduced by 30 per 
cent the intensity of a barrel of 
bitumen since the year 2000 and 
are on track to do it by another 
20 per cent.” Kenney is making 

the oil sands seem cleaner than they are.
First off, even as the intensity of emissions drop per barrel, 

the overall number of barrels is increasing—so, emissions 
continue to grow. And even a reduced intensity is still pretty 
intense. The average for the oil sands is about 30 per cent above 
the “global production-weighted average barrel,” according to 
a peer-reviewed paper published in Science in 2018.

Canada’s average oil production emissions were the fourth 
most intensive in the world, better only than Algeria, Venezuela 
and Cameroon—but worse than the global average rates of 
other big producers such as the US, Russia and Saudi Arabia.

The problem is it takes a lot of energy—and emissions—
to separate the oily sludge from the sand. Even the Alberta 
government once upon a time referred to the oil sands as 
the “tar sands.” Bitumen in its raw form is more practical for 
patching up a leaky canoe than for fueling an SUV.

I realize this whole argument over emission comparisons 

can quickly turn into a mug’s game, with people cherry-picking 
statistics to show their oil-extraction process to be cleaner 
than the other guy’s. The Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers (CAPP) likes to say the oil sands is “cleaner than you 
think”—which, come to think of it, doesn’t sound as reassuring 
as I think it’s supposed to sound.

Some of the newer oil sands production facilities—such 
as Suncor’s Fort Hills mine—have emissions intensity below 
the weighted average of all fuels. But that would be picking a 
particularly clean cherry from a relatively oily cherry tree.

Last October, Maclean’s reporter Jason Markusoff wrote an 
exhaustive article entitled “Scrubbing the oil sands’ record” 
in which he quoted CAPP president Tim McMillan claiming, 
just like Kenney, that when it comes to emissions, “we’re on 
par with the average barrel.” When Markusoff later pressed for 
evidence to back up that claim, a CAPP spokeswoman said 
McMillan had “misspoke.”

So, dear War Room, while you’re correcting Kenney for 
making a misleading comment, you might want to contact 
CAPP to have McMillan clarify his statement. I mean, you are 
all about the truth and facts, right?

I know you like to contact people. When the Medicine 
Hat News published an opinion piece in December calling 
the war room “an expensive joke” you immediately wrote to 
the newspaper offering a rebuttal to counter “the comments 
and inaccuracies” in the opinion piece. And you wanted the 
rebuttal to run as an op-ed in the paper “as quickly as possible.”

This looked like a heavy-handed move on your part but, 
then again, you’re the War Room, not the peace room, right?

Of course, this has echoes of the infamous Accurate News 
and Information Act of 1937, when the Alberta government 
of William Aberhart introduced a law to force newspapers to 
publish “corrections” to stories the Social Credit government 
of the day didn’t like. The legislation was later deemed to be 
unconstitutional and the Edmonton Journal was given a special 
Pulitzer prize for fighting against Aberhart’s bullying tactics.

But you, as the War Room, would know all that. You’re all 
about truth and facts.

I do hope you won’t be too hard on Kenney for spreading 
misinformation about the oil sands. Perhaps he was relying on 
information that was “torqued, dated, incomplete and out of 
context.”

I have no doubt you will want to respond to my column. I 
look forward to hearing from you. #

Graham Thomson is a political analyst, member of the Legislature 
Press Gallery and former Edmonton Journal political columnist.

Letter to the War Room

Snitching on the misinformed. 

You might  
want to contact  
CAPP to have  
Tim McMillan 
clarify his 
statement. I 
mean, you are all 
about the truth 
and facts, right?

ON TH E LE DG E GR AHAM THOMSON  
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EYE ON ALBERTA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Guide for Aspiring Dictators
From a Facebook post by Robert B. Reich, Oct 10, 2015. Reich 
is a professor at the University of California, Berkeley, a former 
US Secretary of Labor, and a co-founder of Inequality Media. 
His latest book is The Common Good (Knopf, 2018).

H ow do democracies become dictatorships? History suggests 
10 steps:

1. First, destroy labor unions, so people have no way to bargain 
for higher wages and less capacity for political organization. 
2. Crack down on college students, so they won’t oppose you 
(hint: burden them with so much student debt and make it so 
hard for them to find good jobs that they won’t dare rock the boat). 
3. Undermine public education, so people are less able to think 
critically for themselves. 
4. Cut deals with rich business executives and billionaires that 
if they back you, you’ll reduce their taxes, slash government 
spending on the poor and eliminate regulations that impinge 
on their profits. 
5. Make most people economically anxious, frustrated, angry 
and insecure. 
6. Convince people that their problems stem from “them”—
foreigners, immigrants, racial or ethnic or religious minorities, 
intellectuals. 
7. Make them cynical about democracy. 
8. Convince them all they need is a strongman who will fix 
everything. 
9. Fill the airwaves with big lies. 
10. Get elected, and then take over. 

MEDICINE HAT

Smoke and Mirrors
From “Non-stop rhetoric from UCP,” an op-ed by Scott Schmidt, 
layout editor, Medicine Hat News, Nov 16, 2019.

E qualization referendums, Canada Pension Plan threats, 
separation, national unity, fair deals, booting the RCMP, 

war rooms, panels galore, inquiries galore, fights with Trudeau, 
fights with BC, fights with Texas, fights with environmental 
groups, fights with Quebec, fights with the Bloc Québécois and 
fights with the Alberta NDP.

Gee. It’s almost as if the non-stop rhetoric floating around 
is the Alberta government trying to tell us something. What 
could it be? Oh, I know.

“Hey! Look over there!”
The entirety of this useless anti-everyone campaign has 

been crafted as a purposeful distraction, and the fact that it’s a 
thousand things all at once is the entire point. A populace that 
is confused, overwhelmed and angry is not an attentive group.

Yet, not one threat, not one suggestion, not one panel and 
not one fight has a single lick of relevancy or hope of seeing 
fruition. Premier Jason Kenney knows Alberta can’t do squat 
about equalization (and he should, since he was a cabinet 
minister in the government that wrote the formula). He knows 
pulling out of CPP is a terribly risky idea that won’t have the 
same returns. He knows a provincial police department would 
be a massive and expensive overhaul. He knows the war room 
is fighting against nothing. He knows talk of national unity is 
nothing more than political theatre. He knows the panels won’t 
accomplish a thing. He knows the inquiries will only tell him 
what he wants to hear (or, more accurately, what he wants you 
to hear). And he knows Alberta can’t win a single fight that he’s 
gone out of his way to pick, since some are with jurisdictions 
he has zero power over and the rest are completely imagined.

Meanwhile, the “shock and awe” campaign of policies 
promised during his campaign has continued in the form 
of a smorgasbord of cuts and a side plate of cruelty. While 
you’re watching the bout with Trudeau, Kenney already has 
his hands taped and gloves on for the battles he’s picked right 
here at home. Parents, children, seniors, students, people with 
disabilities, LGBTQ, anyone who owns a vehicle, municipalities, 
doctors, patients, the entire public sector (more than 400,000 
workers across the province)—you name the category, and the 
UCP laser scope is pointed its way. And while the barrage of 
cuts, price-cap removals, cancelled subsidies, gutted service 
departments, pending wage decreases and restrictive policies 
continue in impossible-to-keep-up-with fashion, Kenney and 
his caucus want you to blame literally anyone but them.

Honestly, when was the last time you even heard the premier 
speak about Alberta in a way that wasn’t who we’ll fight, or 
who owes us their livelihood, or who will do their part to 
make Alberta great again?… It’s non-stop smoke and mirrors, 
and unless this government is nothing more than inept, the 
entire wave has been constructed with intent. As long as you 
know to be angry at anyone and everyone who isn’t in Alberta 
professing their unconditional loyalty to the UCP, then you 
might not notice as the premier and his caucus take aim at 
Albertans—all Albertans.

CALGARY, 2018

No Consultation Needed
From “Quick laws and freezing wages: Jason Kenney outlines plans 
for power,” by Emma Graney, Calgary Herald, Oct 15, 2018.

J ason Kenney said the UCP will hire people to draft orders 
in council for cabinet to adopt the week it’s sworn in…. One 

of the key elements of structural reform, Kenney said, “is to 
move quickly.”

“Speed creates its own momentum. It also makes it harder 
for the opponents of reform to obstruct it,” he said. Kenney said 
he doesn’t want to get “bogged down” with public consultation, 
so his party is doing as much as it can now “on the big issues.”
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ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY

Anti-Intellectual
From “The UCP’s anti-intellectual agenda is harming 
education—and the economy,” an op-ed by Jennifer Garrison, 
CBC News, Nov 20, 2019. Garrison is an associate professor of 
English at St. Mary’s University in Calgary and past president of 
its faculty association.

A t first, the United Conservative Party government’s cuts to 
education in Alberta don’t seem to make much sense. A 

strong K–12 and post-secondary education system is a sound 
investment in the provincial economy: a strong private sector 
requires a well-trained and highly educated workforce. So 
why would a government interested in economic growth cut 
education so dramatically?

Over the past few weeks since the budget was announced, 
I’ve heard a lot of people suggest that the UCP is promoting 
some sort of evangelical Christian agenda with these cuts to 
education, but I don’t think that’s quite right. 

Rather, the ideology behind these cuts is much more 
transparent—and even more troubling. The UCP government 
is showing itself to be anti-intellectual and fundamentally 
opposed to the voices of teachers and academics. 

When the government announced its differential cuts to 
post-secondary education last month, many were horrified 
to discover that the only five of Alberta’s 26 institutions that 
were not cut were the four Christian universities—Ambrose 
University, Burman University, St. Mary’s University, The 
King’s University—and the formerly faith-based Concordia 
University of Edmonton.

However, I think it is a mistake to assume the cuts are 
primarily religiously motivated, especially since Concordia, by 
far the largest of the five, is no longer a Christian university.

Instead of looking at why these five institutions were not cut, 
it’s important to look at why the other larger institutions were. 

By cutting funding from the large public institutions, the 
UCP is cutting the ground out from underneath large faculty 
associations that represent the rights of academic staff.

The religiously affiliated institutions are notable in that their 
collective bargaining power is quite weak. Not only are these 
institutions small, but Concordia only recently unionized and 
St. Mary’s just ratified its first non-union collective agreement 
two years ago; to my knowledge, the other three universities 
have no collective agreements at all.

The large institutions with large faculty bargaining units—
such as the University of Calgary, Mount Royal University and 
the University of Alberta—are facing huge cuts, and those cuts 
are almost certain to reduce both the quality of education and 
the working conditions for faculty. 

G O O D  LU C K ,  B A D  LU C K  BY  E N Z A  A PA

2019. Micro museum with collected objects, 21¾" × 26½" × 8¾".  
Art Gallery of Grande Prairie, until March 29, 2020. 
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When post-secondary institutions face cuts, they almost 
never cut administration—they cut faculty. Over the past few 
decades, faced with less government funding, universities 
across North America have saved money by hiring underpaid 
contract faculty: highly qualified instructors who might earn 
roughly $30,000 to $45,000 a year for full-time work (if they 
are lucky enough to receive a full teaching load).

Since these contract faculty receive limited funding, they 
typically don’t have the institutional resources to engage in the 
research and innovation we expect from our professors—and 
they certainly don’t have the job security to speak out against 
harmful government policies. 

The government’s cuts to public K–12 education appear 
similarly motivated: to disempower the voice of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association. 

Although some education advocates worry that the 
government’s support for private and charter schools is 
religiously motivated, I think the government is more 
motivated by an opposition to teachers’ organized labour. After 
all, Alberta’s charter schools are mandated to be non-religious 
and tuition-free. What really sets teachers in Alberta’s private 
schools and charter schools apart from public school teachers 
is that they are not active members of the ATA. 

We need to empower educators to be vocal advocates for our 
education system—not try to divide and silence them.

The UCP government has increasingly shown itself to be 
anti-intellectual. By cutting the research-intensive universities 
in the province, the government is gutting the province’s ability 
to engage in cutting edge research and innovation. 

Instead of encouraging the open exchange of ideas in higher 
education, the government has mischaracterized research-
based thinking as extremist and left-wing. For example, the 
advanced education minister has asked all post-secondary 
institutions to create redundant “free speech” policies. The 
only real effect of asking for these policies is that it allows 
the government to publicly misrepresent our post-secondary 
institutions as ideological enemies of conservative politics. 

Further, by halting the K–12 curriculum overhaul, the UCP 
is actively ignoring the latest educational research. The revised 
curriculum was the result of the collaboration of teachers and 
academics across and beyond the province, but the UCP halted 
its implementation, seemingly dismissing the tremendous 
research and data behind it. A policy proposal on the agenda 
for the upcoming UCP annual general meeting argues that 
the Alberta Education curriculum has led students to become 
“increasingly radicalized by extremist ideologies.” There is 
absolutely no evidence for this outrageous claim. Rather than 
objecting to extremist ideology, it seems that the UCP is upset 
that the new curriculum will include research-based facts: 
things like Indigenous history and environmental science.

If Albertans want a strong educational system, we can’t treat 
research and critical thinking as the enemy. Our economy 
won’t get stronger by encouraging ignorance. Through its anti-
educator and anti-intellectual ideology, the UCP is making it 
almost impossible for Alberta to produce the highly educated 
and entrepreneurial workforce that we desperately need.

EDMONTON

Brexit Envy
From “Wexit movement inspired by how smoothly Brexit is going,” 
by Anders Yates, The Beaverton, thebeaverton.com, Oct 24, 2019.

A fter the federal election results left many in western 
Canada feeling disappointed and alienated, a separatist 

movement has emerged online under the banner of “Wexit,” 
inspired by the efficient, painless and satisfying Brexit process 
currently underway across the Atlantic. 

“We need to follow the shining example of David Cameron,” 
stated Wexit supporter Mitch Reynolds, referring to the British 
prime minister who announced his resignation following the 
result of the Brexit referendum. “Wait, no, I mean Theresa 
May,” he continued, referring to the British prime minister who 
was forced to resign after failing to figure out how to deliver a 
split from the European Union. “OK, no, hold on, which one 
are they on now?” Reynolds added.

Albertans in particular have expressed frustration with being 
ruled by a federal party that is so anti-oil that it would only buy 
one pipeline. Much of this frustration has been expressed on 
social media by a series of bots, content aggregators, media reps 
for foreign owned oil companies, and the occasional Albertan. 

“Sure, I know Brexit did get caught up in some complications 
with treaties they had with Northern Ireland, I think,” 
explained long-haul truck driver David Armstrong. “But here 
in Alberta we don’t have any treaties we’d need to worry about,” 
he continued, while driving on a highway that crosses through 
multiple First Nations reserves.

While some have indicated that it may be easier for an island 
such as Great Britain to separate than it is for landlocked Alberta 
or Saskatchewan, the western provinces do share similarities 
with Britain in that they both benefit from subsidies from the 
governments they want no part of. 

As of press time, emergency rooms across the province of 
Quebec have reported a surge in injuries related to people 
rolling their eyes too hard.

EDMONTON

Corruption Alert
From “Albertans might need a public inquiry into the Public 
Inquiry into anti-Alberta Energy Campaigns,” by Dave Cournoyer, 
daveberta.ca, Nov 16, 2019. 

I t was not a banner week for Alberta’s public inquiry into 
“anti-Alberta energy campaigns.” It was supposed to look 

into the alleged foreign funding of such campaigns, but the 
$2.5-million public inquiry created by Premier Jason Kenney’s 
United Conservative Party government found itself in a 
credibility crisis this week after it was revealed that inquiry 
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Scale model of the moon measuring 6 m in diameter and featuring detailed NASA  
imagery of the lunar surface. Contemporary Calgary, until March 15, 2020.

commissioner Steve Allan awarded the Calgary law firm 
Dentons a $905,000 sole-source contract for legal advice.

Allan’s son is a partner at Dentons’ Calgary office, and Justice 
Minister Doug Schweitzer was a lawyer at that firm before 
he was elected to the Legislative Assembly. Schweitzer said 
he severed his connections to the firm earlier this year, but 
Allan’s son’s employment status at the firm raises some serious 
questions about conflict of interest.

NDP MLA Heather Sweet wrote to the ethics commissioner 
asking for an investigation into the sole-source contract. 
The commissioner responded that she has no jurisdiction to 
investigate the inquiry’s contract with Dentons.

The inquiry’s business is shrouded in secrecy and it was 
designed by the government to be exempt from freedom of 
information requests that would allow a certain degree of 
transparency. For example, the inquiry website states that 
Allan intended to travel to Vancouver and Washington, DC, 
in September 2019, and to Toronto and the north coast of BC 
in October 2019, but because the inquiry is exempt from FOIP 
requests, it is unclear who he met with during his travels.

But that has not stopped the media from digging, and the 
leaks from leaking. Allan is being paid $291,000 for his one-
year contract, according to information gathered by Alberta 
Today’s Allison Smith, and will be paid up to $800 per day to 
provide testimony following the completion of the inquiry’s 
investigation. The Edmonton Journal reported that the inquiry 

is hiring a part-time executive director for $108,123. CBC also 
reported that Allan donated $1,000 to Schweitzer’s campaign 
for the UCP leadership in 2017, which raises questions about 
the nature of his appointment as the inquiry’s commissioner.

Much of the basis of the inquiry’s investigation—that 
foreign-funded organizations like the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund are responsible for secretly financing anti-pipeline and 
anti-oil groups in Canada—appears to have been discredited 
by investigative research done by the National Observer’s 
Sandy Garossino. Garossino analyzed data on international 
charitable granting and found that international foundations, 
mostly American, have granted around $2-billion to Canadian 
groups over the last decade, but only 2 per cent of those funds 
(around $40-million) has gone towards pipeline opposition....

The Muttart Foundation, a non-profit with a storied history 
in Edmonton, released a stinging criticism of the inquiry in 
its 174-page submission to the inquiry. The foundation’s sub-
mission included a report showing that funding from outside 
Canada represented 0.85 per cent of total funding received by 
Canadian charities, and 0.26 per cent of total funding received 
by charities in Alberta. The Foundation harshly criticized the 
rhetoric, fear-mongering and false statements used to justify 
the inquiry and the government orders authorizing its cre-
ation. “To even imply that support of the energy industry or 
even agreement with government could become a criterion 
for determining whether an organization receives funding 
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comes, we suggest, dangerously close to government direction 
of speech and thought. Leaving aside the legality of such an 
action, one could suggest that such a course of action would be 
contrary to the very principles of democracy.” 

The inquiry is due to submit a final report to the Alberta 
government no later than July 2, 2020. In terms of the public 
inquiry’s credibility crisis and the damage it and the secrecy 
surrounding it could cause for our province’s reputation, 
Albertans might eventually need a public inquiry into the 
Public Inquiry into anti-Alberta Energy Campaigns.

CALGARY

Un-Albertan Activities 
From a letter by Ecojustice lawyers Barry Robinson and Kurt 
Stillwell to Commissioner Steve Allan re apparent bias in the 
Public Inquiry into Anti-Alberta Energy Campaigns, Sep 17, 2019.

T he labelling of certain positions as “anti-Alberta” is clearly 
pejorative language. Further, the prejudgment of many 

of the issues that may be raised in this Inquiry, including the 
Premier’s comments as discussed above, compounds this “anti-
Alberta” language. According to the Terms of Reference, those 
who campaign against oil and gas development, or even those 
who raise reasonable concerns about oil and gas development 
that could indirectly lead to a delay in a regulatory process, 
are presumed to be “anti-Alberta” and therefore guilty of some 
form of misconduct. 

For example, the definition of “anti-Alberta energy campaign” 
in clause 1(b) of the Terms of Reference is of such breadth that 
a landowner organization that submits a statement of concern 
with respect to a proposed oil or gas development that leads 
to a hearing under the Responsible Energy Development Act 
could be found to be part of an “anti-Alberta energy campaign” 
by making an “attempt to… indirectly delay” the development 
of Alberta’s oil and gas resources. 

This pejorative labelling of certain positions as “anti-Alberta” 
prior to the commencement of the Inquiry proceedings is 
reminiscent of the darkest days of the activities of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee which operated in the 
United States from 1938 until 1975. A public inquiry in 2019 
that commences by labelling a party that raises concerns with 
oil and gas development as “anti-Alberta” surely contributes 
to a reasonable apprehension of bias. Any informed person, 
viewing the matter realistically and practically—and having 
thought the matter through—would conclude, based on the 
circumstances described above, that there is a reasonable 
apprehension of bias regardless of your best intentions as 
Commissioner. Further, the overall structure and language of 
the Order and Terms of Reference restrict your ability to pursue 
a true fact-finding mission as opposed to simply documenting 
prejudged and pejorative conclusions of misconduct.… 

(iii) Remedy for Bias: It is impossible to have a fair hearing 
or to have procedural fairness if the hearing is tainted by 

a reasonable apprehension of bias. The damage created by 
a reasonable apprehension of bias cannot be remedied. A 
hearing that is tainted by a reasonable apprehension of bias is 
void ab initio.

CALGARY

Flawed Conspiracy
From “Debunked: Vivian Krause’s tar sands campaign conspiracy 
narrative,” by Markham Hislop, a report on EnergiMedia,  
https://energi.media, May 14, 2019. Krause is a blogger whose 
writings inspired the UCP’s $30-million “war room.”

V ivian Krause’s story is simple: The good guys (oil producers, 
pipeline companies) want to invest in Canada to create 

wealth and jobs, while the bad guys (US foundations and 
Canadian environmental groups organized as the Tar Sands 
Campaign) want to stop them. The bad guys, according to 
Krause, don’t play fair. They employ “exaggeration and outright 
falsehoods,” they have “deliberately sabotaged” every inter-
provincial pipeline project of the last decade, and their strategy 
is to “landlock” western Canadian oil, preventing it from 
accessing tidewater and markets other than the US. The short-
term objective is to stop Alberta oil and gas from expanding; 
the ultimate goal is to kill the Alberta oil sands.

