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They call him 

GOOSE

LIVING LEGENDS

CALGARY’S SWISS ARMY KNIFE
By TOM REARDON

Goose  
packing 

the Calgary 
Stampede’s 

custom-made 
bronc halters 

back to the 
truck after the 

performance 
at Hand Hills 

Stampede
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He hauls their bucking stock, loads them, 
unloads them, feeds them, sorts them, 
sets and pulls their flank strap, keeps their 
health papers and border crossing docu-
ments in order, assures the truck is serviced, 
and the trailer is clean. When he’s on the 
road, he practically lives with them, and 
he’s on the road nearly eight months a year. 

There’s the three-month winter run: 
Denver, Ft. Worth, San Antonio, The 
American and Houston. Then it’s back to 
the ranch south of Hanna, Alta., where the 
broncs can go back to nature and play horse 
games on the endless prairie grass. 

In mid-April, he loads up (not always 
the same horses) and heads to California 
for Red Bluff and Clovis, returning in early 
May. After another breather, the season 
starts in Canada, and most weekends 
Calgary horses are bucked somewhere. 
Some rodeos require the old veterans, some 

want ‘the A-Team’ while others use the 
up-and-comers. 

For the actual Calgary Stampede, he 
makes umpteen trips from the ranch to the 
city or vice versa. Shortly after Strathmore 
Heritage Days, he takes a load of ‘feature 
broncs’ back across the line to the Pacific 
Northwest for five weekends of rodeo — 
that trip takes over six weeks. Throw in 
the convention rodeos that Calgary hosts, 
the Canadian Finals Rodeo (8-10 days) and 
the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in Las 
Vegas (three weeks) and Goose is gone lots. 

But when he gets home, he truly is 
home. “It’s where I was raised, it was my 
Dad’s and it was Grandpa’s before that. My 
place (15 miles north of Hanna) has been 
in the Rehill name since 1921.” 

Peggy, his bride of 37 years, keeps the 
fires burning at the homestead. Together 
they have three grown children who live 

nearby, and there’s three lucky young‘uns 
that have a ‘Grampa Goose.’ When quizzed 
on that he confirmed, “Yeh, that’s what they 
call me.”

When asked about his nickname he 
chuckled and related, “It goes back to the 
country school days at Netherby School. 
We did a play, and I had to carry the golden 
goose across the stage. A classmate started 
calling me Goose, and it stuck. Later I had 
teachers ask me at the end of the year what 
my real name was.”

At one time he was pulling a cattle liner 
for wages. That led to taking Calgary’s stock 
to the WNFR (Wrangler National Finals 
Rodeo) in 1992, and he's made that trek 
every year since. For a while, he hauled 
several loads a year on a per-trip basis. Then 
with the Stampede’s bucking horse program 
in demand farther and farther from home, 
it became obvious Calgary needed their 
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Almost the calm before the 
storm, behind the chutes at the 

Wainwright Stampede, Goose is 
organising the equipment needed 

for Calgary’s superstar horses

own truck. The Stampede set the wheels in 
motion in 2003 when they bought a high-
way tractor and hired Goose to drive it. It 
takes some planning (rest stops, feed stops, 
paperwork) to haul bucking horses, and 
Goose credits the late Stampede manager 
Winston Bruce with an easy transition: 
“Winston taught me a lot.” After a pause, he 
finished his thought, “He was an honour-
able man.”

Goose is quick to give credit where 
credit is due. He said, “I’d like to point out 
that Tyler Kraft (ranch manager), his wife 
Vanessa and hired man Charlie McKinnon 
always have everything ready for me.” Then 
he continued, “Pretty much everywhere I go 
Gary Rempel (award-winning pick-up man) 
is either ahead of me or behind me, so we 
work together for the loading, unloading or 
sorting. I’ve got four stud gates in the trailer, 
so when we load a stallion, he’ll walk in, turn 
sideways and wait for us to close the gate. 
They become pretty savvy. After the stallions 
are in place we load the rest, still one at a 
time, we turn one to the left and the next one 
to the right and so on until the liner is full 
and they’re all standing crossways, nose to 
tail. In total, we haul 24 horses. Having Gary 
makes it pretty easy.”

Because Goose is wired like the 
Energizer Bunny, he needs something to 
keep him occupied when he’s home. It 
only makes sense that he’d run a dozen 
bucking horse mares and a couple of studs. 
Of course, this means a dozen yearlings 
around the place, another dozen two-year-
olds and ditto for the threes. Schedule-wise 
he doesn’t have time to play the futurity 
game, so he sells them privately. They’re 
scattered around in several different out-
fits, and they’re freeze branded on the left 
shoulder with a K over W. If you see a bronc 
packing that brand you know it’s a product 
of Goose’s program. Still giving credit, he 
says, “I’ve got those elevated round bale 
feeders and when I’m gone my neighbour 
fills them once a week.” When Goose is 
home, he messes with his herd, and this 
spring he’s been bucking the three-year-olds 
with rave reviews.

He summed it all up when he said, “I 
lead a real interesting life, I just love it! 
The people are so great. Whether it’s their 
annual rodeo or just an overnight stop for 
feed and water, they treat us like family, 
every time.” c

Goose behind the chutes at the Pendleton 
Roundup. Dressed appropriately for the 
“Tough Enough to Wear Pink” day, he’s 
wearing a shirt from the Horse Heaven 
Roundup at Kennewick, Wa.

Goose pulling the flank strap on Calgary 
Stampede’s X-55 Xena Warrior with Jake 
Watson of Hudson’s Hope, B.C., onboard

The folks at the Sweetgrass/Coutts border crossing 
know him as Ken Rehill; that's what his passport 
says, but to everyone else, he's “Goose.” Officially, 

he's the Calgary Stampede’s Livestock Coordinator — 
unofficially, he's their Swiss Army knife.

If you see a bronc packing  
that brand you know it’s a product 

of Goose’s program.
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