The Tar Sands Campaign was supposedly organized and 
funded by shadowy US charities like the Tides Foundation and 
the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, possibly to force Canadian oil 
producers to continue selling cheap oil to American refineries, a 
form of “economic protectionism,” according to Krause.

That message sells in Alberta. Oh boy, does it sell, as Kenney 
demonstrated during the recent election campaign. Albertans 
are mad as hell. They understand that oil and gas busts are 
unavoidable, but they firmly believe that booms are a birthright 
and that they have been cheated out of the latest one. The 2009 
to 2014 oil sands construction boom drove profits and wages 
to dizzying heights; then came the inevitable bust of 2015 and 
2016, followed by a recovery that withered in 2018 thanks to 
pipeline shipping shortages that drove the differential between 
Western Canadian Select and West Texas Intermediate sky 
high, meaning lower real prices for Alberta producers….

Not all factions of the oil patch suffered equally. The big 
integrated producers with refineries in Canada and the US, 
or enough contracted pipeline capacity, weathered the storm 
reasonably well. The juniors and midcaps, and the small 
service companies that support conventional oil production, 
did not. Conventional oil may account for only 20 per cent of 
Alberta production, but the sector spends upwards of $20-billion 
annually on capital expenditures, creating a lot of business 
revenue and plenty of well-paid jobs in the process, especially 
in rural Alberta. This part of the oil patch still bleeds red ink.

Someone had to be held responsible by frustrated Albertans, 
and Krause provides a ready villain—the Tar Sands Campaign, 
which she claims is a “demarketing” exercise. “Whereas 
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marketing aims to increase demand, demarketing aims to 
reduce it,” she wrote. “Demarketing is done by instilling fear, 
uncertainty and doubt, not only in the minds of consumers, 
the broader public, policy makers and investors, but, most 
insidiously, within the mind of industry itself.” Is demarketing 
so powerful it can make oil and gas executives or roughnecks 
dislike oil and gas? Skeptical readers may want to discount that 
bit of hyperbole, which is typical of Krause’s prose style.

That said, Krause isn’t entirely wrong. When she says that the 
goal of the Tar Sands Campaign “seeks nothing short of stopping 
altogether the growth of the Alberta oil industry,” she is correct. 
Almost every one of the 15 ENGOs—except for the Pembina 
Institute, which argues for environmentally responsible 
development—I interviewed for this report agree with Krause 
on that point. And as far as I can tell, based upon information 
provided by the ENGOs, her estimates of money provided by 
US foundations to the Tars Sands Campaign are mostly right.

Nevertheless, Krause’s conspiracy narrative is deeply flawed 
and she makes critical mistakes that essentially invalidate 
her argument. Six important ones are discussed in this deep 
dive. One, American foundations such as Tides are not the 
drivers of the Tar Sands Campaign. Two, Krause leaves the 
impression that the US funding was quite large, when the 
opposite is true. Three, campaign leadership was provided by 
Canadians, particularly First Nations, who are almost absent 
from her narrative. Four, she minimizes the impact of funding 

from Canadian foundations, governments, corporations and 
individual donors, which appears to be far and away the biggest 
source of money for anti-pipeline ENGOs. Five, many of her 
conclusions are simply not supported by her data. Six, the Tar 
Sands Campaign essentially collapsed after Rachel Notley’s 
government introduced the Alberta Climate Leadership 
Plan in late 2015, but Krause conveniently ignores this fact, 
perhaps because she doesn’t know or maybe because making 
that information public might affect bookings for the speaking 
engagements that generate the bulk of her income.

EDMONTON

Snitch Hunt
From tweets by Dónal O’Beirne during a post-budget presentation 
by Leela Aheer, Alberta’s Minister for Culture, Multiculturalism 
and Status of Women, Oct 29, 2019. O’Beirne is the board 
president of Shadow Theatre in Edmonton. 

D ónal O’Beirne @DonoYEG Sitting in the overflow room 
at the Federal Building to listen to the main estimates for 

Culture, Multiculturalism & SOW [Status of Women]. There’s 
dozens of stakeholders concerned about the funding of arts in 
Alberta here ready to engage….

T H E  WO N D E R S  O F  L A K E  A B R A H A M — E X P O S E D  BY  W E N D I  F O R ST E R  
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@DonoYEG There is not a lot of consensus in the stakeholder 
room on the minister’s assertion that our beautiful landscape 
and low corporate taxes will keep film production here.
@DonoYEG Min Aheer confirms the gov’t WILL honour all 
letter of intents issues for projects. 
@DonoYEG Min Aheer states that they will be helping not-
for-profits and arts groups become self-sufficient. That sent 
a chill through the room. Does that mean eliminating grant 
funding long-term?
@DonoYEG Min Aheer keeps asking who is bringing forward 
concerns to the opposition members. If they wanted their 
names public, they would have done it already. Asking who 
puts a chill on questions asked and concerns raised…
@DonoYEG By far the largest concern in the stakeholder 
room is that the impact of the budget on not-for-profits and 
arts organizations is not at all transparent. 

EDMONTON

Damaging Public Trust
From a media release by Alberta’s Election Commissioner, Lorne 
Gibson, Nov 19, 2019. Gibson had been fired the previous day, 
when the UCP government eliminated his position with Bill 22.

I have had numerous media requests for interviews and 
comments on Bill 22, which, among other very important 

things, eliminates the position of the Election Commissioner 
as an independent officer of the Legislative Assembly and 
transfers responsibility for election law enforcement back to 
Elections Alberta… I was surprised and disappointed with 
the news of this move, which came to my attention by way of 
media reports yesterday at 3 p.m. My disappointment is not 
related to my personal role as commissioner, now or in the 
future. I am concerned about the potential negative impacts 
on the independence of election administration and the real 
and perceived integrity of the election process. 

This disappointment stems from my firm belief that the 
citizens of Alberta must have confidence and trust in the 
integrity of all aspects of the provincial electoral process, not 
just the casting and counting of ballots on election day. This 
includes trust and confidence that the election laws established 
by the legislative assembly are being followed and that there are 
consequences for those who choose not to follow them. 

The purpose of election laws is to ensure fair and free 
competition among political parties and candidates. Sound 
election laws, impartial administration of these laws and 
effective enforcement are essential to maintain the integrity 
of the electoral process and the legitimacy of the outcomes of 
the wider processes of democratic government. Election rules 
approved by legislatures are intended to promote and protect 
fundamental democratic principles and values that are crucial 
to ensuring fair, free, transparent and credible elections. 

Democratic election processes require mechanisms for the 
identification of violations of election rules and the resolution of 

complaints regarding alleged violations. Participants who seek 
to violate or take unfair advantage of those rules must be held 
accountable for actions that cross legal and ethical lines. After 
thorough and fair investigations, they must be subject to penal-
ties appropriate to the nature of the offence. Fairness requires 
that offenders pay a price for wrongdoing, including negative 
publicity. Effective enforcement serves as a deterrent to others 
contemplating illegal activities and prevents the emergence of a 
culture of corruption within the political and electoral process. 

Inadequate enforcement of election rules can allow for 
inappropriate conduct to occur, and that conduct can affect 
voter participation and election outcomes. If elections are not 
seen as legitimate, citizens can become discouraged from being 
participants in the political process as contestants in nomination 
contests, candidates in elections, contenders for leadership 
positions, volunteers on behalf of the party or candidate of 
their choice, or even as voters. If election rules are not well 
understood and respected by political actors, and not adequately 
enforced by independent and impartial election management 
and enforcement bodies, erosion of public confidence and trust 
in the election process and its outcomes can occur. This impact 
can, in turn, weaken public confidence in democratic institutions 
such as the legislative assembly and provincial government, 
which are designed to be regularly renewed and legitimized 
through the election process. More broadly, a perceived lack 
of integrity in any aspect of the election process can diminish 
the legitimacy of the outcomes of the governing process and 
damage public trust in democratic governance. 

EDMONTON

Race to Kansas?
From “Will Kenney’s cuts be in tune with a modern Alberta?,” 
by Jim Rutkowski, Edmonton Journal, Sep 26, 2019. Rutkowski 
was the principal secretary to former premier Rachel Notley.

R achel Notley always liked to joke that her timing was 
perfect. She became premier just as the Alberta Advantage 

was coming apart.... By the end, the PC edifice had rotted out. 
The wreckage was everywhere: an economy overexposed to oil 
prices, a tax system that couldn’t pay for basic services, and an 
entitled political culture unable to adapt to a changing province 
or to confront the challenges of a changing world.

Thrown headfirst into this mess, Rachel and her team 
unleashed a torrent of change. From climate leadership to labour 
law and campaign finance reform to breaking the back of Tory 
patronage and insider dealing, the novice government earned 
its place as one of Alberta’s great reforming and modernizing 
governments, rivalling that of Peter Lougheed’s in the 1970s. 

The next four years, under a restored conservative 
government, will put that legacy to the test. It comes down to a 
simple question: Is the new government in tune with modern 
Alberta’s zeitgeist? Or will its prescriptions—low corporate 
taxes, climate denial or at best indifference, and deep cuts to 
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core public services—be anathema in a new Alberta reality?
Obviously, the election results say that Alberta is, at its core, 

a deeply conservative place. Albertans flirted with NDP rule to 
send the Tories a message, but put them back into power just 
as soon as the chance arrived. But let’s remember, Mr. Kenney’s 
brand of conservatism is not that of his PC predecessors, even 
King Ralph. It is “movement conservatism,” born on American 
university campuses, which joined deep social conservatism 
with a cult-like belief in the power of free markets and small 
government. It’s less the heir of Peter Lougheed than it is of 
Barry Goldwater, the 1964 Republican presidential nominee 
who famously lauded the virtues of extremism.

And despite Kenney’s ascendance to the premier’s office, this 
peculiar brand of American-style conservatism might just be 
a very awkward political fit in today’s Alberta. As evidence, 
look to places like Kansas that became laboratory mice for this 
kind of hard-edged conservatism. In 2012, then-governor Sam 
Brownback implemented the largest tax cut in the state’s history, 
promising a “shot of adrenaline” to its economy. It turned out to 

be a poison pill. Revenues collapsed, services were slashed and 
the promised economic renaissance never materialized. Five 
years later, even Republicans were lining up to repeal the cuts.

Alberta certainly isn’t Kansas. It’s bigger, richer and much more 
diverse. Its labour movement is stronger. Its public education 
system is better. And it’s had medicare for all for generations. 
What failed so badly in a state like Kansas has even less chance of 
working in a place like Alberta. Nonetheless, the restored Tory 
regime promises to take Alberta down a similar path, believing 
that Alberta’s advantage lies in race-to-the bottom economic 
and social policy—that what couldn’t even fly in Kansas will 
somehow make Alberta soar. Perhaps that is what Albertans are 
looking for—to mimic the politics of a small and struggling US 
state in the service of a failed ideology. And if that’s true, then 
Premier Kenney will be the first of many more conservative 
premiers managing Alberta’s long-term decline and isolation in 
a fast-changing world. Then again, maybe Rachel Notley was 
right. Alberta politics have changed. So has Alberta. And this 
Tory dynasty will be a lot shorter than planned. 

No Parties in This House
 
From “Consensus Government in the NWT: A Parliamentary 
Panacea?,” by Tim Mercer, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 
of NWT, May 2017. Full report: bit.ly/36jglaA

F or those who think that a loosening of party discipline is 
the structural cure for the perceived ills of Westminster-

style responsible government, the NWT provides a useful 
case study. Proponents of NWT’s so-called “consensus 
government” argue that the absence of parties allows for 
more open and genuine debate on the floor of the Legislative 
Assembly. The puerile theatrics and acrimony that dominate 
most partisan legislatures are largely absent. Members are 
free to vote on issues according to their own values or those 
of their constituents. Because the cabinet is in a perennial 
minority, it must be genuinely responsive to the views of other 
members and can’t impose its agenda upon the House.… 

Consensus government, it is argued, reflects the political 
values of the Aboriginal people who constitute a majority of the 
members of the NWT Legislative Assembly and the territory 
as a whole: a distaste for confrontation; a preference for 
decentralized power; a belief that the best decisions result from 
respectful and extensive dialogue; and a lack of enthusiasm for 
representative as opposed to direct democracy.… 

Every four years a general election is held to return a 
member from each of NWT’s 19 electoral districts. Candi-
dates run as independents. Results are largely decided on the 
strength of each candidate’s character and individual record. 
Once a Speaker has been elected, members elect a cabinet 
consisting of a premier and six ministers. Although premiers 

assign portfolios, they neither choose who is appointed to 
cabinet nor have the authority to revoke appointments. …
Absent the structural power typically afforded first ministers 
in the Westminster tradition, the premier of NWT is truly a 
first amongst equals. To lead effectively, he or she must mix 
inspiration, persuasion, hard work and experience.

The remaining 11 “regular members” are appointed to 
committees and, to a limited extent, work together to hold 
cabinet to account. They do not, however, present themselves 
as a “government in waiting.” Their ultimate goal is not to 
discredit, embarrass or defeat the government. Unanimous 
support for legislative and budgetary proposals is normally 
sought by cabinet, and is commonly received.… This is not to 
suggest cabinet is given free rein to govern in the absence of 
meaningful accountability and oversight. In fact, as regular 
members don’t oppose the government on principle, their 
criticisms are viewed as more genuine and meaningful.…

For those accustomed to boisterous parliamentary debate, 
the relative civility of the NWT Legislative Assembly stands 
out immediately. When a member is speaking, interruptions, 
heckling or sidebar conversations are frowned upon. The 
Speaker is seldom required to intervene.… For the most 
part, Question Period is used to get answers from ministers, 
as opposed to attempting to discredit, embarrass or score 
political points. In the absence of party discipline, members 
are able to speak freely on behalf of their constituents or 
present their individual perspectives. Minds are frequently 
changed and positions modified to reach solutions that a 
majority can support.… In this sense, the NWT Legislative 
Assembly is truer to the notion of parliament as a forum for 
the free and open exchange of ideas. #

DEMOCRACY ELSEWHERE         NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
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By GRAHAM THOMSON 

W
E SHOULD HAVE SEEN IT coming. 
The first inkling that controversy 
would dog Jason Kenney’s victory in 
the 2017 United Conservative Party 
leadership race came not during 
that contest but a year earlier, when 

Kenney ran for the leadership of the Progressive Conservatives.
On the evening of November 16, 2016, at the very first 

meeting to choose delegates to the PCs’ leadership convention, 
the Kenney team broke the rules so flagrantly you’d swear it 
was deliberate. Kenney’s campaign set up a hospitality suite 
with free food and booze at the Mill Woods Golf Course 
clubhouse, just a few paces from the room where delegates 
were about to be chosen. 

A report in the Edmonton Journal described what 
happened. “You can’t be here,” party president Katherine 
O’Neill told Kenney as he walked inside what was, in effect, a 
polling station.

“Oh gosh, sorry, I didn’t know,” Kenney replied.
After a tense exchange between Kenney’s officials and 

PC party executives, Kenney left, but not before one of his 
campaign strategists called the rules “ridiculous.” When 
party executives told Kenney’s officials his campaign could 
face a financial penalty, one responded with a shrug, “We 
can afford it.”

The Kenney campaign—flush with money and self-
confidence—would win all 15 delegates at that meeting. 
However, the PC party would deem Kenney’s actions so brazen 
that his campaign was fined $5,000 and the delegate selection 
meeting nullified and rescheduled.

It didn’t make any difference. The campaign went on to 
become a raucous four-month brawl in which other candidates 
cited attacks by Kenney proxies and supporters. Sandra Jansen, 
a PC MLA, said she was harassed at the party’s November 
convention in Red Deer: “Insults were scrawled on my 
nomination forms. Volunteers from another campaign chased 

How Ethical 
is Alberta’s 
Governing 
Party?
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The UCP scandals include 
alleged voter fraud by Jason 
Kenney supporters, as well 
as the so-called “kamikaze” 
campaign of Jeff Callaway.

me up and down the hall, attacking me for protecting women’s 
reproductive rights, and my team was jeered for supporting 
children’s rights to a safe school environment.”

Jansen pointed the finger at Kenney supporters. Kenney 
denied any wrongdoing. An internal PC investigation found 
evidence of “rude” behaviour by convention delegates but didn’t 
blame a particular campaign.

Shortly afterward, the two women in the leadership race—
Jansen and former MLA Donna Kennedy-Glans—abruptly 
dropped out. 

Kenney went on to steamroll his remaining competition, 
handily winning the PC leadership in March 2017 with 75 per 
cent support from delegates. The Kenney campaign template, 
where rules are ignored, dirty-tricks proxies employed and 
opponents trampled, had proven successful. 

It was ready for deployment in the UCP leadership race.
The questions surrounding that race point to two 

controversies or, if you prefer, scandals: the investigation 
by Alberta’s election commissioner that has led to $207,000 
in fines against the so-called “kamikaze” campaign of Jeff 
Callaway; and the RCMP investigation into complaints of 
voter fraud by Kenney supporters.

The two often become conflated in people’s minds, but they 
are separate kinds of wrongdoings.

JEFF CALLAWAY WAS ALWAYS AN UNLIKELY candidate 
and never a particularly believable one.

As president of the Wildrose Party before its members 
voted to join forces with the PCs to form the UCP in July 
of 2017, Callaway had never publicly expressed an interest 
in running for leadership. In fact, he was an enthusiastic 
supporter of Kenney and a thorn in the side of former 
Wildrose leader Brian Jean. Callaway’s entry into the UCP 
race came as a surprise even, arguably, to Callaway, who had 
no platform to discuss when he held what appeared to be a 
hastily called news conference in Calgary on August 11 that 
year. Just 20 people turned up—half of them with the news 
media—to listen to Callaway take some obligatory swipes at 
the Notley government and some non-obligatory swipes at 
fellow leadership candidate Jean.

That, we later learned, was Callaway’s sole job—to attack 
Jean and thus allow Kenney to float above the fray. 

Then, after criticizing Jean for months during the campaign, 
Callaway suddenly dropped out of the race just two days 
before he had to pay $37,500 as the final instalment of his 
entry fee, and threw his support behind Kenney.

“No, I had the money,” he told reporters. “I mean, I’m a 
finance guy, so money wasn’t an issue. It really was about, I 
think, clarifying the choice for Albertans.”

But money was a problem in more ways than one. In late 
2018 Alberta’s election commissioner received an anonymous 
tip that questioned the source of Callaway’s campaign 
finances. The commissioner’s subsequent investigation 
uncovered a Gordian knot of financial subterfuge.

According to court documents compiled by the election 
commissioner, Callaway’s campaign had just $4,370 in the 

bank immediately before the leadership race was to officially 
kick off in September 2017. Then, within 48 hours, he had 
almost $60,000—enough to cover the $57,500 initial entry 
fee. This wasn’t from a flood of citizens spontaneously passing 
the hat to support Callaway. According to the election 
commissioner, this was a deliberate plot by senior members of 
the Callaway camp to circumvent election financing laws by 
having a corporate entity contribute the $60,000 but pretend 
it came from individuals.

According to the commissioner’s findings, Callaway and 
his campaign’s communications manager, Cam Davies, 
orchestrated a scheme with Calgary businessman Robyn 
Lore to direct the corporate cash through “straw donors.” 
On September 11, Davies met Lore inside Bankers Hall in 
Calgary near the Royal Bank. Lore had his bank wire $60,000 
to Davies’s account in the Royal. They went inside the bank, 
where they began withdrawing the funds in bank drafts, 
$3,000 at a time. They gave these to supporters, who then 
deposited the drafts in their personal accounts, immediately 
withdrew the money, and handed it to Callaway or Davies, 
who were waiting outside.

Lorne Gibson, Alberta’s election commissioner, was blunt 
in the conclusion of his submission to the court: “This scheme 
was designed to circumvent contribution limits established by 
law, furnish prohibited funds to a nomination contestant and 
deceive the Chief Electoral Officer and Elections Alberta.”

In an exclusive interview with CBC News, Davies confirmed 
his part in the scheme but felt he’d been taken advantage of by 
people he trusted. “I was put in the position—a last-minute 
request was made by someone that I had worked with before 
and trusted and respected,” said Davies. “And so there was 
a certain level of trust where there should have been quite a 
bit more questions and caution exercised when asked to do T

A
D

Z
IO

 R
IC

H
A

R
D

S



2 6   M A R C H  2020

FEATU R E HOW ETHICAL IS ALBERTA’S GOVERNING PART Y?

something that, you know, now realizing was not necessarily 
in line with the legislation of that time.”

In the space of a year and a half after beginning his 
investigation, Gibson levelled a string of fines for breaking 
political finance laws against 15 individuals tied to the 
Callaway campaign. Those fines total more than $200,000. 
Callaway himself was fined $70,000. 

Callaway denied any wrongdoing and requested a judicial 
review, arguing the election commissioner “incorrectly” or 
“unreasonably” exercised his powers and is “biased” against 
him. A ruling is expected in fall 2020.

He has also denied he was a proxy or “stalking horse” for 
Kenney. But that argument has been undercut by multiple 
sources, the first being a recording from August 2017 between 
Callaway campaign organizer Wendy Adam and UCP member 
Mark Hudson. Hudson, concerned about possible campaign 
wrongdoing, later leaked the recording to the media.

“Jeff [Callaway] is going to run a serious campaign but 
the reason that we’re running Jeff as a serious campaign is 
because Jeff will be able to say things about Brian Jean that 
Jason Kenney cannot,” says Adam.

Hudson chimes in, “It’s a kamikaze mission.”
“Exactly,” replies Adam.
(In March 2019, Hudson would quit the UCP riding 

association board in Livingstone-Macleod, saying he’d 
been “tormented” by other board members for making the 
recording public). 

Most damning of all are the internal UCP documents 
obtained by CBC News that clearly indicate the Kenney camp 
collaborated closely with the Callaway camp. The Kenney 
campaign provided help to Callaway’s team for speeches, 
videos and attack ads, all aimed at undermining Kenney’s main 
opponent, Jean. Matt Wolf, a senior Kenney staffer (who would 
become Premier Kenney’s director of issues management) not 
only communicated regularly with Cam Davies, but emailed 
him a resignation speech for Callaway to read on October 4, 
2017, the day the candidate was to quit the leadership race. 

The CBC’s blockbuster story clearly tying the Kenney 
campaign to “kamikaze Callaway” exploded on the eve of the 
2019 provincial election. And then fizzled—in no small part 
thanks to Kenney’s deft handling. On March 18, Kenney ran 
a gauntlet of aggressive questioning by journalists for almost 
an hour in the media room at the Legislature, all the while 
calmly repeating he’d done nothing wrong. Indeed, he said 
two campaigns collaborating during a leadership race was 

just politics as usual: “There was a degree of communication 
back and forth.”

Premier Rachel Notley, just one day away from calling 
the provincial election, insisted there was nothing routine 
about it: “At its very best, it amounts to very dark, backroom 
politics focused on thwarting democracy. At its worst, it is 
criminal in nature.”

Even Jean popped up his head, after having remained silent 
for months, to express his frustration that he’d warned both 
the UCP and former prime minister Stephen Harper about 
the kamikaze campaign. “This is what I was afraid of. I wrote 
to @Jkenney twice about this in last 3 months. Sent Harper 
a note,” he said on Twitter. “No one called me back. Nothing 
was done. People involved in this mess were kept on payroll 
and remained candidates.”

Kenney’s soothing narrative, however, would stick. Even if 
collaborating with the Callaway campaign was underhanded 
and smelled of dirty tricks, it wasn’t illegal. Besides, people 
think that’s how politics works. Or they simply didn’t care 
on the eve of an election fought on jobs, pipelines and the 
economy. 

Even when the fines levied by the election commissioner 
began piling up, almost daily, the finger of guilt pointed at 
the Callaway campaign, not Kenney’s. But in the same week 
that Kenney was stamping out the kamikaze brushfire, news 
broke of an RCMP investigation into the UCP leadership 
race. For Kenney, this threatened to break out into a political 
firestorm.

C
BC NEWS BROKE THE STORY OF THE 
RCMP investigation on March 15, 2019. 
Notley was all set to call the election and 
likely couldn’t believe her luck. Here was 
her political opponent, on track to defeat 
her according to every public opinion poll, 

facing a police investigation.
But there was a problem. The story had few details other 

than that Election Commissioner Lorne Gibson had learned 
of allegations of voter fraud in the leadership race and, 
because these were beyond his mandate, had handed over the 
complaints to the RCMP. “We are aware of the allegations and 
are looking into the information that was provided to us,” said a 
police spokesperson. “No further information will be provided 
on this matter unless there are criminal charges laid.”

Kenney offered a familiar response, denying any 
wrongdoing and pointing the finger elsewhere. “This is not 
about our campaign. This is about someone else’s leadership 
campaign from 18 months ago,” he said, pivoting back to the 
election campaign about to begin. “Albertans want to focus on 
jobs and the economy.”

A complicating factor was the identity of one of the major 
complainants against Kenney. A month before the 2019 
election began, former UCP MLA Prab Gill had publicly 
alleged that thousands of fake votes were cast for Kenney in 
the leadership race after Kenney’s campaign team created 
“fraudulent email addresses.” He’d taken his allegations 

Fines for breaking political 
finance laws (totalling more than 
$200,000) were levied against 
15 people tied to the campaign, 
including Callaway himself.



  

A 2018 letter from the Motor Dealers’ Association of 
Alberta to its members affirmed Kenney’s promise to address 
the MDA’s concerns if elected. Dealers subsequently donated 
over $800,000 to a UCP-aligned political action committee.

On July 4, 2019, Steve Allan was named commissioner—at 
a salary of $290,000—of the “Public Inquiry Into Funding of Anti-
Alberta Energy Campaigns.” Eleven days later Allan awarded a 
$905,000 sole-source contract to a Calgary law firm, Dentons, 
in which his son is a partner. Until April 2019, Doug Schweitzer, 
who appointed Allan, was also a partner at Dentons.

On July 8 the UCP government paid for three western 
premiers and their wives to fly to Saskatoon following a 
Stampede pancake breakfast. Of the charter flight’s 16 
passengers, only five were Government of Alberta employees. 
The flight cost the public $16,764.

The UCP government stacked public boards in August 
with aligned members, ignoring the open-hiring process.

In October the UCP government announced that its  
“war room” would not be subject to freedom of information 
laws—an exception that Sean Holman, a FOI law expert at 
Mount Royal University, called “absolutely outrageous.”

In October Kenney donated to the defence of a rural 
property owner being sued by a trespasser he’d shot, raising 
concerns about judicial fairness and government giving cover 
to reckless gun use. “The last thing we want is people feeling 
emboldened toward the edge of vigilantism,” wrote Journal 
columnist Keith Gerein.

In October Kenney appointed Peter Singh to the Heritage 
Fund standing committee. Singh, UCP MLA for Calgary-East, 
was under investigation by the election commissioner for fraud 
and bribery allegations re his nomination, and his business was 
searched by the RCMP just before the 2019 election.

In November the UCP government brought in legislation 
to fire election commissioner Lorne Gibson. Alberta’s Ethics 
Commissioner said any UCP MLA being investigated by 
Gibson who voted on the bill could be considered in a conflict 
of interest. Bill 22 passed, with all UCP MLAs in favour.  

On November 9 UCP media handlers deleted social 
media comments and blocked users from viewing a 
livestreamed Kenney speech. “I was just muted from Jason 
Kenney’s Facebook with my comment deleted for voicing 
respectfully that I do not wish for him to control our CPP and 
police force,” tweeted Spruce Grove teacher Allison Dakin.

In November, without consulting workers, the UCP 
government transferred assets from all public sector pension 
plans to AIMCo. Alberta Federation of Labour president Gil 
McGowan called this “tantamount to theft.” 

In January 2020, CBC reported that Allan conditioned his 
support for Schweitzer on the candidate’s endorsement of the 
Springbank Dam (an alleged conflict of interest), and that Allan’s 
donation to Schweitzer wasn’t disclosed to Elections Alberta.

A PATTERN OF BEHAVIOUR

Top left: UCP Justice Minister Doug Schweitzer; 
top right: UCP MLA Peter Singh; middle: western 
premiers, three of whom the UCP government flew at 
taxpayer expense; bottom: Steve Allan, commissioner 
of the UCP inquiry into “anti-Albertan activities.”
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to the RCMP. But Gill was himself tainted. The previous 
summer he’d resigned from the UCP caucus after an internal 
investigation accused him of ballot stuffing during a 2018 
constituency meeting in Calgary-North East. 

After Gill went public about UCP fraud, the party disparaged 
him as a disgraced politician who nursed a grievance against 
Kenney. Lawyers for the party sent Gill a cease and desist letter. 
“He’s free to say what he wants to, of course, but he will also 
be held accountable if he defames the official Opposition with 
these ridiculous conspiracy theories,” Kenney told reporters.

The UCP also denied any wrongdoing. Party executive 
director Janice Harrington insisted safeguards were put in 
place to avoid voter fraud. “For example, all voting members 
had to physically verify their identity using government-
issued ID,” she said in a statement. “This was specifically to 
prevent mass sign-ups of false memberships. Methods were 
also used to ensure that a high volume of votes were not being 
cast from the same location.” To drive home a point, she said 
the final vote wasn’t even close, with Kenney taking 35,623 
votes to Jean’s 18,336. It’s not as if a few hundred or even a few 
thousand questionable ballots would have made a difference.

Days after the RCMP announced its investigation, Gill’s 
assertions were echoed by another UCP insider, Hardyal 
(Happy) Mann. Mann said he’d attended a meeting at Callaway’s 
house on July 19, 2017, to discuss running a campaign to 
attack Jean. Mann said Kenney was at that meeting. Kenney 
acknowledged attending the meeting but denied any conspiracy 
to run Callaway as a “stalking horse” to discredit Jean.

The UCP moved quickly to discredit Mann too, pointing 
out he’d been rejected by the UCP as a candidate for the 
2019 election after allegations surfaced linking him to an 
incident where a Calgary radio host had been assaulted. The 
allegations and counterallegations felt like a political tug of 
war where party insiders were refighting old grievances. And 
nobody seemed entirely innocent.

Finally, in October 2019, the CBC published an in-depth 
look at the complaints of voter fraud. Disgruntled UCP 
insiders complained that they’d bought blocks of party 
memberships for people in the southeast Asian community 
but were never repaid. Buying blocks of memberships and 
then handing them out for free is a violation of UCP rules. 
But Tariq Chaudhry, former president of the Pakistan Canada 
Association in Edmonton, said that’s what he did for the 
Kenney campaign, spending $6,000 on membership fees.

Even though party rules did not allow campaigns to set up 
storefront kiosks (voting stations), Kenney supporters also 
did just that. According to the CBC, Chaudhry said his role 
at the kiosks was to phone UCP members in the Pakistani-
Canadian community and ask for their PINs. He said he 
didn’t manage to get many, but those he got he passed to Tim 
Uppal, who played a key role on Kenney’s campaign (Uppal 
was a Conservative MP in Edmonton until 2015, and was 
again elected as an MP in October 2019). Uppal shared the 
PINs in turn with volunteers, who used them to cast votes for 
Kenney, said Chaudhry.

Speaking through a representative, Uppal has denied any 

wrongdoing and said he may have dropped by the kiosk but 
only to say hello. Kenney has likewise denied any knowledge 
of voter fraud, but has said on several occasions that if illegal 
voting took place it was done without his knowledge or that 
of his campaign officials. One senior party member who 
spoke to me on condition of anonymity alleged that members 
of a rogue element within the southeast Asian community 
wanted to ingratiate themselves with Kenney. “They wanted 
to curry favour with the leader,” he said. “They were all about 
‘Look at how many people I could bring out.’” But he claimed 
they acted without the party’s approval.

(Since the October CBC story broke, Kenney and key 
campaign members have denied any wrongdoing. Neither 
Kenney nor officials such as Matt Wolf responded to requests 
for an interview specifically for this article.)

W
HAT ARE ALBERTANS TO think 
of reports of fraudulent activity dur-
ing the UCP leadership race? On 
paper these kinds of scandals should 
rock parties to their core; leaders in 
Canada have resigned over less. But 

the UCP scandals have barely made a ripple. They are cloaked 
in details so dense and complex as to make them opaque. 
Charges and countercharges and allegations of wrongdoing 
are made by men who themselves are accused of wrongdoing.

Some people involved have taken their lumps and quietly 
paid their fines, while others, such as Callaway, maintain 
their innocence while the courts review the evidence. Most 
importantly, no trail of breadcrumbs leads back to Kenney. 
And that’s where this would have to go for it to penetrate the 
public consciousness. The fishy odour emanating from the 
UCP leadership race has attracted the attention of opposition 
politicians and news media, but not the public.

At the outset of the 2019 election, Calgary columnist 
Catherine Ford predicted voters would be “yawning all over 
the province” at the allegations of wrongdoing in the UCP 
race. “I really don’t think this is going to have any effect 
whatsoever on the Alberta election,” Ford told CBC Radio. 
She was right. It must have driven the NDP more than a little 
batty to see how Kenney’s beeline to the premier’s chair wasn’t 
knocked off course by multiple accounts of fraud.

But these remain top of mind for the NDP, as evidenced by 
the first question period with Kenney as premier and Notley 
as Opposition leader. “I want to take the opportunity through 
you [the Speaker] to congratulate the Premier on his election 
victory,” said Notley on May 23, offering the barest glimpse 
of an olive branch before changing the topic. “In fact, in the 
days before that election it was confirmed that the RCMP 
were investigating serious allegations of fraud related to the 
2017 UCP leadership race. It is unprecedented that you have 
an active police investigation into something that touches on 
the interests of both the Premier and the Solicitor General, 
who were both candidates in that race. In the interests of 
protecting the integrity of our justice system in Alberta, why 
has the Premier refused to hire a special prosecutor?”

FEATU R E HOW ETHICAL IS ALBERTA’S GOVERNING PART Y?
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Notley was referring to Justice Minister Doug Schweitzer, 
the forgotten candidate in the UCP leadership race. He 
finished third (and last) with 4,273 votes, but that was enough 
to catapult him into Kenney’s graces and into cabinet. They 
weren’t always friends. During the 2017 race, Schweitzer took 
aim at Kenney’s social conservatism. In an open letter to UCP 
members, he suggested Kenney had not released a detailed 
platform on issues, particularly LGBTQ concerns, “because 
he’s been on the wrong side of history so many times.”

But there is no greater salve in politics than electoral 
victory. And when it comes to treating hurt feelings in the 
conservative movement, there is no greater healer than 
Kenney. After a divisive leadership race, UCP members have 
rallied behind Kenney. 

That hasn’t erased questions that should be troubling 
Albertans as a whole. Just what happened in the UCP 
leadership race? If the party took great pains to ensure the vote 
was above board, how could one campaign manage to find 
itself in such deep trouble with the election commissioner? 
And if there’s nothing to see here, why is the RCMP still 
looking into allegations of voter fraud? According to a January 
2020 CBC report quoting an unnamed source, the RCMP is 
also investigating whether the Callaway campaign defrauded 
donors who believed the campaign was legitimate. The 

“This scheme was designed to 
circumvent contribution limits… 
furnish prohibited funds… and 
deceive the Chief Electoral 
Officer and Elections Alberta.” 
lorne gibson, now-fired election commissioner

RCMP has questioned at least five cabinet ministers and three 
members of caucus. The police also raided the business of 
UCP candidate (now MLA) Peter Singh during the election to 
recover electronics and a suitcase as part of their investigation.

And one of the most troubling questions of all: Why did 
the UCP take the extraordinary step in November 2019 to 
fire Gibson as election commissioner? Legislation transferred 
the election commissioner position to the office of the Chief 
Electoral Officer—but made a point of not transferring 
Gibson or his salary. They move was justified as a way to save 
money ($200,000 a year; roughly Gibson’s salary); the CEO 
said he’d continue any investigations Gibson began. But 
opposition MLAs smelled a rat and accused Kenney of trying 
to disrupt the investigations. Mount Royal political science 
professor Duane Bratt, in a CBC interview, was more blunt: 
“It’s a cover-up. Plain and simple, it’s a cover-up.”

Gibson’s firing has managed to make a complex story even 
more convoluted. At the end of the day, we know this: The 
RCMP began investigating allegations of wrongdoing in a 
leadership race that included as candidates two powerful 
men, one who would become Alberta’s premier, the other, the 
justice minister. And the latter is the person responsible for 
the RCMP, which is conducting the investigation.

That’s why the NDP demanded Schweitzer appoint a special 
out-of-province prosecutor to provide independent advice 
to the RCMP. Schweitzer initially refused, saying he had 
confidence in police independence. Eventually the Crown’s 
office called in a prosecutor from Ontario—although the 
name was not revealed, leaving critics to wonder if Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford sent someone with a political bias.

And we wait for answers. Or, rather, the news media and 
opposition politicians wait. Most Albertans don’t seem 
to care. And they won’t unless something else significant 
happens. Even then, it will have to point to Kenney.

“I think it’s going to take something bigger than just 
another fine, or just more revelations about passwords and 
kiosks,” says Bratt. “It’s clear that dirty money was going 
into the Callaway camp, but so far there are no linkages to 
the Kenney team.” The RCMP investigation may end without 
charges, or with charges against a rogue element within the 
UCP that’s already been disowned by the party.

But the allegations themselves should be of great concern 
to Albertans, says Richard Starke, who finished second to 
Kenney in the PC leadership race. After the UCP’s formation 
in 2017, Starke refused to join his caucus mates in crossing 
the floor to the new party, saying he was troubled by Kenney’s 
polarizing approach to politics.

He worries the scandals surrounding the UCP leadership 
race will do lasting damage to democracy. “These are really, 
really serious allegations of some pretty serious malfeasance, 
and that should be cause for concern for Albertans,” says 
Starke. “We want to know we can trust and rely on the 
integrity of our democratic institutions.” #

Graham Thomson is a member of the Legislature Press Gallery 
and a former Edmonton Journal political columnist.
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BIOGRAPHY
Born: Kelowna, BC
Education: Bachelor of Laws, 
University of Manitoba
Factoid: Before law school, Schweitzer 
played baseball (1999–2001) at Cerro Coso 
Community College, Ridgecrest, CA
Quote: “I could throw hard, but I didn’t 
have the greatest control in the world.” 
—Schweitzer, in Canadian Lawyer
Work experience: Bankruptcy and 
restructuring lawyer, Dentons
Political experience: Helped run Hugh 
McFadyen’s Manitoba PC leadership 
campaign (2006); CEO of Manitoba PC 
party (2008–2009); ran Jim Prentice’s 
Alberta PC leadership campaign (2014)
UCP experience: Ran for party 
leadership (in the race featuring Jeff 
“Kamikaze” Callaway); finished third
2017 race quotes: “[I oppose] the leader-
centric partisan model from Ottawa. 
People are just sick and tired of hyper-
partisanship and they’re tired of career 
politicians.” (Cgy. Herald, 2017/6/1)
And: “I will challenge on the facts and 
policies, but I will not be personal.”
Lapsed pledge? “Trudeau’s mayor is out 
to lunch. …Unlike his friend in Ottawa, 
he should get his fiscal house in order.” 
—Schweitzer referring to Calgary mayor 
Naheed Nenshi, Twitter, 2019/10/29
Elected as MLA: 2019/4/16
Riding: Calgary-Elbow
Sworn in as minister: 2019/4/30 G
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Doug Schweitzer
MINISTER’S RECORD
• challenged constitutionality of the 
federal carbon tax (court case ongoing)
• launched inquiry into “foreign 
funding of anti-Alberta energy 
campaigns”; named accountant and 
Schweitzer campaign donor Steve Allan 
as commissioner (salary: $290,000)
• cut Alberta Justice operating budget 
by nearly $100-million, or 6.5 per cent 
(ministry “will lose 198 positions in the 
next year, about a quarter of all public 
sector jobs being cut”—CBC, 2019/10/25)
• laid off 90 civil lawyers; ministry to 
“outsource considerably more legal work”
• hired 50 new Crown prosecutors
• doubled the number of Crown 
articling students (from 8 to 16)

• expanded drug treatment courts 
program; committed to funding 4,000 
new drug treatment beds over four years
• pledged $286-million over five years 
for 300 new RCMP and 200 new 
civilian rural law enforcement positions
• small rural municipalities must now 
contribute 10 per cent of their policing 
costs (previously: 0); 30 per cent by 2023
• increased provincial share of fine 
revenue from 26.7 per cent to 40 per 
cent (costing Calgary Police $10-million 
annually); new charges for DNA testing 
and lab analysis ($2-million cost to 
CPS); ended cannabis training program
• created Alberta Police Advisory Board
• froze installation or redeployment of 
photo radar devices pending a review

• bigger fines, longer prison terms for 
farm trespassers; farmers can recover 
more costs, have more protection from 
civil liability if they harm trespassers
• expanded role for peace officers

CRITIQUE
• MRU political science professor Lori 
Williams, on Alberta’s court case against 
the federal carbon tax: “It’s more about 
making a political statement than it is 
about believing there’s a real chance of 
victory here.” (Star Calgary, 2019/10/26)
• From a Muttart Foundation letter to 
the Allan inquiry: “It cannot be anti-
Alberta or ‘unAlbertan’ to engage in 
serious debate about significant issues. 
…Surely the opposite must be true: 
it is to the detriment of the province 
if contrary opinions can simply be 
dismissed as anti-Alberta.” (2019/11/2)
• Jill Taylor, former chair of the Alberta 
Review Board, which examines “not 
criminally responsible” cases: “I am 
increasingly feeling used and unheard 
by Justice Minister Doug Schweitzer. …
To have no support from the ministry is 
incomprehensible.” (CBC, 2019/11/20)

IN THE LEGISLATURE
Ganley (NDP): “Will the government 
commit to respecting the independence 
of the Election Commissioner, allowing 
him to do his work, and to accepting the 
ruling of this independent office?”
Schweitzer: “We’re going to make sure 
that we continue to focus on funding 
the priorities of Albertans. They want 
us focusing on getting Albertans back 
to work. They don’t want us relitigating 
stuff from the past.” (Hansard, 2019/6/10)

MINISTRY CONTACT
424, 10800 97 Ave, Edm., AB, T5K 2B6
780 427 2339 
ministryofjustice@gov.ab.ca #

“Albertans… 
don’t want us 
relitigating stuff 
from the past.” 
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GETTING THE AXE
The UCP struck swiftly to stack public boards 

By TADZIO RICHARDS

R
OD SKURA WAS ON A deadline. 
It was a Thursday afternoon, 
mid-August, and as an Alberta 
events-listing site had proclaimed: 
“Festival season is in full swing 

and you need to take advantage of it before 
it comes to a screeching halt.” The weekend 
festivities—“a whole lot of music, culture, food 
and fun”—were looming, but Skura was in an 
Edmonton office, on the phone. Alberta’s deputy 

minister of advanced education had university 
board chairs to fire, public agency appointments to 
rescind. He had to do it now. The next day would 
be what media call a Friday news dump—a “take 
out the trash day” as characters in the US political 
TV series The West Wing referred to it from the 
perspective of government public relations, where 
“any stories we have to give the press that we’re 
not wild about, we give all in a lump on Friday”—
because the public is distracted on Saturday.B
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In a cabinet meeting earlier that day, 
August 15, 2019, the new UCP government 
gave the directive to rescind the appointments 
of selected board members from 19 public 
agencies in Alberta. These included the 
Workers’ Compensation Board, the Alberta 
Health Services Board, the Alberta Gaming, 
Liquor and Cannabis Commission (AGLC), 
the Municipal Government Board, the 
Human Rights Commission and the boards 
of 11 post-secondary institutions.

At the Thursday cabinet meeting, along 
with firing public agency board members, the 
UCP confirmed the appointment of 61 new 
board members, including 43 at Alberta’s 
post-secondary institutions. The wholesale 
change was a big deal. Alberta has over 250 
public agencies, each with autonomy from 
government while also being accountable 
to government. Each of those “arm’s length” 
bodies—also known as agencies, boards and 
commissions (ABCs)—fills a public role. 
Agencies range from corporate entities such 
as ATB Financial to regulators such as the 
Alberta Securities Commission to service 
providers such as universities. Most board 
positions are paid, sometimes handsomely, 
though post-secondary board members are 
reimbursed only for expenses. Regardless 
of the role, or the pay, public agencies are 
expected to act at all times in the public 
interest. Collectively they’re responsible 
for administering almost 50 per cent of the 
provincial budget.    

The UCP board changes were announced 
on Friday morning. The speed of it was 
unusual, outside the norms of process for 
public agency appointments, and deputy 
ministers were largely tasked with doing 
the firing. They were busy that Thursday 
afternoon, Skura most of all. 

Post-secondary board chairs were among 
the highest-profile firings. University and 
college boards of governors oversee their 
respective institutions’ budgets and hire the 
president, among other governance oversight 
duties. The chair is the spokesperson—
the voice—of the board and is directly 
accountable to the provincial minister. That 
positioning put board chairs in the line of 
fire ahead of the new government’s first 
budget in October, a budget about which 
several commentators, including Don Braid 
at the Calgary Herald, had speculated, “The 
most obvious target for actual operating 
cuts is advanced education.” Though post-

secondary board chairs and members are 
appointed for three-year terms, on August 
15 the UCP government fired eight NDP-
appointed board chairs before the end of 
their term. One of those high-profile chairs 
was Ray Martin.

“I got the call from [Skura] the night 
before the announcement,” said Martin, 
who had been appointed board chair at the 
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology 
(NAIT) in March 2017. Martin is also the 
former leader—from 1984 to 1994—of the 
provincial NDP. As a political figure, he said 
he wasn’t expecting reappointment in 2020, 
but “had met with the minister [Demetrios 
Nicolaides] and I wanted to finish out 
my term.” He added that, at the time, his 
board was in the process of searching for 
a new president at NAIT. “I didn’t get any 
indication [the UCP government] was going 
to do anything immediate.” 

“I don’t question that they want to 
bring in their own people,” he said. “Every 
government does that. But there has to be a  
process. Here there was no process at all. And 
having the deputy ministers do [the firing]—
deputy ministers follow the directions of the 
government, obviously, but they’re supposed 
to be non-partisan. The ministers are the 
political people; [Nicolaides] should have 
been the one on the call.” 

Asked why he thinks he was fired, Martin 
said, “I think they wanted this done before 
the budget.”

ON FRIDAY MORNING, AUGUST 16, 
the barrage of government announcements 
started with a press release from the Ministry 
of Advanced Education. CBC provincial 
affairs reporter Michelle Bellefontaine first 
tweeted about it at 9:03 a.m.:

@MBellefontaine the UCP government 
has appointed new board chairs for U of C, 
U of A, SAIT and Mount Royal. They all 
seem to come from business backgrounds.

Bellefontaine then quickly tweeted some 
of the changes: At the University of Alberta, 
Michael Phair, the former Edmonton city 
councillor and LGBTQ rights advocate who 
had been reappointed for a second term as 
chair of the board of governors in February 
2019, was replaced by Kate Chisholm, a 
senior vice-president at Capital Power.  

At the University of Calgary, board chair 
Jill Wyatt—a former educator and CEO of 
Calgary’s YWCA—was removed for Geeta 

MICHAEL PHAIR   
University of Alberta

Appointed for a second term Feb 2019; 
former Edmonton City councillor;  

Alberta’s first openly gay elected official 

JILL WYATT   
University of Calgary
Appointed Mar 2018;  

former educator and school principal; 
formerly with YWCA and United Way

MAGGIE FARRINGTON   
Keyano College

CEO of Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation; lawyer; 2019 federal Liberal 

candidate for Fort McMurray-Cold Lake

IONE K. CHALLBORN  
MacEwan University 

Executive director, Canadian Mental 
Health Association Edmonton; 

ED of WIN House (women’s shelter)

AXED BOARD CHAIRS
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Sankappanavar, president of Grafton Asset 
Management, an energy investment firm.

At Mount Royal University, Sue Mallon, 
the CEO of Carya—a non-profit social 
agency that lists “long-term poverty 
reduction” as a key area of focus—was 
replaced by Alex Pourbaix, president and 
CEO of oil sands giant Cenovus.

In Fort McMurray, Keyano College board 
chair Maggie Farrington, chief executive 
officer of the Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation, was ousted for Shelley Powell, a 
senior VP with Suncor Energy. At NAIT, 
Ray Pisani, CEO of Alberta Blue Cross, 
supplanted Ray Martin. 

There were more; it was a massive shakeup 
at Advanced Education. Big news from a 
minister who to date had been relatively 
quiet—apart from sending letters earlier 
that summer to Alberta’s public colleges 
and universities demanding they adopt, or 
develop policy consistent with, the Chicago 
Principles, a US manifesto ostensibly 
designed to protect free speech on campus. 
Academic critics allege the manifesto—
written in 2014—is intended to assuage 
conservative and right-leaning students’ 
concerns that campuses are “too liberal.” 
Adopting the manifesto, say critics, will lead 
to an increase of racist, sexist, homophobic, 
anti-abortion and climate-change-denying 
speech on campus. Minister Nicolaides had 
not given a detailed public defence of this 
policy, nor had he clearly signalled the extent 
of the upcoming budget cuts. Now he had a 
chance to speak about the changes to post-
secondary boards. But that Friday morning 
he was nowhere to be found. 

At 9:23 a.m. Bellefontaine tweeted: And 
the minister of Advanced Education  
@demetriosnAB IS NOT AVAILABLE TODAY 
to take questions about this.

At 9:24 she added two tweets: I just got 
off the phone with his press secretary, who 
refused to tell me why he is not available. And 
what else could he be doing today?

Is he having surgery? Is he out of the 
country? Is he backpacking and out of cell 
range? COME ON.

More announcements arrived in media 
inboxes. Bellefontaine kept readers apprised. 

At 9:48 a.m.: @MBellefontaine The govern-
ment is just firing off the news releases today. 
There are changes to the WCB board, the 
municipal government board, the rules of 
court committee, and AHS.

At 10:02 a.m.: Now we have a release on 
the Human Rights Commission. One of the 
five new appointees, Moin Yahya, is a U of 
A law professor and a senior fellow at the 
Fraser Institute.

Later that day, finally, the Advanced 
Education press secretary got Bellefontaine 
an interview with Nicolaides. The new 
board appointments, the minister told her, 
were made based on competency, industry 
connections and experience managing large 
corporations. “There was no partisanship 
involved,” he said. “Determination was on 
skill set.”

ARGUMENTS COULD BE MADE for 
and against that claim. Of the 61 new 
appointments, 34 had not made a provincial 
political donation in the last five years. 
All 61 hold or have held some kind of 
senior management position, primarily in 
the field of oil and gas, finance, industrial 
construction and law. For all new appointees, 
their bios on the provincial public agency 
website specifically note that they were  
“directly recruited” on the basis of having 
the required “competencies”—for example  
“leadership, governance, finance, human 
resources, legal, risk management and/or 
strategic planning” in the case of new post-
secondary board members.

Critics asserted that the professional 
sheen masked partisan motives. Several new 
board members were former conservative 
politicians, including James Rajotte, a former 
MP for Edmonton-Leduc and a colleague of 
Kenney’s in the Harper government, who 
was appointed to the board of governors at 
the U of A. Donna Kennedy-Glans, a former 
PC MLA in Calgary, joined the board at the 
Banff Centre, while Janice Sarich, a former 
PC MLA for Edmonton-Decore, joined the 
MacEwan University board. Len Rhodes—
who was personally recruited by Kenney 
to run as a UCP candidate in Edmonton-
Meadows and who left his job as president 
and CEO of the Edmonton Eskimos to run, 
and then lost—was named board chair of 
the AGLC, a position that in 2018 paid over 
$115,000 a year.

Other new appointees were long-hustling 
proponents for the free-enterprise cause. 
Andy Crooks, named by the UCP to the 
Municipal Government Board, first became 
a director of the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation (CTF) back in 1993—when 

 
The AUFA fails 
to understand 
why the need 

to replace 
members was 
so urgent that 

the government 
could not have 
waited until the 

expiration of 
their terms.” 

athabasca 
university faculty 

association

“
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Jason Kenney was executive director of that 
organization. Crooks’s new public agency 
government bio omits those details, simply 
saying that he “held national, provincial 
and community social leadership positions,” 
but Crooks’s own blog boasts that he was 
CTF chairman for “almost two decades” 
and “is credited with the success of that 
organization.” 

Part of that CTF “success” is a “partnership” 
relationship with the Atlas Network, a free-
market-fundamentalist think tank based in 
Virginia. Billionaire US industrialist Charles 
Koch is a major funder of the Atlas Network 
and an interconnected web of libertarian 
foundations and “research centers” that 
includes the Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University—known as the “base 
camp” for the libertarian cause, and as the 
home of the Antonin Scalia Law School, 
where Moin Yahya, Alberta’s new Human 
Rights Commission board member, is an 
alumnus. As Michelle Bellefontaine tweeted 
on August 16, Yahya is also a senior fellow at 
the Fraser Institute, the Canadian think tank 
that in the past has been bankrolled by both 
the Atlas Network and Charles Koch.

In a smaller yet similarly ideological 
network, Tom Ross, a partner at the law firm 
McLennan Ross in Calgary, was named to the 
board of governors at the U of A. Ross was a 
co-director with Ezra Levant of the Ethical Oil 
Institute—an oil and gas industry cheerleader 
before Levant founded Rebel Media. Also 
connected to Levant is Edmonton lawyer 
Samantha Kernahan, appointed to the board 
at MacEwan University. Kernahan was at 
McLennan Ross in 2012 and acted as the 
lawyer for Ethical Oil when submitting a 
143-page letter of complaint to the Canada 
Revenue Agency regarding the charitable 
status of Tides Canada Foundation. The letter 
made frequent reference to Vivian Krause, the 
self-described “researcher” whose conspiracy-
tinged writings about foreign-funded activists 
“sabotaging” Alberta’s oil and gas industry 
inspired the UCP’s $30-million War Room.

Conservative donors were also among 
those appointed to public agency boards. 
At least 23 new board members had given 
donations to the UCP, or its founding 
Wildrose and PC parties, or to conservative 
candidates and political action committees 
(PACs) since 2014. Collectively those 
donations totalled over $175,000. 

The money included $20,000 from Adam 

Waterous, now the new board chair at 
the Banff Centre, to the Wildrose party 
in 2015. Geeta Sankappanavar, the new 
board chair at the U of C, donated $25,000 
in 2018, through her company, to Shaping 
Alberta’s Future—a PAC focused on electing 
Jason Kenney as premier. And topping 
the list of donors was Sue Riddell-Rose, 
CEO of Perpetual Energy, who was named 
to the board at Mount Royal University. 
Since 2014 Riddell-Rose has donated over 
$30,000 to conservative political actors in 
Alberta. In August 2019 she was also named 
to a government-created industry panel 
composed entirely of oil and gas executives 
tasked with advising the new UCP 
government on how best to cut “redundant 
and ineffectual” oil and gas regulation.  

Inarguably, the UCP appointed financial 
and ideological supporters to public 
agency boards. “It is reasonable for a new 
government to align the membership 
of provincial ABCs with the mandate it 
received from Albertans,” read a statement 
emailed to Postmedia by Christine Myatt, 
the premier’s spokesperson. “The previous 
government made appointments based on its 
priorities and mandate and it is appropriate 
for us to do the same.”

Not everyone was reassured, including 
some former civil servants. Anita Lunden, 
executive director from 2009 until 2014 of 
Alberta’s Agency Governance Secretariat, said 
the UCP appointment process “seemed to 
make a very political… statement about this 
government’s attitude about public agencies—
that they wanted them more aligned with 
their views [rather] than allowing the people 
who were there to stay until their terms 
expired, which is what the NDP did,” she 
said. “From a good governance perspective, 
I thought, hmm, that’s not sending the best 
democratic message to the public.”

A COMMITMENT TO 
transparency—understood 
in a business or governance 
context to mean honesty 
and openness—is one way 

to mark the difference between UCP and 
NDP board appointment processes. Lunden, 
who worked in government for over 20 
years and retired shortly before the NDP 
took power in 2015, says a commitment to 
transparency predated the NDP. 

The PC government was often criticized 

“The UCP 
approach “did 

not seem 
consistent with 

the direction 
of the last 10 

years, where… 
selections were 
made based on 
competencies 
and an open 
recruitment 

process.” 
anita lunden  
Former head of 

Alberta’s Agency 
Governance Secretariat
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for making partisan board appointments, 
but Lunden says that premier Ed Stelmach 
brought in a public agencies governance 
framework that mandated more transparency 
in the process, and premier Alison Redford 
made “a real move” to “make it easier for the 
public to find out what the vacancies were,” 
and to have “more diversity on boards,” 
though that didn’t always go smoothly. “It 
became a very lengthy process in the last 
years I was there under the PCs,” she says. “In 
order to be open and fair—by the time they 
recruited people, vetted people and did the 
interviews, there became so many vacancies 
that some boards couldn’t function…. You 
have to keep these boards full.”

A big challenge is that different boards 
need different skill sets, says Lunden. Human 
Rights Commission board members, for 
instance, have to be lawyers. “If you’re going 
to be on the Alberta Health Services Board,” 
she says, “you probably need to have some 
knowledge of hospital governance.” Each 
public agency has to develop a “competency 
matrix” to help identify skills gaps on the 
board, and at most agencies, “somebody 
on the board needs to have knowledge of 
finance,” but “you need a balance of skills. 
Sometimes it’s good to have someone from 
the outside asking good questions.” 

Under the NDP, says Lunden, “the 
recruitment process became much more 
public.” Board vacancies were posted on 
a single, searchable government website, 
with the process for selecting board 
members based on six good-governance 
principles: transparency and openness, 
diversity, competency, agency engagement, 
consistency and timeliness.

The NDP put an emphasis on certain 
criteria—particularly diversity and gender 
equity—for filling board vacancies. But when 
they replaced an outgoing board member, 
says Lunden, they followed the norms of 
process: “By and large they did it as people’s 
terms expired, and the new selection process 
was applied once a position was vacated.”

In contrast, she says, in reference to the 
UCP appointments on August 16, 2019, 
and after, “The UCP just went in and 
terminated people and put new people in 
place. That did not seem consistent with the 
direction of the last 10 years, where more 
and more selections were made based on a 
thorough list of competencies and an open 
recruitment process.”

Some faculty associations agreed with 
that critique. At Athabasca University, board 
chair Vivian Manasc—an architect lauded 
as “an innovator in cold-climate sustainable 
design”—was replaced on August 16, a 
year before the end of her term, by former 
oil and gas executive Nancy Laird. In early 
September, the faculty association wrote the 
Advanced Education minister a letter. “The 
AUFA fails to understand why the need to 
replace members was so urgent that the 
government could not have waited until the 
expiration of their terms. The AUFA views 
this action as a political stunt designed to 
dampen resistance to austere pressure from 
the government.”

The Association of Academic Staff of the 
University of Alberta wrote the minister a 
similar letter, asking “…for clarification of 
what process was followed in advertising the 
board posting, seeking diverse and qualified 
candidates, and properly determining 
and assessing the skills, experience and 
qualifications of the new appointees to the 
U of A Board of Governors, including the 
chair.” The UCP minister wrote back to say 
new board members “were selected based 
on merit, skills and experience”—a response, 
said the AASUA president, that “has not 
addressed my queries.” 

The UCP’s first budget on October 24 cut 
funding for Advanced Education by more 
than $600-million over four years. To fill 
that gap, the ministry’s new business plan 
said post-secondary institutions would be 
encouraged “to explore more entrepreneurial 
approaches to program funding and delivery,” 
and would be given “the freedom to compete 
and innovate by lessening regulatory and 
reporting requirements.”

Public agency board members are obliged 
to support the government’s direction, and 
if they don’t, they can be replaced—more 
quietly now than before. In September 2019, 
with little fanfare, the UCP “centralized 
recruitment” within Alberta’s Public Agency 
Secretariat. Instead of the six principles the 
NDP foregrounded for selecting new board 
members, the UCP now highlight only five. 
The ousted principle—“Transparency and 
Openness”—was on the government’s public 
agency recruitments and appointments page 
in August. By October it was gone. #

Tadzio Richards is associate editor at Alberta 
Views. Story feedback: letters@albertaviews.ca

MELINDA PARK 
 SAIT  

Appointed Dec 2018; 
partner at Borden Ladner Gervais; 

20+ years in corporate law

VIVIAN MANASC  
Athabasca University 

Principal architect of Manasc Isaac; 
past president of Architecture Institute 

of Canada; past VP of Canada Green 
Building Council

SUE MALLON 
Mount Royal University

CEO of Carya; formerly Calgary Family 
Services; former counsellor 

RAY MARTIN  
NAIT 

Former teacher; former MLA 
(Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview); 

former Alberta NDP leader

AXED BOARD CHAIRS

D
A

V
ID

 C
L

IM
E

N
H

A
G

A
 (

R
A

Y
 M

A
R

T
IN

);
 A

L
B

E
R

T
A

 O
R

D
E

R
 O

F
 E

X
C

E
L

L
E

N
C

E
 (

V
IV

IA
N

 M
A

N
A

S
C

)



3 6   M A R C H  2020

 

IN AN AGE OF INCREASING SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
polarization, universities are becoming more integral in 
ensuring that academic debates and discourse on contentious 
issues take place. Recent examples of right-leaning pundits 
being protested and in some cases forcibly removed from 
Canadian campuses shed light on how this issue needs to 
be considered more thoughtfully. A university’s removing or 
banning someone for saying something people disagree with 
does not evoke the spirit of dialogue that universities are 
meant to encourage. In fact, it counters the very foundational 
premise they are built on—academic freedom. 

In the words of the Canadian Association of University 
Teachers: “Academic freedom includes the right, without 
restriction by prescribed doctrine, to freedom to teach and 
discuss; freedom to carry out research and disseminate and 
publish the results thereof; freedom to produce and perform 
creative works; freedom to engage in service; freedom to 
express one’s opinion about the institution, its administration 
and the system in which one works; freedom to acquire, 
preserve and provide access to documentary material in 
all formats; and freedom to participate in professional and 
representative academic bodies.” 

A university that “deplatforms” a speaker due to 
controversial ideas would certainly be violating this 
understanding of academic freedom. If an invited speaker, for 
example, has academic and professional credentials, and their 
work has gone through various peer-review processes, they 
have earned their right to academic freedom. 

If, however, an invited speaker has limited or no academic 
or professional credentials, and their work hasn’t undergone 
rigorous peer review, a university may legitimately deplatform 
them, especially if that speaker incites hatred towards an 
identified group as protected under the Alberta Human 
Rights Act or s. 318–320 of the Canadian Criminal Code—our 
hate speech laws. While some might argue that a university 
deplatforming any speaker constitutes an overreaction, 
“deplatforming” must be considered in a broader sense. It 
could include an institution refusing a platform for a speaker 
that indirectly incites hatred towards an identifiable group. 
It could mean the host institution challenges the speakers’ 
presence and ideas in the spirit of academic discourse and 
dialogue. Members of an institution might host a competing 
event at the same time and place, thus providing a space for 
multiple sides of a perspective to be discussed. 

While universities can enact policies (such as an adherence 
to the Chicago Principles) to protect academic freedom and 
freedom of expression, our most important demographic—
students—will lead the way. Typically it’s students who 
mobilize, rally, protest and speak up (as they should) when 
they feel a platform is being given to someone undeservedly.

irfan chaudhry 
The equity, diversity and human rights specialist 
and MacEwan University lecturer 
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DEPLATFORMING—THE ACT OF DISINVITING OR 
cancelling a lecturer due to their beliefs—is entirely antithetical 
to the mission and purpose of higher education. For this 
reason, the practice has no place on a university campus. 

Platforms enable discourse to confront, expose and refute 
those who hold wrong, offensive or hurtful views. In 2007 
former president of Iran Mahmoud Ahmadinejad spoke at 
Columbia University. Many called for the event’s cancellation; 
how could a reputable institution invite someone who incited 
genocide, whose government violates human rights? But 
in the question and answer session, students challenged 
Ahmadinejad to address charges that Iran targets, arrests and 
executes homosexuals. “We don’t have homosexuals in Iran,” 
replied Ahmadinejad. The audience erupted into laughter. 
Rather than being duped, as deplatformers warned, the 
audience mocked and ultimately discredited Ahmadinejad. 

Deplatforming assumes that audiences, especially young 
adults pursuing higher education, are too intellectually fragile 
to think critically, analyze what they hear and come to their 
own conclusions. Due to the failures of our public education 
system, many students indeed enter university lacking the 
critical-thinking and analytical skills needed to engage with 
the free exchange of ideas. But the solution isn’t deplatforming. 
Rather, universities should proactively equip students to face 
controversial subjects. A crash course on intellectual debate 
and critical analysis should be part of orientation week, 
alongside workshops on harassment and sexual assault. This 
way, students can be prepared from the outset to participate 
in a robust free exchange of ideas—a prerequisite to learning. 

The purpose of higher education is to lay out the path by 
which young people mature into intelligent, productive adults. 
This involves challenging assumptions, considering diverse 
perspectives and listening to other views. Most importantly, 
it demands an ability to rethink one’s own assumptions and 
challenge sacred ideas. This is best facilitated by exposing 
students to as many controversial and unconventional 
platforms as possible—not by sheltering them from any. 
Processing intellectual discomfort is an intrinsic element of a 
liberal arts education. If students do not hone and master these 
skills in university, our universities are failing in their most 
foundational mission: to produce informed, critical, aware and 
rigorous thinkers who can improve our world through open 
and vigorous debate.

If public universities fail at this task, taxpayers and their 
elected representatives must hold them accountable, by 
removing them from the public system or imposing financial 
penalties. After all, the students of today are future scientists, 
teachers, thought leaders and legislators who must be prepared 
to daily confront intellectual discomfort in their pursuit of a 
freer, fairer and more prosperous world. 

m ichael kennedy 
The lead author and producer of Canada’s  
Campus Freedom Index  

SAYS NO 

SHOULD  
UNIVERSITIES 
BE ALLOWED TO 
“DEPLATFORM”
SPEAKERS?



3 8   M A R C H  2020

D IALOG U E SHOULD UNIVERSIT IES BE ALLOWED TO “DEPL ATFORM” SPE AKERS?

IN THE UNIVERSITY ENVIRONMENT, academic 
rigour and peer review highlight the importance 
of ensuring that the information being shared is 
well researched, well reviewed and well established. 
These standards are integral to the reputation of the 
university. When universities host non-academic 
speakers, the peer-review and academic standard—
which establishes the foundation of earned and trusted 
knowledge—holds little relevance. If a student group, 
department or faculty member choose to invite a non-
academic speaker who wears a “confrontational” label, 
this speaker’s legitimacy may fairly be challenged. But 
it’s not up to the university to deplatform them. This 
direction will be sent loud and clear from those who 
make up the university (especially students) and the 
surrounding community. 

What often gets lost in these types of discussions 
is the focus of the controversy. People care primarily 
about the speaker’s words and the impact they have 
on targeted communities. When someone is invited to 
share a perspective that is overtly or covertly hateful, 
even if it doesn’t hit the threshold of 
hate speech, a quality-assurance role is 
necessary. Take, for instance, the 2018 
invitation and subsequent cancellation 
of an event at Wilfrid Laurier University, 
where Faith Goldy was invited to speak. 
Goldy—who has a track record of anti-
immigration, anti-Muslim, xenophobic 
sentiment and who has also appeared on 
numerous alt-right and neo-Nazi social 
media platforms—has zero academic 
authority to speak on issues related to immigration. 
Although she was invited to speak by a student at the 
university, critical-thinking, analytical and intelligent 
young adults were keenly aware that she had no merit 
to discuss the topic she was invited to speak about. The 
university community responded. Moments before 
she was about to go on, someone pulled a fire alarm, 
essentially cancelling the event. 

It can be inferred that because this happened moments 
before the event was to start, WLU took no measures 
to deplatform this speaker, and, in fact, followed one 
of the guiding conventions of the Chicago Principles 
as it relates to freedom of expression on university 
campuses: “The university’s fundamental commitment 
is to the principle that debate or deliberation may not 
be suppressed because the ideas put forth are thought 
by some or even by most members of the university 
community to be offensive, unwise, immoral or 
wrong-headed. It is for the individual members of the 

IRFAN CHAUDHRY RESPONDS TO MICHAEL KENNEDY

university community, not for the university as an 
institution, to make those judgments for themselves.”

The Chicago Principles also instruct that “members 
of the university community are free to criticize and 
contest the views expressed on campus… [but] they may 
not obstruct or otherwise interfere with the freedom of 
others to express views they reject or even loathe.” 

While pulling a fire alarm moments before a speaker 
is about to go on certainly violates this principle, 
a university is somewhat limited to know how the 
university community will contest polarizing views 
expressed on campus. As a result, it is unrealistic and 
unreasonable to punish a university by way of a fine 
or another arbitrary imposition when a speaker is 
“deplatformed” in a manner such as this. 

To do so would also create an unnecessary layer 
of enforcement and oversight, which in turn would 
raise questions about the legitimacy of freedom of 
speech principles if only certain perceived violations 
were penalized. It would be difficult to know whether 
and how a government would impose fines on post-

secondary institutions in the future. 
Everyone can have a different opinion 
about which speakers are controversial.  

In addition, the fines being proposed 
by lobby groups are heavy-handed. 
For example, the Justice Centre for 
Constitutional Freedoms (JCCF) 
submitted a proposal to Alberta’s 
Legislative Assembly in May 2019. It 
requests that if, upon an investigation 
(by whom?), the government finds that 

a university deplatformed a speaker, the Minister of 
Advanced Education can levy a fine of up to $50,000 for 
a first offence and up to $100,000 for subsequent ones. 
These amounts would speak more to a government 
trying to control the message rather than empower free 
inquiry. This process would also be counterintuitive to a 
government that claims to be committed to eliminating 
“red tape.” The JCCF proposal is flat-out ridiculous.

As Michael Kennedy stated in his opener, “The 
purpose of higher education is to lay out the path by 
which young people mature into intelligent, productive 
adults.” I could not agree more. How young people get 
there, how they choose to engage and how they choose 
to respond in the face of harmful and hateful content 
is at their discretion. Universities have a role to play 
in free and open inquiry. They should not intervene, 
dictate or encourage a specific response from their 
community members, as it is not the role of institutions 
to make these judgments. 

Fines would speak more 
to a government trying 
to control the message 
rather than empower 

free inquiry.
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MR. CHAUDHRY PROPOSES AN EXTRAORDINARY 
two-pronged litmus test to “legitimately” deplatform a 
speaker. The first prong: peer review. A campus lecture 
is one of the most democratic forms of peer review, 
allowing students, faculty and community members 
to hear a speaker out, question them and draw their 
own conclusions about what’s true and what’s false. The 
keenest students and faculty can then do further research 
and publish a more thorough response to the lecturer in 
campus journals or the student and local newspapers. 

Making academic peer review a prerequisite to 
sharing ideas on campus would exclude some of the 
most anticipated and engaging lectures. Ahmadinejad’s 
views on the existence of homosexuality in Iran weren’t 
peer reviewed. Nevertheless there was an inherent value 
in letting him speak and be subject to scrutiny.

Under Mr. Chaudhry’s litmus test, no politician 
could speak at an Alberta university—but politicians 
participating in campus lectures or panels is of value 
to university communities. Indeed, ivory towers can 
benefit from an injection of practical experience, and 
we all benefit from letting falsehoods 
be uttered in public forums, where 
they can be exposed and discredited 
in front of the community. By Mr. 
Chaudhry’s test, Nobel Prize laureate 
Malala Yousafzai could not share her 
inspirational story on campus, because 
personal experiences aren’t subjected to 
peer review. 

Mr. Chaudhry’s second prong is 
hate speech as defined by the Criminal 
Code and Alberta’s Human Rights Act. In the context 
of modern deplatforming, this test is useless. The 
number of lasting hate speech convictions under both 
the Criminal Code and the Alberta Human Rights Act 
can be counted on one hand. The threshold for getting 
a lasting conviction is very high. The Alberta Human 
Rights Commission dismissed complaints of hate speech 
levied against the Western Standard when it published 
the infamous Jyllands-Posten cartoons depicting 
Muhammad. The Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench 
overturned a charge of hate speech by the AHRC against 
Reverend Stephen Boissoin, after a letter he wrote to the 
Red Deer Advocate decried anyone who “supports the 
homosexual machine that has been mercilessly gaining 
ground in our society since the 1960s.” 

Contrast these failed hate-speech charges with 
present-day incidents of deplatforming. Earlier this 
year, ex-Muslim and Atheist Republic founder Armin 
Navabi was disinvited from speaking at Mount Royal 

MICHAEL KENNEDY RESPONDS TO IRFAN CHAUDHRY

University. MRU cited the Christchurch shooting as 
the reason. They didn’t accuse Navabi of hate speech, 
and he has never been convicted of hate speech under 
Canadian law. Journalist and politician Faith Goldy 
along with Jordan Peterson, Gad Saad and Oren Amitay 
were disinvited from a panel discussion at Ryerson 
University titled, ironically, “The Stifling of Free Speech 
on University Campuses.” None have been convicted of 
hate speech. Ryerson didn’t accuse them of hate speech; 
it cited “recent events” and “campus safety” following 
the Unite the Right Rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Perhaps Mr. Chaudhry means that universities should 
themselves decide whether potential speakers have 
engaged in “hate speech.” Accusations of hate speech 
are far more common than convictions—particularly 
on campuses, many of which have created their own 
definitions of hate speech that extend the scope far 
beyond the term’s legal and constitutional parameters 
(see campusfreedomindex.ca). In the aforementioned 
cases, most of the speakers were accused by students, 
faculty, equity/diversity officers or outside observers of 

promoting hate. But that’s very different 
from a conviction. If accusations of hate 
speech can warrant deplatforming, then 
the frequency of deplatformings and 
the scope of extra-judicial hate speech 
definitions will only rise.  

Setting aside the practical dis-
advantages to Mr. Chaudhry’s litmus 
test: If there should be a safe space 
anywhere in society for hate speech 
(and that’s a big if), universities might 

be that place. Consider that Mein Kampf can be obtained 
by any university student or faculty member in Alberta 
through their school’s library. Why? As the old saying 
goes, those who do not learn from history are doomed 
to repeat it. A study of Hitler’s manifesto is essential 
to understanding how societies can dangerously stray 
from basic human decency and goodness, so as to avoid 
being led astray again. Equipped with the intellectual 
resiliency required of any academic pursuit, scholars are 
the best-trained agents of society to read and assess hate 
speech. Likewise they are equally capable of listening to 
it without being brainwashed to believe it. 

Fortunately, the Alberta government has not 
adhered itself to Mr. Chaudhry’s litmus test. Requiring 
universities to uphold free expression will substantially 
improve the state of free speech at public universities, 
and, given the hundreds of millions of dollars these 
schools receive from taxpayers every year, is entirely 
justified and necessary. #

Requiring universities 
to uphold free 

expression would 
substantially improve 

the state of free speech.
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INSIDE 
THE WAR ROOM

 

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL IN 2018, Jason 
Kenney promised that one of his first acts as 
premier would be to establish a “fully staffed, 
rapid response war room” to defend Alberta’s 
oil and gas sector. This was the cornerstone 

of his “Fight Back Strategy,” a massive shift in the tenor of 
the province’s politics after years—decades even—during 
which one Alberta government after another could barely 
be bothered to do much more than launch numerous multi-
million-dollar media and outreach campaigns singing the 
industry’s praises. Where previous governments had merely 
banned the import of BC wine, bought billboard space in 
Times Square, or parked a massive oilsands truck on the Mall 
in Washington, DC, Kenney promised Alberta’s first real, 
sustained effort to defend the oil and gas business.

At a press conference just weeks after his election victory, the 
new premier unveiled the plans for his Energy War Room. He 

was flanked by such luminaries as Vivian Krause, the intrepid 
researcher who established that Canadian environmental 
groups sometimes nefariously receive money from American 
charitable foundations, and Robbie Picard, who launched the 
I [HEART] OIL SANDS campaign but was booted from it for 
being too extreme. Surely emboldened by the resolve of his 
compatriots on stage that day, Kenney vowed that the War 
Room would be the front line of “a proactive and assertive 
strategy where we are proactively telling the truth and where 
we will no longer accept the campaign of lies and defamation.” 

Kenney explained, in a manner that was almost palpably 
proactive, that the War Room would have a permanent office 
in Calgary, up and running by the fall of 2019 and staffed 
by full-time government employees. These government 
officials would be granted a rare and indeed proactive level of 
“flexibility to engage contractors in the field of, for example, 
social media,” and their collective mandate would be “to 

Exclusive leaks from Kenney’s mighty propaganda arm
By CHRIS TURNER  Illustrations by GERRY RASMUSSEN

S AT I R E
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respond in real time with the truth about our energy sector 
through paid, earned and social media.” 

This would surely be government communications like 
nothing anyone’s ever seen. “The Energy War Room,” Kenney 
said, “will have a mandate to operate much more nimbly and 
much more quickly, with a higher risk tolerance quite frankly 
than is normally the case for government communication.” If 
it were possible to physically ooze proactivity, the War Room 
would do so. It was the start of a bold new era.

And after all that? Well, not quite silence, but less proactive 
communicating than Albertans may have expected out of the 
gate. In August, former Postmedia energy columnist Claudia 
Cattaneo was announced as the architect of the War Room’s 
strategic plan. A few weeks later, former Postmedia reporter 
and Ed Stelmach communications chief Tom Olsen took on 
the job of War Room director. Olsen’s arrival also marked a 
week of name changes, first to “Alberta Energy Information 
Centre” and then to “Canadian Energy Centre.” 

And then, after another quiet interval, the Canadian Energy 
Centre officially went live in early December. It seemed so 
immediately farcical that Albertans had to wonder if it was 
a prank. The War Room’s logo turned out to belong to an 
American software company. The stock photo topping its 
Twitter feed depicted downtown Toronto. The launch video 
appeared to claim credit on behalf of Alberta’s energy industry 
for every healthy baby on the planet. War Room staffers were 
identifying themselves falsely as “reporters” to the subjects of 
their fawning stories about the wonders of oil and gas, while 
picking fights with real reporters at the Medicine Hat News. In 
place of nimble, quick and, above all, proactive truth-telling to 
the industry’s haters around the world, the war room appeared 
to have launched a full-scale assault on its own credibility. 

Surely this was not the plan? Surely those “punchy 
communication experts” the War Room had promised to 
recruit didn’t think this was the solution to Alberta’s economic 
woes? After all the hype, was this blustering incompetence 
really the best the War Room could muster?

It wasn’t. Alberta Views has learned the intimate details of 
a top-secret first phase in the War Room’s launch, the demise 
of which explains the striking failures of the organization’s 
public debut. The War Room was in fact up and proactively 
running within days of Kenney’s May 2019 press conference, 
and a reporter for this magazine recently obtained the War 
Room Duty Officer’s log from an anonymous source. (The 
source was definitely not a disillusioned Derek Fildebrandt; 
don’t even go there.) 

Here are some of the most revealing entries from that log. 

Timestamp: 17 June 2019, 09:03:23
On the job! The team is PUMPED! Early scans of traditional 
and social media, police scanners, anonymous tipster fax 
lines and a quick street sweep by the Kahanoff Centre so 
far coming up clean. But we’re on the case! Bring it, foreign-
funded haters! Your days of bullying Alberta oil are over!

Timestamp: 19 June 2019, 14:07:09
Was hoping for a livelier start. No credible attempts to shut 
down our industry so far. Keeping troops occupied with 
training and protocol. Some confusion regarding how to 
properly identify enemies. Also some internal debate on what 
constitutes “proactive” War Room activity. Have asked for 
clarification from the Premier’s office. In the meantime, I’ve 
urged one overly enthusiastic team member not to act on his 
plan to accost Pembina Institute staffers on the street.

Timestamp: 20 June 2019, 08:44:51
Premier’s office has advised to stop referring to staff as 
“troops.” Now in reluctant compliance.

Timestamp: 24 June 2019, 15:22:33
Still waiting for first “hot” rapid response opportunity. Staff all 
assigned to foreign radical background research, beginning 
with thorough backscrolling of Vivian Krause’s Twitter feed. 
Several staff flagged entry on 7 June 2019 for follow-up: 

“Brace yourselves, folks. Our PM & his govt are going to 
pass C-48 & C-69 and punt Transmountain past the Fed 
Elxn. Hoping I’m wrong but I doubt it. Why? It’s obvious. 
If PMJT doesn’t help keep Canada over a barrel, the 
Rockefeller election machine won’t help him this fall.”

I have advised all staff to brainstorm ideas for dismantling 
“Rockefeller election machine.” Some debate as to whether 
to search for device (or devices?) in Ottawa or New York. 
Strongest argument is a machine for a Canadian election 
would be less effective if located outside the country. 
Submitting request for Ottawa-based operatives.

Timestamp: 28 June 2019, 16:05:15
Huge day, morale is soaring! Several research initiatives late 
last week have paid dividends. Located two possible foreign 
moles in senior positions in Alberta’s oil patch. 

First target: “Mark Little,” alleged CEO of Suncor. 
Uncovered transcript of presumably secret meeting in Texas 
referred to as “CERAWeek.” Little spoke on a presumably 
secret panel about capitulating to UN on climate change, 
insisted Suncor was a “huge supporter of a carbon price for 
literally over two decades.” Research verifies Little was born 
in Canada, raised in Calgary. But attended Harvard, known 
location of significant Soros control. Possibly radicalized 
there. Asking for clearance to initiate surveillance locally and 
proactively infiltrate “Kennedy School” at Harvard to identify 
sources of Little’s radical foreign funding.

Second target: Michael Crothers, local agent for obvious 
Rockefeller/UN front “Royal Dutch Shell.” Crothers is 
apparently responsible for local dissemination of Royal Dutch 

If it were possible to physically  
ooze proactivity, the War Room 
would do so. It was the start of  
a bold new era.

 



4 2   M A R C H  2020

SATI R E INS IDE THE WAR ROOM

Shell’s propaganda report called the “Industry Associations 
Climate Review.” Report claims “some misalignment” between 
Shell’s membership in the Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers and CAPP’s failure to support radical foreign-
funded job-killing Alberta-destroying carbon tax. Requesting 
backup to summarily deport Crothers and his Royal Dutch 
Shell comrades back to the UN in Geneva, Royal Dutchland.

Morale further boosted by arrival today of tactical field gear. 
Staff is particularly taken with the War Room windbreakers, 
which I designed myself to look like Kiefer Sutherland’s FBI 
jacket on 24, with WAR ROOM printed on breast and back in 
the same colour and font and everything.

Timestamp: 28 June 2019, 16:55:47
Have been advised to stand down on both targets. Email 
subject line from Premier’s office rendered in both boldface 
and allcaps. Seems excessive.

Timestamp: 2 July 2019, 10:49:06
Teachable moment in this morning’s staff meeting. Reviewing 
the day’s media attacks on our industry, one staffer found 
a headline right in our wheelhouse: “Oil Market Outlook is 
Bearish and OPEC Triumphalism Won’t Stop 2020 From 
Getting Ugly.” More pessimism is the last thing our industry 
needs. But on further investigation, source is not some 
Vancouver Island activist’s blog but Forbes.com. 

Several staffers were still keen to respond, possibly via 
Rebel Media or Postmedia op-ed page (or all Postmedia 
op-ed pages, which Premier’s office assures me are available 
in bulk). But then another staffer noted readers of those 
publications aren’t the ones who need our Fight Back 
Strategy. Our goal is to blow the minds of CBC socialists, 
Globe & Mail limousine liberals, and wherever they get bad 
ideas and wrong foreign-funded information in Quebec. Super 
solid point. Love to see the team thinking on its feet like this.

Timestamp: 2 July 2019, 15:58:29
Preliminary inquiries have determined the editors and 
producers at CBC and Globe & Mail and Radio-Canada 
(which a staffer who once visited Quebec assures me is also 
a TV network despite the name) don’t see us as a credible, 
objective source for unvarnished truth and accurate data. 
Foreign-funded job-killing radical thinking goes deeper than 
we thought in media. Maybe they all went to Soros University. 
Made note to raise this with the War Room director first thing 
after Premier’s office appoints one. Not clear which channels 
we should be targeting and how to get past this accusation of 
bias against our impartial Energy War Room.

Timestamp: 3 July 2019, 10:33:23
Staff are keen to use social networks to get around foreign-
funded radical media. Our first Twitter account, @YestoTMX 
has been absolutely killing it—despite having only 125 
followers, the account overwhelmed Trudeau’s Rockefeller 
machine and its secret plan to kill Trans Mountain pipeline 
by buying it with public money. Instead, thanks to relentless 

tweet pressure, TMX got approved again in June! 
Our staff have strong social media skills and many arrived 

at their posts already operating anonymous accounts of their 
own to bombard libs with truth bombs. Need to coordinate 
better though if we’re going to get to 200 followers. 
Looking into Snapchat and TikTok—staff feels strongly that 
brainwashed young people could be flipped by our truth to 
fill streets in support of our industry. Have queried Premier’s 
office about forming separate Meme Battalion. Initial 
response encouraging, except regarding use of “battalion.”

Timestamp: 4 July 2019, 15:09:44
Happy Public Inquiry Launch! HUGE day here at the War 
Room as we watched the Premier announce that Steve 
“Receipts” Allan will helm the $2.5-million deep dive into the 
foreign-funded radical campaign to landlock our oil. Stirring to 
hear of investigation into “premeditated, internationally planned 
and financed operation to put Alberta energy out of business.” 
Our bunker felt like NASA Mission Control watching an Apollo 
rocket rise into the sky, whooping and hugging. Can neither 
confirm nor deny champagne corks being popped. LOL. A 
great reminder of our mission’s importance.

We anticipate a big support role in this investigation but will 
await word from Receipts himself on how to back his play. 

Timestamp: 14 July 2019, 16:58:31
Rough week for the team. All were pumped to get digging 
on Tides and the Rockefellers and connect with the mighty 
Viv K herself, but no word yet from the Inquiry team. Have 
been advised not to contact Receipts Allan personally. 
Instead, I have instructed team to begin filing submissions to 
AlbertaInquiry.ca, now in development.

Partial list of known anti-industry targets we have 
submissions on so far: Trudeau, Notley, Tzeporah Berman, 
Al Gore, George Soros, Tides Foundation, Rockefeller Fund, 
David Suzuki, Severn Suzuki, the Google algorithm, the UN, 
the International Energy Agency, the European Union, and 
the Faculty of Science at every major university in the world. 
This last submission required some pretty big uploads and 
hours of video from Friends of Science and Rebel Media. 
Have queried the Premier’s office about file size limits for 
submissions. One staffer has evidence about Pierre Trudeau 
as the prime mover on all of this. Those old newsclips are 
bandwidth hogs.

Timestamp: 20 July 2019, 14:05:51
Still no word from Receipts Allan. Keeping morale up with 
proactive Inquiry submissions. Also received word from our 
operative in Ottawa—no sign of Rockefeller election machine 
at the US Embassy, but security there is zealous. Asks us to 
please notify Canadian authorities regarding his detention.

Timestamp: 25 July 2019, 16:31:05
Ran into another tricky rapid response situation today—
staffer tracking foreign radical news came across word that 
Trump is stepping in to keep arms flowing to Saudi Arabia. 
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Premier has been very clear on his opposition to “OPEC 
dictatorships” and unethical oil—so shouldn’t the War Room 
go after Trump? Could be a real opportunity for our ethical 
oil to stand out against US dictatorship-supporting oil, right? 

Timestamp: 26 July 2019, 08:22:31
Advised to leave Saudi issue alone. “Do not engage Trump 
in any way.” Allcaps, bold and italics this time. Not sure 
how to explain this to the troops. (Yeah, I called them that, 
Premier’s office, come censor me, why don’t you!)

Timestamp: 1 August 2019, 13:10:10
“Alberta hires former journalist to devise fight-back plan 
against fossil fuel foes.” This from the CBC today; for once 
they aren’t the enemy. Don’t know what the Premier’s office is 
thinking anymore. Morale is in the toilet. We’ve been fighting 
back for months, and now some retired journalist is here to 
“devise” a “plan” for us? Nothing against Claudia Cattaneo; 
she has always defended our industry the way an objective 
journalist should. But does the Premier value our work at all?

Timestamp: 16 August 2019, 21:55:02 
So yeah they said standd down everyone go on holidays so 
we had, a party. more liek a wake but hey Justin you should 
spend next week attacking our industyr noone carres. launch 
a National Energiy Program again nows you’re chance

Timestamp: 26 August 2019, 12:59:16 
Natural Resources Canada news release today: 
“Government of Canada Establishes Canadian Centre for 
Energy Information.” Justin is trolling us. Where’s Cattaneo’s 
PLAN to fight back at that, eh? Crickets. 

Timestamp: 12 September 2019, 16:00:21
Not sure morale can recover from this. Two days ago, foreign 
radical group Amnesty International came at the Premier over 

the inquiry. Their open letter read: “Amnesty International 
is calling on your government to take immediate steps to 
ensure that the energy ‘war room,’ the public inquiry, and 
other aspects of the ‘Fight Back Strategy’ do not go forward 
in ways that violate or set back human rights.” 

Staff spent all day yesterday on responses. Video clips, 
gifs, meme after meme after meme. Everything from Angry 
Cat to Angry Hulk to those angry biker guys throwing chairs. 
Assembled the whole arsenal in a Dropbox folder for the 
Premier’s office. It was like the English Channel the day 
before D-Day. First time the staff here have been giddy since 
Public Inquiry Launch Day. And it all just sat there. 

Today? Kenney put out a five-page letter. Single-spaced. 
Square brackets on the first page, like a master’s thesis. 
Doesn’t stop with the ethical oil stuff ’til midway down the 
second page. Had to reboot the War Room coffee machine 
to keep everyone slogging through. Top of page four: “Our 
energy industry and the jobs across Alberta and Canada 
that depend on it are not threatened by isolated and 
vulnerable individuals but by well-funded family foundations 
like the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation, and hedge fund billionaire Tom 
Steyer.” 

You know who could take on those enemies “more nimbly 
and more quickly,” Mr. Premier? YOUR $30-MILLION WAR 
ROOM.

Then text arrived from his speech in Fort McMurray. 
“In fact, Greenpeace did do a protest on an offshore rig 
in Russia and their crew was arrested and thrown in a 
Siberian jail for six months and funnily enough they’ve never 
been back—I’m not recommending that for Canada, but it’s 
instructive.” His letter to Amnesty spends a whole paragraph 
on Russia’s human rights abuses. “No one will cheer your 
letter harder than Vladimir Putin,” the Premier writes. Now 
he’s saying their tactics are instructive. Sent staff home 
early. Not clear what our mission is anymore.
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Timestamp: 27 September 2019, 16:49:35
Student climate strikes today in Calgary and Edmonton. Didn’t 
even bother filing any materials with the Premier’s office. 
Reports indicate some government staff put signs in their 
Legislature windows reading “I HEART OIL AND GAS.” Sure, 
that’ll cover it.

Timestamp: 27 September 2019, 17:08:50
Staffer informs me one of the guys with an I HEART OIL 
AND GAS sign is Matt Wolf, “Executive Director of Issues 
Management for the Premier of Alberta.” Research turns up 
he makes $195,000 a year—just for doing our job badly. 

Timestamp: 3 October 2019, 09:15:40
Staff busy today producing new team gear, website etc. 
after the Premier indicated our War Room will be officially 
named “the Alberta Energy Information Centre.” Great 
work differentiating it from Justin’s Canadian Centre for 
Energy Information, Mr. Premier. Did your director of issues 
management advise you on that one?

Timestamp: 3 October 2019, 22:10:37
Major attack on our industry from the National Observer, 
a publication high on our Crazed Pinkos list, came to our 
attention late this afternoon. Article is entitled “A data-based 
dismantling of Jason Kenney’s foreign-funding conspiracy 
theory,” by a reporter already well known to us, a serial 
industry assassin named Sandy Garossino. Took this one 
on myself, figured it would be easily rebutted—if “the Alberta 
Energy Information Centre” even does that kind of work now. 

Ridiculous assertion right off the top: “Every core tenet of 
Kenney’s conspiracy theory is flatly and demonstrably false.” 
Kept reading, looking for details to turn into mocking memes. 
Maybe it’s the cratering morale around here, but this evidence 
was… hard to dismiss. Said 1 per cent of all the climate 
action grants in the world went to Canadian environmental 
groups. Out of that, almost 80 per cent of the grants went to 
research and international aid and stuff, and another 20 per 
cent to conservation. Less than 1 per cent to the Tar Sands 
Campaign. And the Rockefeller Brothers Fund is one of the 

smallest contributors out of that sliver—only $4-million donated 
in a decade, and you have to figure at least half of that went 
to building the election machine. The US version of Tides has 
given no money at all…! This is the mighty conspiracy that 
took down our oil industry? This is what we’re organizing the 
troops here in the War Room to fight?

What really gets me is Michael Marx and CorpEthics 
International. We all studied our Vivian Krause, and she says 
this organization is the backbone of the whole Tar Sands 
Campaign. We throw darts at Marx’s LinkedIn profile pic here 
at the War Room. Turns out “CorpEthics International” is one 
guy and a website. Hasn’t spent a dime on the Tar Sands 
Campaign since 2011. Not. A. Dime. You reading this, Mr. 
Premier? What are we even doing here?

The Premier is in Ontario right now, actually. Campaigning 
for the federal Conservatives. Howling about “OPEC 
dictatorships.” Not sure I buy what he’s selling any more.

Timestamp: 9 October 2019, 13:17:20
War Room director finally named today—Tom Olsen, another 
ex-Postmedia journalist, ran communications for Ed Stelmach. 
Staff spent morning scrubbing all evidence of Stelmach’s “For 
the Record” website, which Olsen ran and which made six 
posts in two years, 2008–2010, correcting errors in reporting 
on our industry. Staff not exactly inspired by proactiveness of 
director’s previous work. Olsen says there will be three units—
our rapid response team, an “energy literacy” unit, and a “data 
and research” unit. This is not the war we signed up for.

Also learned the War Room has been incorporated as “the 
Canadian Energy Centre.” Looking into cancelling previous 
orders for “Alberta Energy Information Centre” swag. Not that 
it matters. We might not have much morale around here, but 
we’ve got money to burn.

Timestamp: 12 October 2019, 10:47:06
War Room—sorry, Canadian Energy Centre—taking flak today 
because it won’t be subject to freedom of information laws. 
Government spokesperson said, “This would provide a tactical 
and/or strategic advantage to the very foreign-funded special 
interests the CEC is looking to counter. For example, we 
would not let those foreign-funded special interests seeking to 
attack our province see our detailed defence plans.” I wonder 
if WE will ever see those plans. Maybe there aren’t any. 

Timestamp: 17 October 2019, 15:31:01
Greta Thunberg in Edmonton today. Marched with thousands. 
Should have been red alert, DEFCON 1, everyone-to-their-
battle-stations event for our War Room. Instead we followed 
it on Twitter like a bunch of schmucks. Didn’t even tweet. 
They had some of those I HEART OIL SANDS signs in the 
windows at the Leg again. 

“Canadian Energy Centre” had no response, unless you 
count my resignation. #

Chris Turner is the author of The Patch (Simon & Schuster), 
which won Canada’s 2018 National Business Book Award.



a l b e r t a v i e w s . c a   4 5

Art at public galleries,  
artist-run centres and selected 
commercial galleries.

46  Edmonton
48  Calgary
52  North
52  Central
54  South

2020 G U I D E

GALLERIES



46  M A R C H  2020

G U I D E GALLERIES 2020

EDMONTON

PUBLIC
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL
For its 40th anniversary, ACC will produce 
exhibitions including “Ceramica Botanica,” 
work by Bridget Fairbank, Mar 7–Apr 18; 
“Craft 20/20: Museum Collections,” 
work inspired by visits to Alberta museums 
and archives, Sep 5–Dec 25; and
“Rural Roots,” featuring the work of five 
ceramic artists, Sep 19–Oct 31.

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA
Founded in 1924, the gallery has a 
collection of some 6,000 works. “In 
Golden Light: Orthodox Icons from 
Annunciation to Ascension,” until Apr 12, 
features Greek, Serbian and Russian icons 
from the 15th to the 19th centuries. For 
“Nests for the End of the World,” a thought-
provoking exhibition running until May 3, the 
AGA commissioned artists to envision and 
create a “nest” to help them cope with the 
apocalypse, however it comes about.

BOREALIS GALLERY
This space in the Legislative Assembly 
visitor centre presents heritage exhibitions 
and the work of well-known Canadian 
artists. “WAR Flowers,” a multi-sensory 
touring exhibition from Jardins de Métis in 
Quebec, runs until May 3. Curator Viveka 
Melki says, “WAR Flowers is inspired by 
the pressed flowers picked by George 
Stephen Cantlie in the gardens, fields and 

hedges of war-torn Europe and sent to 
his baby daughter in Montreal. I examine 
these century-old flowers to tell the story of 
human nature in the landscape of war.”

CARFAC ALBERTA PROJECT SPACE
This space exhibits four or five projects per 
year. CARFAC doesn’t program individual 
exhibitions from artists; it uses its space 
to feature work from the collection of the 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts and from 
other art organizations, as an interactive 
educational project space and to curate an 
annual exhibition of local artists. 

CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA
CAVA’s Franco-Albertan members present 
exhibitions of painting, photography, 
sculpture and ceramics. “Everglades,” by 
Daniel H. Dugas and Valerie Leblanc, until 
Apr 10, reveals traces of human existence 
in Everglades National Park that are 
now overgrown, invaded, gnawed on or 
rusted, as plants, animals and the climate 
reclaim them. Charley Farrero presents 
“Renouveau,” a show featuring carved 
ceramic art, Apr 17–May 29.

FAB GALLERY
The U of A’s FAB (Fine Arts Building) 
Gallery, run by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
presents exhibitions of student, faculty and 
staff work, along with that of national and 
international contemporary and historical 

artists. “Flatland: A Survey of Graduate Art 
and Design from the Canadian West” runs 
May 5–30.

GALLERIES AT ENTERPRISE SQUARE
The former Bay building, a well-known 
landmark built in 1939, is now owned by 
the University of Alberta and is home to a 
variety of university programs and services. 
A recent groundbreaking show was 
“Dyscorpia: Future Intersections of the 
Body and Technology.” 

MCMULLEN GALLERY
This gallery at the University of Alberta 
Hospital serves patients, staff and visitors, 
with an aim to be a place of respite and to 
present inspiring art.

NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS
The centre’s Stollery Gallery presents 
the work of artists with developmental 
disabilities who are members of the Nina’s 
collective. Work is also on display at the 
Edmonton EXPO Centre’s Art Pavilion 
and the City Centre Mall window display.

ARTIST-RUN
HARCOURT HOUSE
Sculptor Matthew Allan Clarke presents 
concrete work that attempts to move 
beyond the banality of existence, and 
Scott Bertram shows paintings examining 
ambiguity. Both exhibitions run until Feb 22. M
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A Tiny Bouquet of Roses, by Glen Temple. 2019. Acrylic on canvas. 48" × 48". West End Gallery.  
1906, by Scott Bertram. 2019. Acrylic on panel. 60" × 48". Harcourt House.  

Cherry Blossom, by Bridget Fairbank. 2019. Wall-mounted earthenware tiles. 31" × 30" × 8". Alberta Craft Council. 
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LATITUDE 53
Latitude 53 promotes contemporary art 
showcasing the work of local, Canadian 
and international artists. The group 
exhibition “even the birds are walking” runs 
until Mar 14. Lauren Crazybull's solo show 
runs until Apr 4 in the Garage.

SNAP GALLERY
Scheduled to move into a new location in 
the spring, the Society of Northern Alberta 
Print-artists (SNAP) runs a printshop, two 
galleries—one for emerging artists and the 
other for more established artists—and the 
Jasper Avenue Window Showcase.

SELECTED COMMERCIAL
BEARCLAW GALLERY
This gallery specializes in First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit art, including sculptures, 
carvings and jewellery. Represented artists 
include Alex Janvier, Edmonton painter 
Aaron Paquette and northern Alberta 
painter and carver Jason Carter.

BUGERA MATHESON GALLERY
Part of the local art scene since 1992, this 
gallery will showcase Casey McGlynn and 

Barrie Szekely in February, Sharon Moore-
Foster in March, Jane Adams and Loraine 
Stephanson in April and Jim Visser in May.

DC3 ART PROJECTS
This contemporary gallery, studio space 
and bookshop supports emerging 
Canadian artists and those in mid-career. 
Red Deer-born Travis McEwen, Edmonton-
based Richard Boulet and Lethbridge’s 
Cindy Baker are among those represented.

THE FRONT GALLERY
Tom Gale, Ric Kokotovich, Verna Vogel 
and Kari Duke, known for her paintings of 
urban back alleys, are some of the artists 
represented by Front. Opening Feb 8, 
the exhibition “Red” evokes powerful 
associations with the colour. 

NAESS GALLERY
Named after founder Sidsel Naess Bradley 
and found in The Paint Spot art supply 
store, this gallery celebrates its 35th 
anniversary in 2020. It offers a roster of 
monthly shows, with “The Big, Big Studio 
Still-Life Show” running May 7–Jul 21. The 
Goop of 7 runs Nov 1—Dec 6. 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY
Selected artists include Robin Smith-Peck, 
an Edmonton artist who works in collage; 
multi-media artist Peter von Tiesenhausen, 
based in Alberta’s Peace region; and 
Edmonton sculptor Isla Burns.

SCOTT GALLERY
This gallery features Wendy Wacko’s oils 
and watercolours inspired by her Jasper 
home, Bonnyville-based Loretta Kyle’s 
stone sculptures, and Shane Golby’s 
mixed media works, plus Japanese prints.

UDELL XHIBITIONS
This gallery’s eclectic collection includes 
Edmonton sculptor Leslie Alan Reynolds, 
Edmonton painter Jay Bigam, the late 
Saskatchewan sculptor Joe Fafard and the 
work of Canadian and international artists.

WESTEND GALLERY
Open since 1975, this family-operated 
gallery features the work of painters, 
sculptors and glass artists. The group 
exhibition “For the Love of Art” runs until 
Feb 27. Calgary artist Glen Semple exhibits 
May 9–21.

G U I D E GALLERIES 2020

Communicators. Patrons.
Passionate promoters.
There is a community of people just like you at
MacEwan University – inspired champions whose
dedication and hard work bring the arts into the spotlight.

Learn from others who share your passion, drive and creativity. Apply now 
to start this fall in the Arts and Cultural Management diploma program.

Available full-time, part-time or online.
Learn more at MacEwan.ca/ArtsManagement.

ChaRmers + PalgaryThe
Almanacs
New music and

feature interviews on

art, politics, and community

Thursdays 7-10 AM

in Calgary 90.9 FM
worldwide cjsw.com

Subscribe to the podcast on itunes 
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PUBLIC
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL
The ACC gallery in the cSPACE King 
Edward building has been open since 2017. 
“Cultivate | Instigate,” by artist faculty from 
AUArts, Red Deer College and Portage 
College, runs until Mar 21. ACC will mark its 
40th anniversary by hosting “Excellence,” 
featuring the best of Alberta fine craft, from 
Sep 5 to Nov 4. 

ARTS COMMONS
Emerging local artists display work at 
the arts centre downtown in the Lightbox 
Studio, several Window Galleries, the 
Ledge Gallery, +15 Community Galleries 
and +15 Soundscape and Broadcast Lab 
installations. Artist receptions open to 
the public are held every three months, 
including Feb 28, May 29 and Aug 28.

CONTEMPORARY CALGARY
Exhibitions in this new gallery in the former 
Centennial Planetarium include: Luke 
Jerram, “Museum of the Moon,” until  
Mar 15; “Planetary,” until Apr 26; Omar 
Ba, “Same Dream,” May 21–Aug 16; and
Yoko Ono, “Growing Freedom: The 
Instructions of Yoko Ono and the Art of 
John and Yoko,” May 21–Aug 23.

FOUNDERS’ GALLERY
Housed in the Military Museums and curated 
by Nickle Galleries, this space helps build 
understanding of the military experience.

GLENBOW
Glenbow’s collection includes key Western 
Canadian artists, with work from the 19th 
century to today. “Vivian Maier: In Her Own 
Hands,” featuring 100+ photos of New 
York City life captured by an enigmatic 
figure, runs Feb 8–May 24. “Maxwell Bates: 
The In Crowd,” showing work of a master 
people-watcher, and “Ron Moppett: Do You 
Remember/Snow and Stars,” a 22-metre 
wrap-around painting (part of the One New 
Work series), run Feb 8–May 24. “Dynamic 
Connections: Threads of Living Memory” 
draws on Glenbow’s Inuit textiles collection 
and opens Feb 22. “Metamorphosis: 
Contemporary Canadian Portraits” opens 
Mar 7. Last but not least, “Enclosing Some 
Snapshots: The Photography of Métis 
Activist James Brady” opens Mar 21.

ILLINGWORTH KERR GALLERY
Found at Alberta University of the Arts 
(formerly ACAD), this gallery focuses on 
contemporary art, hosts exhibitions and 
serves as a teaching facility and artist 
incubator. “Reliant Objects” runs until 
Mar 7, as does “Ready Player 2,” in which 
Brendan Lee Satish Tang and Sonny Assu 
combine elements from science fiction, 
comic books and gaming cultures.

NICKLE GALLERIES
The Taylor Family Digital Library at U of C 
houses the three galleries that make up 
the Nickle. The collection includes modern 

and contemporary art, rugs and textiles as 
well as an extensive numismatic holding. 
“Everywhere We Are” features the work 
of Ron Moppett and Chris Cran, among 
others, and runs until May 29. 

PRIVATELY FUNDED
ESKER FOUNDATION
Esker hosts exhibitions in its main space 
and a street-level showcase. An exhibition 
of the work of Calgary sculptor Katie Ohe 
runs in the main gallery until May 3.

ARTIST-RUN
ALBERTA PRINTMAKERS GALLERY
The A/P Gallery hosts exhibitions and 
rents studio space. In “Telling Stories 
Otherwise,” running until Feb 28, Brad 
Necyk works with transplant patients, head 
and neck cancer patients, suicide survivors 
in the Arctic and psychiatric patients. 

HUB @ 302 GALLERY
The Alberta Society of Artists runs this 
gallery at the Crossroads Art Centre. 
Shows change every two months.

THE NEW GALLERY
Exhibitions present socially relevant and 
politically informed work. The gallery also 
operates a resource centre across the 
street from its Main Space. Ahreum Lee’s 
“Hopping for Hope,” until Feb 22, uses 
playful game elements to address research 
in Google’s global mapping methodology.

CALGARY

Re-Placement 7 Redux, by Robin Smith-Peck. 2016. Collage, beeswax and resin on panel. 20" × 20". Wallace Gallery. 
River, by Sarah Nordean. 2018. Acrylic and coloured pencil on Terraskin mineral paper. 24" × 20". VivianeArt. 

From Growing Freedom, Yoko Ono. Contemporary Calgary.
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Katie Ohe 
On view until  3 May

PROJECT 
SPACE

Anna Gustafson 
3 February — 19 April

Presented in partnership 
with The New Gallery

eskerfoundation.art
@eskerfoundation

Katie Ohe in her studio, 2019.  
Courtesy of AvidEye Productions.

4th Floor, 1011 9th Ave SE
Inglewood, Calgary, Alberta

Free Admission - Free Parking
Visit the Bookshop at Esker

AlbertaViews_winter_ohe_.indd   1 2020-01-21   2:20 PM

ART

HISTORY

LANDSCAPE

L E I G H T O N
A R T  C E N T R E
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G U I D E GALLERIES 2020

STRIDE GALLERY
This gallery focuses on experimental art. 
Until Mar 6, “The discipline of constructing,” 
by Jolie Bird, will run in the main space, 
and “I’m Only Going to Show You Once, 
Now You Try,” by Alyssa “Sikapinakii” Duck 
Chief, will be shown in the project space.

TRUCK
At Truck, contemporary art connects 
Calgary’s artistic community to a global 
perspective. “Between the Salt of the Sun 
and the Light of the Sea,” by Samuel de 
Lange, runs until Feb 22.

SELECTED COMMERCIAL
CHRISTINE KLASSEN GALLERY
This contemporary gallery in the 
Manchester industrial district represents 
local artists including ACAD (now AUArts) 
grad Lori Lukasewich and Calgary-based 
Chris Kuzmanovich and Carl White.

HERRINGER KISS GALLERY
This gallery’s artists include Katie Ohe, 
Harry Kiyooka, Blake Senini and Mitch 
Kern. In its larger space in Sunalta, the 
gallery’s HK Incubator exhibition area 
hosts the work of emerging artists.

JARVIS HALL GALLERY
Representing artists in all stages of their 
careers, JHG is committed to gender parity. 
Alberta artists include Kablusiak, a Sobey 
Award finalist in 2019, as well as Larissa 
Tiggelers and Peter von Tiesenhausen. 
Mark Dicey exhibits Apr 17–May 30. 

LOCH GALLERY
Once a fixture on 4th St SW, this gallery 
recently moved to 12th Ave SW. Its first 
location opened in 1972 in Winnipeg. The 
gallery exhibits historical works, including 
those of W.J. Phillips, and contemporary 
art, such as that of John McKee and former 
U of C professor John Hall.

MASTERS GALLERY
This gallery in Mission exhibits contempo-
rary and historical Canadian art. In 2019 it 
unveiled an outdoor exhibition space that 
currently displays the work of Joe Fafard. 
Local artists represented include Chris 
Flodberg, Amy Dryer and Dulcie Foo Fat.

NEWZONES GALLERY
Local, Canadian and international artists are 
represented at this gallery in the Beltline. 
An exhibition of the Saskatchewan-born 

abstract expressionist, William Perehudoff, 
runs May 9–Jun 20. Colleen Philippi’s work 
will be shown Oct 17–Nov 21.

PAUL KUHN GALLERY
Calgary’s first contemporary gallery 
represents Canadian artists working in 
painting, sculpture, drawing, photography, 
video and printmaking, such as Mark 
Mullin, Gerald Yunker and Barbara Milne. 

TRÉPANIERBAER
With a roster of well-known Canadian 
artists, including Ron Moppett, Chris Cran 
and Evan Penny, the gallery is also focused 
on emerging talent.

VIVIANEART
Calgary-based Sarah Nordean and 
Kristopher Karklin, along with Aïda Muluneh, 
who spent her teenage years in the city, are 
some of the artists represented here.

WALLACE GALLERIES
Alberta artists including sculptor Isla 
Burns, printmaker Robin Smith-Peck 
and painter Brent Laycock exhibit at 
this downtown gallery that focuses on 
Canadian art.

darkness is as deep as the darkness is 
Rita McKeough

February 1 – May 31, 2020

A distinct aggregation / A dynamic equivalent /  
A generous ethic of invention: Six writers respond to six sculptures
A project by Aislinn Thomas with Anna Bowen, Angela Marie Schenstead, Crystal Mowry, 
Laura Burke, Catherine Frazee, Nicole Kelly Westman, and Shannon Finnegan

August 8, 2019 – September 27, 2020

WALTER PHILLIPS GALLERY



701 Eleventh Street SW,  
Main Entrance on Eleventh Street

$10 Single Entry
$20 Annual Membership
$50 Family Membership
Free for Children Under 12

Tues-Sun 11am-6pm
Thurs 11am-9pm

Address Gallery HoursAdmission Information

contemporarycalgary.com
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1    Museum of the Moon by Luke Jerram. 
Milanosport, 2019. Photo by Andrea Cherchi

2    Photo by Matthew Placek © Yoko Ono

+  Museum  
of the Moon 
Luke Jerram 
23 January – 15 March

+  Planetary 
23 January – 26 April

+  Same Dream 
Omar Ba 
21 May – 16 August

+  GROWING  
FREEDOM 
Yoko Ono

  The instructions of Yoko Ono  
The art of John and Yoko

 21 May – 23 August

+  Everywhere  
We Are 
17 September – 19 November
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PUBLIC
BANFF 
WALTER PHILLIPS GALLERY
This gallery at the Banff Centre also houses 
the Banff International Curatorial Institute. 
“darkness is as deep as the darkness is,” 
by Rita McKeough, runs until May 3. “A 
distinct aggregation / A dynamic equivalent 
/ A generous ethic of invention: Six writers 
respond to six sculptures,” work available in 
two formats, runs until Sep 27. 
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PUBLIC
GRANDE PRAIRIE  
ART GALLERY OF GRANDE PRAIRIE
This gallery's collection includes some 750 
works, most of them created in Alberta. 
Local sculptor Candace Sanderson’s 
“A Common Reality” runs until Mar 8. 
“Sonic Youth,” until Mar 19, features 13 
young artists who challenge the status quo. 
Work by Anne Drew Potter shows Apr 9–
Aug 2; Justin Langlois, Apr 9–Sep 13.

THE CENTRE FOR CREATIVE ARTS
Local artists showcase their work at 
this non-profit centre located in Grande 
Prairie’s former courthouse.

LAC LA BICHE 
MUSEUM OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLES’ ART AND ARTIFACTS
Found at Portage College, the main gallery 
and Traditions Gallery display work from 
such artists as Joane Cardinal-Schubert, 
Jane Ash Poitras and George Littlechild.

ST. ALBERT 
ART GALLERY OF ST. ALBERT
Terry McCue, a self-taught Ojibwa painter, 
is the Staircase feature artist until Mar 7. His 
works reflect impacts on the environment.

STONY PLAIN 
MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE
Stony Plain artists exhibit their work and 
host meet-the-artist events. Art is also 
displayed in the Gallery Dining Room.

STRATHCONA COUNTY
STRATHCONA COUNTY GALLERY@501
Tim Smith’s “In the World But Not of It” 
runs until Feb 23.

SELECTED COMMERCIAL
COLD LAKE FIRST NATIONS
JANVIER GALLERY
Formerly in the city of Cold Lake, this 
gallery has reopened in a purpose-built, 
Douglas Cardinal-designed structure near 
the Janvier home in Cold Lake First Nations.

FORT MCMURRAY
POINTS NORTH GALLERY
Established in 1991, the gallery represents 
some 24 Canadian artists and artisans, 
largely from Alberta and Western Canada, 
who work in a variety of media, including 
painting, sculpture, ceramics and wood.

GRANDE PRAIRIE
GRANT BERG GALLERY
Painting, photography, sculpture and 
pottery are featured at this gallery run by 
artist Grant Berg.

JASPER
MOUNTAIN GALLERIES
In this gallery at the Fairmont Jasper Park 
Lodge you’ll find paintings, sculpture and 
Inuit carvings. An exhibition of the work of 
Nicholas Bott opens Mar 14.

NORTH

G U I D E GALLERIES 2020

CENTRAL
WHYTE MUSEUM
Danny Singer’s photographs of main streets 
of small towns in Alberta, and “Projecting 
Illusions,” which reinterprets the spectacle 
of the magic lantern show, run until Apr 12.

LACOMBE
LACOMBE MEMORIAL CENTRE ART GALLERY
Vibrant, colourful art by Hilda Valdes, who 
was born in Mexico and now lives in Rocky 
Mountain House, can be seen until Mar 31. 
Heather Buchanan’s “Eating,” realistic 
renditions of famous people in bizarre 
scenarios, runs Apr 6–May 6.

RED DEER
RED DEER MUSEUM + ART GALLERY
MAG focuses on Alberta art and also hosts 
travelling exhibitions. “Sacrifice, Hope, 
Friendship: Canada and the Liberation of 
Holland” runs until Mar 15. “Anne Frank: A 
History for Today” runs until Mar 22.

ARTIST-RUN
RED DEER
VIEWPOINT GALLERY
Viewpoint provides exhibition space for 
a collective of local established artists. 
“Feline Lair: An Ephemeral Expression of 
Ice and Snow,” featuring Dawn Detarando 
and Brian McArthur, runs until Feb 28.

SELECTED COMMERCIAL
BANFF 
CANADA HOUSE GALLERY
A vast showcase of Canadian painters, 
sculptors, jewellers and Inuit artists.

WILLOCK & SAX
Artists including Illingworth Kerr, Luke 
Lindoe and Margaret Shelton are shown. 
Ceramicist Bradley Keys features in May, 
and printmaker D. Helen Mackie (“Cowboys 
and First Nations”) in Jun and Jul.

CANMORE
CAG GALLERY
Run by the Canmore Art Guild, which 
celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2020, 
this gallery in Elevation Place hosts two 
shows Apr 24–Jun 3, both with the theme 
“Celebrating 40 Years in 40 Days.”

ELEVATION GALLERY
Owner and professional goldsmith Cheryl 
Baxter represents artists Tony Bloom, Amy 
Dryer and Diana Zasadny.

PONOKA
SIDING 14 GALLERY
This gallery is named for the days when 
Ponoka was a waterstop on the CPR 
mainline. It features art from the west. T
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Tim Smith at Gallery@501.

Hilda Valdes, Lacombe Art Gallery.
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MITCHELL FENTON: THE TREES AND THE FOREST
New landscape paintings—up close and distant views of Lake O’Hara in the winter

Lake O’Hara from Odaray, 40" × 50", oil on canvas. Winter Trees Lake O’Hara, 32" × 40", oil on canvas.

Willock & Sax Gallery, 210 Bear Street, Banff, 403.762.2214 
www.willockandsaxgallery.com

PROCESSES OF REMEDIATION
a r t  /  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  /  n a t u r e

Ecological walks and workshops in 
Lethbridge and at the Coutts Centre for 
Western Canadian Heritage in Nanton. 

June - November, 2020 

Concluding exhibition To Dig Holes and 
Pierce Mountains with a Finger to Her Lips

University of Lethbridge Hess Gallery. 
October 29, 2020 - January 8, 2021

Visit ulag.ca or social media for times and locations.

Join artist Alana Bartol and the University of Lethbridge Art Gallery to 
use the power of art to open up dialogue about the environmental crisis.

ULETHBRIDGE ART GALLERY

ULAG.CA
Research Services

@ULETHARTGALLERY
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G U I D E GALLERIES 2020

PUBLIC
LETHBRIDGE  
THE GALLERY AT CASA
Artists with a connection to southern 
Alberta exhibit here, in media from drawing 
and sculpture to fine craft. “With Warmest 
Regards, Always,” by Angeline Simon, and 
“On the Line,” by Wes Bell, run Feb 29–
Apr 10 in the Main Gallery. “Lethbridge 
Photography Club Group Exhibition” runs 
concurrently in the auxiliary space.

SOUTHERN ALBERTA ART GALLERY
Local, national and international artists  
are showcased at this gallery, which 
focuses on art that challenges boundaries. 
Three exhibitions—“Grass Widows,” 
by Santiago Mostyn; “Abided with His 
Children,” by Bryce Singer; and “Clan,”  
by Faye HeavyShield—run from Feb 29  
to Apr 26.

ULETHBRIDGE ART GALLERY
The Dr. Margaret (Marmie) Perkins Hess 
Gallery displays works from the collection 
until Mar 13. At the Christou Gallery, Mar 6–
Jun 5, Katie Marie Bruce presents new 
drawings in response to collection works.
 
MEDICINE HAT 
ESPLANADE
View historical and contemporary works 
by local, national and international artists, 
including “Boro,” by Susan Sakamoto, 

until Mar 28; a retrospective of Joane 
Cardinal-Schubert’s work, “The Writing 
on the Wall,” until Mar 28; and “Snapshot” 
the evolution of photography through a 
Medicine Hat lens, until Jun 20.

MEDALTA
The Yuill Family Gallery, at this National 
Historic Site in the clay district, hosts 
travelling and resident artist exhibitions. 

CROWSNEST PASS 
CROWSNEST PASS PUBLIC ART GALLERY
This gallery in Frank focuses on the work of 
Alberta and Canadian artists, and curates 
shows at the local Stone’s Throw Café. 
See art by James Palmer, Sherry Chanin 
and Vic Bergman until Feb 23.

MD OF FOOTHILLS 
LEIGHTON ART CENTRE
This venue showcases the work of artists 
from Alberta and beyond with the common 
theme of the landscape. It exhibits 
paintings, photography, fine craft and 
outdoor installations throughout the year.

OKOTOKS 
OKOTOKS ART GALLERY
Two spaces in the town’s historic CPR train 
station show contemporary and historical 
art. The gallery also curates shows for local 
artists at five community locations as part of 
its Art in the Hall initiative.

ARTIST-RUN
LETHBRIDGE 
TRAP\DOOR
Founded in 2004, this artist-run 
centre organizes exhibitions for local 
contemporary artists at various venues 
around the city, tailoring them as much as 
possible to the individual show.

MEDICINE HAT
THE HIVE
This art centre runs a storefront gallery to 
display the work of its members. The Hive 
has 10 studios at a subsidized rate for 
local artists. The Hive Artists’ Hub Society 
participates in the Medicine Hat Art Walk.

SELECTED COMMERCIAL
BLACK DIAMOND 
BLUEROCK GALLERY
Some 200 artists and artisans are 
represented, many of them local; pottery, 
paintings, textiles and woodwork are on 
display from Connie Geerts, Audrey Mabee, 
Cheryl Peddie, Verna Vogel and many 
others. Bluerock also hosts exhibitions. 

HIGH RIVER 
ART AND SOUL GALLERY
Housed in a 1905 heritage home and run 
by artist Annie Froese, this gallery carries 
the work of Alberta artists working in oil, 
acrylics, watercolour and mixed media. It is 
open on Sundays and by appointment.

LETHBRIDGE 
TRIANON GALLERY
Run by Savill Group Architecture out of a 
historic building in downtown Lethbridge, 
this gallery programs a wide range of 
exhibitions, featuring student artists and 
nationally renowned professionals alike.

MEDICINE HAT 
INSPIRE STUDIO & GALLERY
Painter and printmaker Maureen Newton 
runs this art studio and gallery, which 
showcases local artists in a building that 
dates back to 1901.

OKOTOKS
LINEHAM HOUSE GALLERIES
This venue in an historic home features the 
work of Alberta artists working in glass, 
metal, clay and paint. Maryanne Jespersen, 
Mark Farand and Connie Pike, who runs a 
pottery studio in High River, are some of 
the artists represented. #

SOUTH

Rider, by Joane Cardinal-Schubert. 1986. Esplanade, Medicine Hat. 
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Line Sculpture 
Benjamin Oswald, porcelain

Making: 
a career in craft

Edmonton, until April 25
Calgary, June 6 - August 29

www.albertacraft.ab.ca

Alberta Craft Council
40 Years of Culture in the Making

GLENN OLSON
Western Explorer’s Club, Acrylic, 19” x 26”

FEATURING HISTORICAL AND 
CONTEMPORARY CANADIAN ART, WITH 

OVER 1,000 WORKS AVAILABLE.

#3, 215 – 39th Ave. N.E.  Calgary, AB T2E 7E3
Hours vary, please call

403-277-7252
www.fortunefineart.com

Street Photographer. 
 Nanny. Enigma.

Vivian Maier, Self-Portrait, New York (detail), 1954, © Estate of Vivian Maier,  
Courtesy of Maloof Collection and Howard Greenberg Gallery, NY.

Organized by

AtGlenbow

Vivian
Maier

FEB 8 – MAY 24

#Vivian MaierYYC

glenbow.org

Glenbow_Vivian Maier_AB Views_3.437x9.5_v1.indd   1 2020-01-24   9:39 AM
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I T’S THE CUSP OF THE GROWING SEASON ON 
our farm. The past year hasn’t been for the faint of 
heart, that’s for certain: another blink-and-you’ll-
miss-it summer, the boreal forest lagging under heavy 

rains, the grain fields sodden. Near us, our close neighbours 
struggled to get their tractors back onto the slick clay after a 
late, flooded start to the spring, while a hired driver bogged his 
combine down in the wedge of peat that curls out parallel to 
the front gate. But September saved our bacon and blew in clear 
and bright, a welcome change from the months of slogging 
around in gumbo-weighted boots. 

During the autumn months, our thoughts narrowed to one 
particular focus on the farm: seed-saving. Out in the market 
garden with sickle and tarps, we cut and sheaved the heritage 
grains we’ve been trialling for larger future plantings: 

Khorasan and Huron wheats, 
Bere barley, Torch River hulless 
oats. After a short stand in the 
field to evaporate the dew, the 
wheat dried under cover and in 
good air circulation for several 
weeks until we threshed out the 
grain for this year’s seed stocks.

These are the autumn rituals 
of the home gardener, the 
market grower, the small farm. 
All around us, neighbours cut 
down Homesteader pea vines 
rattling with cured seeds. They 
slipped Speckled Cranberry 
beans as big as the tip of your 

thumb into paper envelopes, setting aside Scarlet Runners to 
grow into next year’s freezer stores and hummingbird feasts. 
Autumn is the season for preserving the best of the summer’s 
garden to anchor the bounty of the coming year, and to get 
together with friends to trade off the excess: rainbow chard 
for climbing nasturtiums, dinosaur kale for a handful of 
gladiolus corms.

For many of us, as we open these carefully hoarded 
packages in the spring, seed-saving goes beyond protecting 
garden staples. In the careful trading of non-invasive seeds, 
we become keepers of their stories. A friend in Oklahoma 
sends me a small sack containing Trail of Tears beans that 
her family has grown for generations; a mentor on Vancouver 
Island trades a beautiful pink-ribbed variety of kale from her 
rainforest garden in return for a palmful of Cupani sweet 
peas. We pass on the origin stories of our seeds over cups 

of tea in one another’s kitchens or via email between towns. 
A friend writes to me from Scotland of her mother’s 

favourite nigella flower; the variety doesn’t have a name, but 
it’s a particularly deep blue that reminds me of Alberta skies. 
Nan’s had it since 1945, and my mum brought the seeds with 
her. She’s been growing the variety since we left Canada in ’75.  
My friend has been in the UK for decades, but her letter opens 
from talk of flowers into a skein of homesickness for her 
Alberta childhood. 

Just as we collect and remember and pass on the stories of 
the seeds entrusted to us, we locate our own stories in what 
we preserve from our gardens. 

This sort of careful seed-saving isn’t new; it’s an old and 
democratic form of creating local food security. I value the 
knowledge that seed swaps allow communities like the one in 
which my farm lies to build and sustain thriving populations 
of local heirlooms. In a Canada being incrementally 
reconfigured by climate change, hardy seeds passed down 
allow us to build up our own gardens with plants subtly 
adapted to the changing weather patterns—the warmer, 
wetter summers, the earlier springs. Selecting for the plants 
best able to adapt to these changes gives us the chance to pass 
on sturdy landraces, seeds tailored to the changing story of 
the places in which we live.

The passing on of seeds is a levelling of the playing field, 
sharing vast genetic diversity among a range of growers 
for very little money. There have been years when I’ve been 
able to plant a good portion of my market garden entirely 
from seeds passed down to me in trust, and I repay in kind, 
sending along glassine envelopes of tomato or delphinium 
seeds, heritage dianthus with their pinked edges and clove 
scent. These seeds come without patent or boundary, limited 
only by the size of stock a particular home gardener has built 
up or the varieties’ availability in small local seedhouses. 
The varieties are dependent upon their keepers for care and 
preservation. 

This simple sort of democracy deeply appeals to me: If 
you want to be a part of a local seed-saving community, its 
heritage and its stories, you need only the interest and some 
pocket change.

It’s my favourite ritual on the farm, linking the autumn’s 
harvest with the sowing season ahead—this quiet revolution 
happening around kitchen tables across the country in the 
growing spring light. #

Jenna Butler teaches environmental and creative writing in 
Red Deer and runs an off-grid organic farm near Barrhead.

Saving Seeds

A quiet revolution.

The passing on 
of seeds is a 
levelling of the 
playing field— 
the sharing of 
vast genetic 
diversity among  
a range of 
growers for very 
little money.

FI E LD NOTE S JENNA BUTLER  
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BOOKSHELF

With her retirement from the Supreme Court of 
Canada in 2017, a certain genre of Beverley 
McLachlin hagiography has emerged. The first 

woman to serve as Chief Justice, McLachlin cuts a formidable 
figure. She penned pivotal decisions in her years on the court, 
including Carter (enabling medical assistance in dying), 
Bedford (improving the welfare of sex workers) and Insite 
(defending supervised injection sites). This new book—
by Peter McCormick, a retired professor at the University 
of Lethbridge, and Ian Greene, professor emeritus at York 
University—is a punchy, if glossy, paean.

Born in 1943 in Pincher Creek, McLachlin was raised in 
rural isolation. Her parents were farmers, Pentecostal German 
immigrants, who instilled in McLachlin an intellectual 
curiosity that outweighed God-fearing. She took some of her 
early education via correspondence and insisted on boarding 
school, eventually taking degrees at the University of Alberta. 
There she graduated with top grades—receiving her LLB 
simultaneously with her MA in philosophy. She practised in 
litigation, taught at UBC, then became a judge at the Superior 
Court of British Columbia. In 1989, at the age of 46, McLachlin 
was appointed to the Supreme Court of Canada.

During the 1980s and 1990s, the court spent much of its 
energies interpreting the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 
which had come into force in 1982. While Canada had 
previous human rights instruments, this was an inevitably 

by Ian Greene and Peter McCormick
LORIMER

2019/$29.95/232 PP.

Beverley McLachlin:
The Legacy of a  

Supreme Court Chief Justice

seismic period. Suddenly the court 
was considering not just whether the 
Charter protected women’s rights to 
timely abortions (it did) but how our 
legal legacy had failed to imagine that 
women were full legal subjects. What did 
equality mean for gay people? For non-
citizens? For common-law spouses? 

In Gosselin the court had to con-
template whether Charter protections 
for life, liberty and security of person 
entailed the right not to live in poverty. 
The McLachlin majority said no. These 
moments, glossed over in this book, are 
challenges to the oft-forgotten fact that 
she was appointed by a Conservative 
prime minister. Scratch the surface and 
McLachlin’s philosophy tracks a less effu-
sively broad-minded trajectory.

Consider: McLachlin also wrote the 
decidedly less cheerfully Canadian decision of Hutterian 
Brethren, which curtailed the religious freedoms of small 
Hutterite communities near her hometown in favour of the 
“War on Terror.” In that case, the question was whether 400 
individuals could have driver’s licenses without photographs, 
since being photographed violated their religious beliefs. 
McLachlin argued they could go without driving—living in 
the rural remoteness she knew intimately—and simply catch 
a cab to take their pigs to market. This is a tuneless position, 
a sore thumb of 9/11-era thinking. Did anyone really think 
400 farmers with pictureless drivers’ licences would unravel 
the entire fabric of our society? Apparently. And while the 
stringency of Hutterian Brethren scaffolds good, subsequent 
decisions—Trinity Western’s denying Christian law schools 
from banning LGBTQ+ students, for instance—it also 
underpins the failure of Canadian justice to recognize the 
holistic legal–religious order of an Indigenous community 
(Ktunaxa). McLachlin’s legacy is not all sunshine and pluck. 
But you wouldn’t know it from Greene and McCormick’s book.

But all of this is somewhat unfair. This is a short book, 
meant to introduce readers to McLachlin and the scope of her 
Supreme Court. It’s a clean overview of who she was as a judge 
and of issues raised in the post-Charter decades. But don’t let 
the authors convince you that McLachlin’s legacy is free of false 
notes, nor that we should view it without a critical eye. 
—Jay Smith is a long-time Alberta Views reviewer in Edmonton.
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BOOK REVIEWS

V istas of the West is a well-designed, attractive hardback 
that may grace the coffee table of many a western home 
for years to come. It would make a good gift to mail to 

any puzzled easterner who wants to know why westerners claim 
to live in a modern-day paradise. Susan Kristoferson, an artist 
and former arts professor, selected the artists, and these full-
colour images portray fine artistic accomplishment in many 
mediums ranging through photography, ceramics, landscape 
painting, engraving and metal sculpture. Accompanying these 
images are poetic offerings chosen more to amplify rather 
than describe the work of the artists. This accounts for the 
publisher’s disclaimer that the art “was curated independently 
of the poetry, that is, not created to be direct illustrations.” 

Despite the disclaimer, a juxtaposition that works well 
here is “Contemplation,” a landscape by Steve Coffey, with 
“Bittersweet,” a poem by Patricia Frolander. In a style 
reminiscent of Van Gogh, a dog (likely a golden lab) in 
the foreground gazes across an autumnal field to a distant 
farmhouse, edged before a blue sky of puffy white clouds. The 
mood is one of indistinct longing. The poem seems to address 
a continuation of this longing, as if the painting only begins 
a human story. In a landscape beyond the painting’s frame, 
Frolander recalls summer berry picking and “youth and desire 
reaping another harvest.” But in a surprising turn that leads us 
back to the farmhouse, and the waiting dog, she writes: “Tears 
and sweat mingle as she gains the top of the hill,/ gaze resting on 
the ranch house in the distance./ By now the nurse has cleaned 
and fed him,/ watching for a recognition that never comes,” 
and the poem ends: “she hopes he’s calm today,/ wonders if his 
vacant mind remembers the taste of chokecherries.” 

Given the foreword by Doris Daley, an established star of 
the cowboy poetry circuit, it’s not surprising to find some 
cowboy verses in this book. My favourite is “Closing the Loop” 
by Al (Doc) Mehl, a sympathetic ode on the ecology of the 
pine beetle, which is mated perfectly with a gorgeous crimson 
oil by Cindy Skrukwa entitled “After the Fire.” “Comes the 
beetle, then the wildfire, then the flowers and the grass,” 
writes Mehl. “See, it’s not the beetle’s fault that all the trees 
have now gone bare,/ That the hillside’s turned to grey instead 
of green that once stood there./ No, it’s all a grand design. It’s 
just a cycle, like a hoop./ And that beetle’s come to know he’s 
simply there to close the loop.” But I will close this loop with 
a reminder about an older connection to this place by Dene 
elder Elizabeth Yakeleya in “The Land:  “I love my land,/ That’s 
our food, my son,/ We love our land/ That’s our heart.”
—Sid Marty has published five books of poetry about the West.

Edited by Lawrence Kapustka, 
Susan Kristoferson and Lorene Shyba

DURVILE PUBLICATIONS & UPROUTE BOOKS
2019/$29.95/112 PP.

Vistas of the West:
Poems and Visuals 

of Nature

That morning” are the first two words of Lauren Carter’s 
new novel: “That morning,” the one after Melony’s high 
school graduation party, when everything changes. She 

wakes up feeling right with the world and sure of her future, but 
in “a split second,” when she gets a glimpse of her mother’s car 
at an obvious crime scene, the life Melony has anticipated and 
planned disappears. Her mother has shot and killed her father 
and his mistress, and the consequent trauma traps Melony in 
that moment. Her mother is arrested, and Mel runs away to 
Vancouver and northern California. She cuts all contacts with 
her past and hides out in the wilderness of Arizona, taking 
shelter in a cave “carved out of a red rock cliff.” 

Years pass, but Mel is stuck; she can’t move forward, even 
after she finally phones her brother Matt and he comes to take 
her back to their village in northern Ontario. She can barely 
look after herself, yet she takes in a rescue dog that has suffered 
terrible abuse. Grommet is chaos in the shape of a mastiff. He 
bites. He barks incessantly. If she leaves him to go to work, he 
deposits his bodily fluids all over her apartment. He manages 
to destroy clothes and bedding, to topple bookcases and rip 
up the sofa. He acts out Mel’s inner distress. She feels that she 
is inadequate, that she can’t save Grommet and yet must not 
abandon him.

Mel slowly discovers the family secrets that her parents 
thought had “nothing to do with her.” She learns what led to 
her mother’s drastic act and the depth of her brother’s sense of 
guilt. She begins to recuperate a future.

I am often impatient with stories of young people who are lost 
and make bad choices. I have read too many novels where the 
protagonist deals with the death of a parent by getting drunk 
or stoned and being nasty to their friends and family. (One 
privileged heroine in a recent much-praised novel banishes her 
depression by taking heavy drugs, so she can sleep for a year—I 
hated it.) But I was drawn into This Has Nothing To Do With 
You, and I savoured each page. 

I cared about what happened to Mel, Matt, his wife, Mel’s 
two close friends and even to Grommet. I cared not because 
plot or even significant subject matter make a first-rate book—
the depth and the quality of the writing is what counts. Carter’s 
prose is not flashy, but it is clear, fresh and effective: the right 
words in the right order. She has mastered all the necessary 
elements, from characterization to pace; we feel, understand, 
connect. And I discovered that Mel’s journey did indeed have 
something to do with me, the reader.  

—Caterina Edwards is a writer and teacher in Edmonton. 
Her most recent book is The Sicilian Wife (Linda Leith, 2015).

 by Lauren Carter
FREEHAND BOOKS

2019/$22.95/320 PP.

This Has Nothing 
To Do With You

“
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I loved Edmonton author Todd Babiak’s The Empress of 
Idaho. Set in Monument, Colorado, it features all the 
hallmarks of a small-town America coming-of-age story 

in the late ’80s, complete with weary single mothers, hard-
talking football coaches and caricatured cops. A time when 
boys pumped gas and rich girls played tennis. When Cadillacs 
ruled, VHS tapes rolled and status was literally defined by what 
side of the tracks one’s house—or trailer—was parked on. 

For the 14-year-old protagonist, Adam Lisinski, hopeful 
football star, dutiful son and patient boyfriend, it’s the wrong 
side—the dinner’s-in-the-microwave, mind-the-junk-in-the-
yard side. That is, until the mysterious, almost 40-year-old 
Beatrice Cyr arrives in town, in high heels no less, and marries 
Adam’s kind yet vaguely disgusting neighbour Marv.   

The self-proclaimed “Empress of Idaho,” with a shady past, 
charms everyone in town and seduces Adam. Babiak gets 
this part right, keeping the story on the correct side of the 
moral tracks, by not going into Mary Kay Letourneau mode. 
A forbidden romance isn’t implied even when the victim is 
absorbed by the possibility. Beatrice is a sexual predator and 
is sketched as such. She grooms, manipulates and intimidates, 
using her power to control and harm. When the whole town 
finds out, the time period and subsequent lack of social media 
and current-day disconnectedness make the consequences 
seem decidedly more intimate, shameful and heartbreaking. 
How Babiak can create that sentiment is a testament not just 
to the novel’s carefully curated time and place but to the 
author’s exquisitely crafted characters, Adam in particular. 

Babiak portrays the confusion and vulnerability of 
adolescence with accuracy and heart. He manages to show 
the ambivalence that erupts when boyhood and adulthood are 
thrust up against each other, whether behind the fridge door, 
on the football field or at the police station. Perhaps this book 
resonated because I’ve spent considerable time (ironically in 
Idaho) in towns like Monument and I’m raising a boy on the 
cusp of adolescence. It felt real; it felt right. So when Babiak 
delivers the novel’s fourth-quarter twist and we learn what 
really happened to Beatrice Cyr when she up and disappeared 
from Monument, I was left satisfied on a primordial level. 

This book could have been trope-y and contrived. It isn’t. 
And though some of the characters risk cliché, Babiak throws 
a few literary interceptions to rattle the game, the Can-lit game 
included. Babiak’s writing is always good, witty and human 
in the best way, but The Empress of Idaho shines like a playoff 
game under Friday night lights. A huge win.

—Ali Bryan’s latest novel is The Figgs (Freehand, 2018). 

 by Todd Babiak
MCLELLAND & STEWART

2019/$24.95/336 PP.

The Empress of Idaho

The title of Calgary writer Monica Kidd’s fourth 
collection of poetry, Chance Encounters with Wild 
Animals, suggests an exploration of the risks and 

rewards of wilderness travel, the kind that makes possible rare 
encounters with wildlife. However, the poet’s actual meetings 
with animals in Antarctica, where she travelled as an expedition 
guide, are brief and surprising. Seared by the bile-inducing 
“honking stench” of Gentoo penguins, the poet describes the 
birds as anthropomorphically dressed in “filthy tuxedoes/ 
punch drunk and dragged/ through the muck to the/ children, 
threadbare, begging.” A stinking wilderness slum.

Symbolically, some of the wild animals implicit in the title 
might be the historical explorers drawn to the geographical and 
psychic extremities of Antarctica. In “Waterboat Point,” Kidd 
poetically explores the experience of a young English couple 
who, in 1920, spent a perilous winter in Antarctica conducting 
research from an overturned boat, rather than return home in 
failure. The poet is a kindred spirit, drawn as she is to “the end 
of the world,/ [where] trees bend to the east, peg-legged by the 
wind”; where she and her fellow travelers are “Jonah, adrift in 
this/ breathing thing” of a boat travelling under a “gunmetal 
sky,” where one experiences “what it means to stand here,/ 
made small by a mountain of ice/ and wait for it to fall.” 

Extreme travel here is balanced by stillness and acute 
observation, skills honed by Kidd’s experience as a biologist, 
journalist and family physician. A clue to this balance lies in 
the poet’s choice of an epigraph by Thoreau: that it is easier to 
travel to the ends of the earth through countless travails than it 
is to “explore the private sea, the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean of 
one’s being alone.” The poems I kept returning to were not the 
ones that sent me to the endnotes for historical explanations, 
but rather those that traced a careful, loving witnessing of the 
world, poems steeped in the gravitas of grief, in attentiveness 
to the beauty and ephemerality of life. 

The collection opens with 15 grief poems, written in the 
wake of a father’s death, an emotional “nuclear winter” 
made bearable by a list of so-called survival skills, such as 
“performing whispered pectoriloquy” (a lung test where the 
physician listens intently to patient’s whispered words through 
her stethoscope); and delivering a baby by “slipping the 
throbbing umbilical cord over the neck.” These extraordinary 
events are paired with more quotidian survival skills, such 
as knowing long division and “parallel parking a minivan in 
front of a pack of bikers”—the latter a testament to the poet’s 
stamina, self-confidence and wit.
—Jannie Edwards is a poet, teacher and editor in Edmonton. # 

by Monica Kidd
GASPEREAU PRESS
2019/$21.95/96 PP.

Chance Encounters 
with Wild Animals
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F
ORT MCMURRAY-Wood 
Buffalo may be in the far 
northeast corner of Alberta, 
but it has been at the centre 
of change in the province for 
many years. That’s attracted 
people such as Don Scott, a 
lawyer and the new mayor 
of the Regional Municipality 

of Wood Buffalo, which includes the urban 
centre of Fort McMurray and overlaps much 
of the constituency. Scott says he arrived 
here some 25 years ago and that “even in 
the worst of times this is still an excellent 
place to be.”

It may not be the worst of times today—
that would be back in 2016, when a wildfire 
burned many homes and businesses in Fort 
McMurray—but it’s fair to say things have 
gotten a little bit complicated here in recent 
years. The constituency is huge, sprawling 
north from the suburbs and industrial areas 
of Fort McMurray to encompass most of 
the Athabasca oil sands, as well as Wood 
Buffalo National Park (a UNESCO world 
heritage site and Canada’s largest protected 
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ENACTED PROVINCIAL 
ELECTORAL DIVISION

DEC 2017

PRODUCED: DEC 2017
0 25 5012.5

KM

PROF IL E
Population (2016): 41,265 
(average AB constituency: 46,803)
First contested: 2004
MLA: Tany Yao (UCP, 2015–)
Top industries for employment: 
Mining, quarrying and oil 
and gas extraction (33.3%); 
construction (9.5%); retail trade 
(7.2%); healthcare and social 
assistance (5.5%)
Percentage of pop. aged 65 or 
over: 2.1% (Alberta: 12.3%)
Indigenous population: 
10.3% (Alberta: 6.4%)
Pop. with a post-secondary 
certificate, diploma or degree: 
68.9% (Alberta: 63.9%) 
Pop. change in the Regional 
Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
between 2015 and 2018:  
In the urban and suburban areas 
of Fort McMurray: –8% 
In rural communities: –17.7%
Voter turnout (2019):  
61.5% (Alberta: 64%)

MLA  
TANY YAO  
UCP

FORT MCMURRAY—
WOOD BUFFALO

Boosterism and anxiety are entangled 
at the heart of the oilsands.

CON STITU E NCY CLOS E U P

An eagle in the harbour in Fort Chipewyan.
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area), and the hamlet of Fort Chipewyan on Lake Athabasca. 
MLA Tany Yao praises “the diversity of our constituency. It’s a 
beautiful place.” And it’s also “the hub of so much of our energy 
production,” says Yao, adding that he is most concerned about 
“getting support for our energy industry from the rest of the 
nation. We have people flying in from the Maritimes, Quebec, 
Ontario, BC—they come up here to work and they pay their 
taxes back home,” he says. “The industry supports us all; we 
need to receive that same support. People [in Canada] have 
to recognize that, for better or for worse, we need to make 
money. It helps fund our society.”

Locally that’s a popular view—Yao received 71.1 per 
cent of the vote in the 2019 election—but it’s not the only 
perspective. The constituency is part of Treaty 8 territory and 
is home to the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, the Fort 
McKay First Nation and the Mikisew Cree Nation, among 
others. While many Indigenous people work in the oilsands, 
tensions between industrial development and First Nations’ 
meaningful exercise of their Aboriginal and treaty rights have 
long been a flashpoint, often ending up in court. Fossil fuel 
extraction and efforts to protect the environment have been 
in conflict, making international news for at least a decade. 

Oilsands work camps—where workers fly in and fly out 
without staying in Fort McMurray—are a particular source of 
local concern because the camp residents don’t spend money 
in the region. Property taxes on oilsands companies used 

to be 18 times those of businesses in the urban centre and 
accounted for 90 per cent of the municipality’s tax revenue. 
The NDP brought that ratio down to 5:1, a change kept by 
the UCP, and councillors claim less money has come in as a 
result, because property taxes from residents aren’t making 
up the shortfall. “We’ve cut $144-million from our budget 
just in the last two years,” councillor Verna Murphy told Fort 
McMurray Today. 

In an effort to encourage oilsands companies to hire more 
local workers and to entice more people to live in the region, 
mayor Scott proposed a moratorium on work camps within 
120 km of Fort McMurray, a distance that was scaled back to 
75 km, though even that motion was defeated by council in 
June 2019. Then, in October, the UCP’s first budget brought 
further cuts in capital funding to municipalities and school 
district budgets throughout the constituency. 

All of that, says Suzy Miller, a librarian at Wood Buffalo 
Regional Library, is worrying for local citizens. “I’m concerned 
about the province with the new government we have,” she 
says. “I’m concerned about future generations of kids. When 
I moved here six years ago, I was an educational assistant in 
the public school system. I did notice class sizes growing, and 
now they’re going to get larger…. Alberta is in a bit of trouble. 
I don’t want to say a lot of trouble—I try to stay hopeful, I plan 
to stay. We’ve survived the fire, we’ve survived a boom, we’ve 
survived a crash. We’ll be okay. You can’t be down.” #

(Clockwise from top L) Apartments in Fort McMurray; handgame at Athabasca Tribal Council festival; tailings pond; Syncrude plant.
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correspondence in a year and a half.
If you want to write the premier, here 

are a few considerations.
Usually we only think to write a letter 

when we’re feeling big feelings. May I 
gently say, however, that the premier is 
not your therapist. Sure, write a draft 
that’s loud and explosive, process those 
feelings, but don’t send it yet. The most 
effective letters harnessed emotion and 
used it to make a point that led to a 
clear request. I remember a letter from a 
daughter whose mother had challenges 
with long-term care. It was a stirring 
letter—her emotion served to describe 
her experience—which finished with a 
very clear request for a transfer of care. 
I forwarded it with high priority to 
the health ministry, whose staff found 
a solution the daughter later wrote 
happily to us about. 

We often write to politicians when 
there’s a problem. A list of grievances is 
fine, but telling a succinct story, like the 
daughter did of her mother’s experience, 
is better. Such stories draw on readers’ 
heartstrings and often get passed along 
to decision-makers. Sometimes they’re 

included in speeches, reveal what the 
public doesn’t fully understand or 
where there’s been miscommunication 
or misinformation, or even help bring 
about wholesale policy change. 

Having said that, consider adjusting 
your expectations. I know, I know. 
You’re writing the premier and you 
want it read by the premier. However, 
the volume of correspondence makes 
fielding all of it impossible. This 
doesn’t mean the premier won’t get 
your note—I had regular meetings 
with Premier Notley focused entirely 
on letters. She read those she 
personally responded to, as well as 
representative ones I collected for her 
weekly. Correspondence was often 
incorporated into her briefing materials 
when she travelled, so she could review 
locals’ concerns.

The truth is, while you want the 
premier to read your letter, it’s often 
more expedient when staff thoughtfully 
forward it—with instructions on 
priority—to those who can take action, 
meaning a deputy minister, executive 
director or frontline case worker. Do 
not underestimate the power of the 
Premier’s Office to initiate action on 
behalf of the Premier.

Now go ahead and contact the 
premier by mail, email or phone or on 
social media. One thing I can assure 
you: In the Notley era, someone would 
have read your message. #

 
Carissa Halton was Premier Notley’s 
director of correspondence, 2015–2016. 

WHEN I WAS OFFERED THE 
Director of Correspondence job in 
Premier Notley’s office in June 2015, 
the title triggered images of a quill pen 
and ink pot atop a Dickens-era desk. 
Reading the premier’s correspondence, 
however, quickly returned me to the 
modern age: Weekly stacks of hand-
written letters paled next to hundreds 
of emails, social media and phone 
messages. Working with a team 
of 10, we read every one. We then 
determined what action to take. 

The premier heard from all walks 
of life. Seniors concerned about 
healthcare, workers who’d lost jobs, 
students writing for an assignment, 
prisoners obsessing about their case. 
Many wrote that they had nowhere 
else to turn. Some writers were eager 
to update their premier on the latest 
internet conspiracy. Others were the 
political equivalent of hockey fans 
sitting behind the visitor’s bench, trash-
talking to throw players off their game. 

Some people wrote to give thanks, 
others had invitations or new products 
to share, some wanted to raise an 
issue or point of view and hoped to 
be persuasive. Many needed help 
navigating programs such as Workers’ 
Compensation or AISH. Some just 
wanted a phone number, while others 
required wholesale legislative change. A 
few wanted to get in the premier’s head 
and rattle her (as you’ll know if you 
ever ventured onto her Twitter feed). It 
didn’t matter the issue or circumstance, 
I read it—well over 100,000 points of 

The most effective 
letters harnessed 

emotion and used it to 
make a point that led 

to a clear request.

Contacting the Premier
By CARISSA HALTON 
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SponsorCALL US TODAY!

780.425.1820  •  citadeltheatre.com 

WORLD PREMIERE
By BELINDA CORNISH   •   Based on the novel by TODD BABIAK
Directed by RACHEL PEAKE

The play is a smart and funny adaptation of  Todd 
Babiak’s much beloved, very Edmonton story, which 
will leave you questioning how well you truly know 
your neighbours. Recommended ages: 14+

“Todd Babiak is my new favourite social satirist. 
He’s observant, cynical and unrelenting…”
TORONTO STAR

MARCH 14 – APRIL 5, 2020
MACLAB THEATRE

NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE
of the hit MISCHIEF THEATRE production

By HENRY LEWIS, JONATHAN SAYER & HENRY SHIELDS
Directed by ADAM MEGGIDO
In Association with the Arts Club Theatre Company (Vancouver)

The Cornley University Drama Society tries to mount 
a production of JM Barrie’s fantastic tale Peter Pan 
but anything that can go wrong, does. You’ve never 
seen anything like this brilliant display of sheer 
comedic mayhem before. Recommended ages: 8+

“The perfect show for those who  
feel the world has gone bonkers.”
THE TELEGRAPH

APRIL 11 – MAY 3, 2020
SHOCTOR THEATRE

GREAT THEATRE FROM 
AROUND THE CORNER…
AND AROUND THE WORLD!




